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FT ha bid; is colior 
YT; "at; of-rbe. Ady erſary 
4 oppole Truth; ,- and to | 
4 ule is power to the .diſ- a 
C- .couragemment - of . Fairhful | 
| FIGS Minitcrs. and Prop 
; thereof: -Sometimes like an envions,Phil: 
ſtim, by.caſting dirt and earth into the Fax 
ain of living azers,openedby the hard labors 
| & odly men ;. 'Sometimes by eaſtingour 
| of hismouth. wateras a flood after rhe Wo- 
| _  *man (the (Gureb),char he might caufe her to 


© be carried away of rh Hood ; 1. Sometimes _. - { 
" oF: ſuperſemiaation. of his, perpitiaus Tarer.a + -Þ 
3 mong the good Wheat in the Lords Feld. | 4 F 
Fience were, ad now are thoſe multitudes 

BY A 3. of , 


In this laſt age, Satan 


moving all his enzins, at 


”_ ; ea... 0 
FRE. A "_— ADS 
infeſted 


furi | | 
ie his tra. 


N 
Wn 48 of .the Saints, Amengt other his 


artifices, knowing how much-innate aya- 
rice inclineth. vulgar mindes 40 ſacriledge , 


time "is ſhort ' bath mo 


he hath lazy cempred-many- to endeavor © | 


the utter taking away of Tyrhes, the Ordi- 


nance of God, as, ancient as his Church.oa F : 
Earth , well-knowing, that by fubtra&ing 


the Og from the. Tabernacle Lamps, the light 
will ſoon'go out, and the people muſt be 
left to a darkneſs, worſe thew-Beyptian. This 
fearful condition was cornihg on us. ſo pre. 
cipitately , as that the enemies of Truth 
were inot afhamed. openly ro boat, That 
within- one. years time, they would not 


' leave either: Churth or Prieſt in England. Bur 


bleſſed be God who hath broken the jaw-bones 
of theſe ravenous Lions, and pfevented 
their miſchievous defigns, by his gracious 
and marvellous providence, reftoring his 
Sacred. Majeſty. in peace unto his ng 

: atfli- 


the Ty F 
fain - 6ur-tormet 
en HS: 
able Champions 'of "Chritt. 
Tu. cncounterdd the adverſaries. -of thele 
Church Rites, with ſuch full abilities,,astha: 
ey have left-little to.'be added' hereto, 
wad wy diFtum:pgius. Yet (ecing this cory 
flict hath” not-ſo been ended! burthat new 
Enemics ſtilKgird themſelves to the bartle, 
it is necefſary that: they be inveſte and an- 
ſwered : Theyefore having brought tome 
from an adverſary of all god , this picce 
which I endeavor to confure, as I conceive, 
-by way of challenge, I could neither with 
credit to our Cauſe, nor good conſcience to- 
ward God, be ſilent, or leavethe truth with- 
our defence; my hope being , that I may 
hereby undeceive fome who have miſun- 
derftood the caſe, which this adverſary with 
his rk Lgonnt, lo ſtingily and con- 
tumeliouſly, laboreth in. 
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Why 


A Why t 1 pike cfume>to' FSID your Humor: 
Nam to this nw &, none needde- 
mand, who: know the ear favors: which 
\ 68 Dronor hath: br" echt Lde: 
fire to Underſtagd that xmpaiatof pratitude, 
humbly acknowledg chedebr which Lam 
no otherways able to 767thas by-acknow- 


ledgiment, ' andmy daily andhearty Prayers 
to: Mimighty God, abundantly tgreeribute fog. 
me, by his preſerving ygur Honar,-and. alt” 


yours. Which he really Tory Who is is. 


Your Honors moſt obliged 
and hronble Servant 
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_ Tangers by ee mate then the eAlors; eſpeciall J n baſi- 
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- 
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wn, [ſes Polemicnt, whertin-ſnndry motions are mot ſo Thuch 
compoſed Wrto" Comttlineſs,. as an aefenct \11:74.16.10,21 

+ ard offence. Tt is very rare therefore, that any piecce © 

of writing, like the Manna, fitteth every palate, or is as 

ſtrong” meat to the ſtrong,” and as Milk to thoſe who are of leſs 

exerciſed ſenſes; Hence are ſuch variety of Cenſurers ; one pro- 

fixerh"by that he Readeth, another 15 imbittered by Truth it ſelf, 

' Becnhiſe ſont S; urie.of Error poſſeſſeth him, which lik#* Fea- 

vouryſh diſtemper,” make? the moſt who!ſome things ſeem unſa- 

wowry. Tt 15-an Hifipid Diſcourſe which falleth under no cen- 

ſare, If in this "velitation ſeme things are let fall , ſeemino 


4 more Sarcaltical aud ſharp, thes the gravity of the cauſe 'may 


ſeem to allow. T ſee the priedent reader. to con/der, tharT 
at #ith a, advier [ar '#ho cartth' not whether, Deolus awwvir- 


tus; right reaſons ar abſurd ard fallacions Mediums, fair lane 
g age, or railing fe currility,, brings his deluded reader to an 0 
pimon of ſafe and impreguable concluſions on his fide.” .. 4 
If any ash, why 1. meddle with this Argument, which ſont 
ears paſt hathbten diſcuſſed by ſo many te ir writers 2 Fe 
buſineſs in hand ſpeaks my defence. This bd Champion of 
Gath, «pon the matter cr yetb.out, Give meaman, = Þ17 »ppo- 1 Sam. 17,10 
ſng the Miniſters of Chriſt, ard rtviling Gods Ifracl; and 
ſhould we ſleep? The Enemy endeavourethto bring Gods curſe 
' #pon #5 , «4nd ſhould not wt arm and ſtand up in' the Gap ?. Fer 
my part, however leſs able th # many, yet for Siofis ſake Fean- 
(4 hold my-pe4ce, "nor, ſleep, berauſe the Ark, and Iſrael, and' 2 fam11,ty 


Judah abide under tents, . and the ſervants, of my lord: are en- 
campedin'the open fields; * Here is' as _ danger of ſe-, 
darenit caſt th * among the people,” by whioh dreadful curje 
mu#t. inevitably fall upon them, becauſe the Lard bath ſpoken 


©£: CH Sy _ 7d. 7"; PISS 3 
it, dnd ſhould we be, ſilent. ?.. Conf der what 15 that ſaith, Ye 


have-robbed me, — Ye are curſed with. a cutie: - Rexiember 
mho 


wm The Epiſtleto the Reader. . «4 


_— 
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Ex:£.3.18 


Mutth.s, 


"Edy xardy' 
SKPAYETOY 
Jes H-acd. 


' Gods merceful aſſiſtance we may ſtay and cor firms ur owny/eſt be- 


nes. P.40- | 
- eaptions. p.53.1. wit. ro hg Fachial Moſer, P. 


bt warntth mt, Their blood will I require at thy hands.—— 
Truly my hope is, if my endeawonrs gain none of our aduerſs 
ries, who are carried on with the foul ſpirit ; of Malice ud A 
varice,like that precipitare Heard, to the;r own doſtruttion, yet by 


ing deceived by others examples,they ſhould (ikewiſe err in #nju 
F-0 WO their own 3 rr However, I wonl, - 
bave this braggingemmy go away with his van oppinion $>—) 
Hzc &icipowiſſz, & non potuiſle x felli. rs 
1 have endegvoured to ſatisfie thiſe who art not willing v6 be 
deceived, buy ro know the Trmth and their. Duties; hoping that 
ochers with their greater, abilities , will ſtandmp-to defend the 
Church-rights, and ſo theſe blaſts of J-luites and other SeRtaries 
deſigns and pratiiſes againſt the Miniſters fhall provbur 4s winds. 
ſhaking trees, and thereby cauſing then to tukg t 5 -0nger root; 
Sure 1 am that ſuch pernicions pieces as this againfs Tythes, 
have in other caſes,» ſormerly awakened good  «Amthors, and oc- 
cafroned thens 10 write many things for the neceſſary defence 
the Trath, and Rites of the hurch of Chriſt ; ſo chat r 
Adggofors thereof, in the iſ[ne, proved but as thoſe Geeſe which - 
ave the Alaryns to the Court of Guard in the Capitol, whereby 
TEE rhes aid the City avere preſerved, Of theſe things let 1 
udent Reader judge ; andthe good Lord God open all our nu- 
F handing gb h yowing the ruth, conſenting and obtying, we 
way be happy int | of "Peace and Unity, onr Ler aA. p oo 
viEur Tim iff, Amen. Ty 
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Sem art 4 L 
ERRATI. 
Pape 4. line 35: reads preached the Goſpel, p, 6. 1.7. nowere. p.8 1,5 
*not certain. p.9.l.15.nays buds you nerkney ? p11 |. 10. Phariſes 
and Stribes.p.1 3-1-1 4; as rec-ived.p.13 1,30; which could nor.p. 16,].30- 
where they pleaſed. yt pipe VS te p.18 |. g. deſtrens.3b4d.1. 
5. Nicene.p.19). 3 wo wo. mind bur. p. 231.22 Mr. Selden, p.2g.1.3. 
we p-51 1.31. 
er. Pp, e6.. 
P59, 


xusc.p.31.1.27. hives of 


P. 55. 1. 14. Mim 
a8. 7oſÞ.2.1. p. 59.125-1eriy of the ne the Of AP 
1. 11,proporrivn berween, p-63.]. 30. netunvilingly; grudginglys or. p.. 
641.27,,23 honeſt. p.66:1, 2.8. concerning whem we only ſay, p, 68.1.3. 
alta pax, p.74 1.9. laws. p.78. L. x6, unhappy. p. 83: 1. 11, bh dag 
ers. 8 | .13.and all 1 bN | : | ry dy 


The Great (aſe of Tythes 'Sta- 


ea. 


Py SSYASSERC. O the Conntr men Farmers,&c.] The Au- 
; K& thor very conſiderably addrefleth this 
Pamphlet to thoſe who are as Mar- 
Guany-aen to men of War ; where 
YI he may probably expe& ſome purchaſe 

Is and not many knocks, | 


AL 


It 4s for your ſakes, &c. | Satan might Job.r.7.8 2.2. 


ISS haye ſaid as much to ſinners, and Pha- * Per. 5. 3. 


riſees to their Preſe/ytes, for whole ſakes they travelled, not to 
ſave, but to deſtroy them ; Are they not much beholden to 
you? There is but one God, one truth, which whether you 
or we follow, let the prudent Reader judg, when he hath ſeri- 
ouſly confidered what is here objected and anſivered, 

You might be truly informed, Be but fincere to make that 
one Word (tr#/y ) good, and I will have no controverſie with 


CU, z 
: QF all that I conld find written, &c, ] T, on your fide ; Ido 
not conceive that you would be ſo tenacious of your error, had 
you but ſo diligently read the truth, which many have clearly 
written on tnis ſubje&. | 

More than two years laſt paſt | You ſee me to confeſs ei- 
ther much want of Bates 07" or will to underſtand any, 
but thoſe who were of your party and opinion. =. _ 

. 1t ſhall be acceptabl: to me to receive ut | on Which premiſe, I 
offer you this following diſcourſe. , - | Ugg 

Thetate of the queftion in haud, underſtand thus ; zhether 
Tithes for Goſpel Miniſters maintenance are due to them, by the 
urchangeable morality of Gods Law ? This we afficm ; hence we 
clam ; to -this what ever. you obje&, we ſhall endeavour to 
anſwer ; again(t this law, no reaſon can conclude, no aythority 
or decrees of man be of value, To your objeAions now ; you 
ſay of Tithes, B 


_—. 


' The great Caſe of T thes ſtated. - 


But they were for the Levites) That the Priefts you lay 
received no Tithes of the People, for theſe belonged to. the 
Levites : whence: if you would infer, that Tithes. belong not 
unto Goſpel Miniſters, fucceding -them, it were.a mzer cap- 
tion to-beguile your Reader ; for we are to know, that firſt 
Prieſts were Minifters of the Lord, Jozl 1. 9,13, & 2, 17 
and next, in that Tithes are confeſl=d to have bezn-due tothe 
Lewites, they muſt be confeſſed to haye been dueto the Prieſts; 
for all the Prieſts were Levrtes, though aft the Zewnres were nor 
Prieſts. The Priefts were of an higher order and dignity, in 
the ſervice of the Tabernacle, in- which they were to Miniſter x 
the Eevites were to hear the burdens of the Tabernacle, when- 
xwas-to be removed ; to-prepare the wood, water, fire, ve. 
ſels and inftruments, for the Saertfice-and holy rites, &c, Now 
the Prieſts: as they had a more excellent Office, ſo had they: 
a more honorable Portion. For firſt. they had the Tythe 
ef their brethren, the Levites part;,- the- tenth part of the 
Tythe of all the Eand ; which becauſe -they were but few, -( as: 
F hall ſhew anon Y was a targe allowance unto-them: ' So thar 
Anſ.. to the 25 the learned' Mr. S. Neteles obſeryethit, it appears by pra- 
Jewiſh part of Riſe, that the Priefts received Tythes, as-well as the Lewes, 
the biſtory of © SG much doth Ch:mks intimate: on. Mal. 3. ro.. He com- 
Txibes. « manded the people to pay-the temth of their yearly encreaſe 
« unto the Levires,and the Prieſts ; and this 1s plainly taught by 
« the Apoſtle, Heb. 7. 5. For verily they which are the chil- 
&« dren of Levi, which receive the office of the Prieſthood, have a 
« Commandment to take according to-the Law, T ythes of the 
< people, &c. which by Lyra is explained-thus, Levite genera- 
« liter Tecipiebant decimas a reliquo:pepuls : inter Levitas auteng. 
i 11s qu erant majores ilius tribus, idetioet Sacerdotes ſnmmi , 
&* filis Aaron, non ſal acoipiebant decimam cum” I evitis a po- 
« pulp, ſed ttiam, de parte Levitarumrecipiebant que vicabatur 
&« lecima decime. Num- 18. And therefore by all this' it is 
« evident, that the Prieſts received Tythes of the people, and 
©not only the” inferior” Eevytes,  Heretto add, that in the 
general grant of the tenth to the Childreh'of' Lex, for. an in- 
heritance in reſped of their ſervice in the Tabernacle, Nuhs.r8.. 
21... The. whole Tribe. both. Prieſts and Zevires are included, 


Here. 


\ 


—_}. ——_— — 


Th great Caſe of Tythes ſtated. 


Here it ſeen the Pattphlerex followed Nr. Se/d5: too aſe, 
and caught ſam: knock, which made him forget his dwn wotds ; . 
pag. 12. when hecotmes thete to ſpeak of the Popes working 
under colour of Jewifh laves , he ſaith ( By which Tythes 
were given ts the Leunical Prieſthood ) dic ſodes, How given 
to the rtieſt-hood,if no Prieft received them ? Truly, Priefts 
were by their vocation, more honorable then the teſt of the 
Levars, as being to perform the holy ceremonies within the 
Sanctuary, therefore they received a more honorable portion 
than the reſt of the Lets ; for they had the tenth cf their part 
of the Tythes of all the land. Now becauſe they were but few 
in reſpect of the whole Tribe of Lews, .of which wete num- 
bred above 220co, Therefore conſidering the fitlt fruits, and 
their fees out of the Sacrifices, and oth 

their part of the Tythes, | they had a very largeallojrance ap- 
pointed them, by the Lord. I had done with this poiht, but 
that Idefire the Reader to conſider how our adverſary ctofſeth 
himſelf ; ' ſomtimes denyygſt ſom-rimes affirming the ſame 
thing. pag. 1. he ſaith, N#T ythes aid the Prieſts recerve of the 
Feople ; but pag. 3. he ſaitn , The Prieſt-hood which had a 
Command to take Tythes ef their brethren, Thus his fitlt foun- 
dation failes him. 


\ d 


er offerings, beſides Num-3-39,43- 


So was their maintenance diſtintt | That which you ſaid itm- Pop. 2, 


pertinently before , you nov make an introduQtion, to that 
which you would fetch in, ſc:/, That the Levires maintenance 
was Tyths, but the Prieſts yas diſtin& from that; ergo, What ? 
the Prieſts maintenance not Tythes, neither ought the 
Miniſters ſucceding them to be Tythes ; but you have marred 
this argnment, by your own former conceſſions, 
which were figures, &c. ] Who, or what were figures , 
becauſe you expreſs not, I oweno anſiver ; only I conjeure 
what you reach ar, | | 
Changing the Prieſthood, - which had a command to take 
T ythes of x BY brethren, there was made of neceſſiy x a change 
of the Law | True there was made a change of all that was 
changeable therein ; | that is, 'the ceremonial part thereof ; if 
you mean 2 change of -all-Fimply, you had Dl ſtudy the point 
wo years tote ; for-here would be a begging the queſtion and 
B 2 paralogiſme, 


The great Caſe of Tythes ſlated. 


Rom 3.31, 


L C:r.9.7,&c. 


paralogiim? R a difto ſecundum quid , ad diftow ſomplicit » 


There was a change of the Lav, not fimply, ard iq all- the 
branchcs thereof ( as the Axtinomans would have it ) but. of 
the ceremonial and judicial part thereof, The mxality is 
unchangeable in the whole 8 every part thereof ; ſave onl 
that which was even therein ceremonial, and ſo alterable ; ag 
bringing titles to Jeruſalem, &c, obſervation of the [eventh- 
day-Sabbath from the Creation , &c, But the Morality 
is unalterable and indiſ, enſable,. in reſpeR of all tims, places 
and perſons. In the relt which followeth, you ſeem a ivhile 
to fight with your o vn ſhadow. -. Bey 

* Nor did the Apeſtles(you ſay)ge about to-eſtabliſh the 7 aw by 
which T ythes were given | your foundation is here laid on a falſe 
ground, and ſuch will your ſuperſtruRtion. be ; - you ſuppoſe 
Tythes given by the ceremonial Law ; in eAbrahams example 
( as we ſhall hereafter ſee in its convenient placg ) it appears, 
that Tythez were due ſome hundreds of years before God 
gave the ceremonial Lay by Moſes g.and God did not then give 
tithes to the Priefthood of Aar a ne\v donation for their 
maintenance, but only determined them according to that pre- 
ſent age of his Church ; as for the moral Lay, on which Tithes: 
are grounded , the Apoſtle ſaith plainly---Do we then make. 
void the law through fath z God: forbid : yea we eſtabliſh the- 
law. Yea, out of the ceremonial law, he takes out this mo- 
rality, appliable for Miniſters of the Goſpel, ho goeth a: 
warfare any time at his own charges ? Whoplanteth awineyard; 
and eateth not of the fruit thereof. 2 Þ$e. for it is written iy the 
law of Moſes, Thou ſhalt not muzle the mouth of the Ox that- 
treadeth out the corn--ſr our ſakes no doubt this is written, 54... 
Ds ye not know, that they which Munſter about holy things, 
live of the things of the Temple ?. And they. which wait at the. 
Altar, are partakers with the Altar z Even ſo hath the Lord: 
ordained, that they which preach ti:e Gaſpel, ſhould live of the 
Goſpel. _ 

/ freely preacheth the Goſpel, 8&c, | What inferr you from- 
hence? The Apollles required no Tythes, ergo. Goſpel- Mini- 
ſters ought to require. none. Firſt, I ſay, if the Apoſtles ex. - 
ample (_without.reſpeR to the difterence ofthe ſeveral hates: 

of: 


The great ( of Tythes ſtated, 


of the Church wer planted, and peaceably confti:uted ) muſt 
preſcribe us in all things, then are we bound to ſutfer perſe- 
cutions ; to have no ſetled charge, but to travel up and down 
to preach to all Nations ; which implies not a few impoſſi- 
bilities. . Secondly, If your concluſion be, the Apoftles- took 
no Tyches, ergo the Goſpel-Miniſter hath no right to them : 
The anſiver 1s apparent in the. foreciced place, where Paul 
ſtith, It was nat becauſe he had no- power, but for the exigents 
of thoſe times.. For, 

1. Chrittianity was yet but a ſtranger on Earth, believers 
_ very. few, im. reſpect of the numerous heathens bred up in 
Idolatry. 

% Tythes, ( wher2of the heathens had ſome knowleds, by 
the principles of nature, or otherwiſe ) were generally p1id- 
t th2 Ido!-Prieſts of. the Pagans and Idol-ſervice, as by 
Tyches paid to Hercwles, and many other lik2 may appear, 
See Sir H. Spelman larger work.of 'Tythes, 6. 26. 

3. Chriſtians being generally in Cities, they had. feyy pre- 
dial Tythes, and ſo they were incompetent to maintain Mini- 
ſters 

Fos the firſt 3oo years until th2 reign of Conſtantine, per- 
* fecution almalt every where raging, ſo that feiv Chriſtians 
were -malters of their own lives, liberties or poſſeſſions, but 
werealmoſt every day counted 4s ſheep for the laughter ; almoR 
every place (trezming Chriſtian blood : Thereſore as Eliſha. 
ſud to Gehaz:, Was this a-tinme totake ? And thit from ney: 


coaverted people, lately clenſed from the-fil:hy Leprofiz of. 


fin? Was it not rather atime to give if they. pollibly could; 
to-the relief of thoſe they taught 2 Every thing, hath its time ;: 


Rom. 8. 36: 
2 King. 5: 25.. 


the time was not yet com?, that a conſtituted.Church ſhould. 


demand her own. In the Wilderneſs wherein the people were. 
in frequent travets, the very ſeal. of Gods Covenant Circumci-- 
fion was intermitted by the ſpace of 40 years together, andin. 
the Apoliles times, their often journying, andperils of waters, , 
perils of robbers, 8c. and frequent perſecurtion enforcing them - 
to flie for their lives, gave. them no poTible means of recei-- 
ving. Tythes, but as the Zewites received: them not in their. 
travel, but when they were ſetled in Canaan; ſo the Apo 
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after Chriſts aſcenſion being in con inual -travel through ons 
part or anether of the world , and one while in priſon, ano. 
cher while in flightand perſecution ; what,convemencein ſuch 
condition had either Chriſtians to pay or Miniſters to receive 
Tythes, which were to be takep -in the ſeaſons of their matu- 
rities, and only on thoſe places wnere they grew to be due ? 
nor ere that time camz, they who in right ought to receive 
them, were by the guidance cf the holy Ghoſt, in ſome other 
Country preaching the Goſpel, many hundred miles from the 
place where their ſythes grew due. ee it in S. Pereys example, 
walking through all quarters, At. 9. 32. &c. Sometimes at 
1 ydda, or Joppa ; ſumetime at Jeruſalem, at Babylon, or 
Egypt ſometimes ; 1 Per. 5. 13. or the Apoliles Pax/ and Bar- 
nabas , ſomtimes at eAntroch , Selencia in S ria, Salamis, 
Paphus in, Cyprus, Perga in Pamphilia, eAnnch im Piſidia, 
Icomum, 1. yſtra, Derb: in' Lycaoma, Phrygia, Galatia, My- 
ſia, Samethracia, Philippi in Macedonia of Greece; $, Barthol- 
mew in India ; $. Thomas in Perſia, Hyrcama, Baftria ; S. Ma- 
thew in Ethiopia, &'c. What ſhould theſe men have done 
with their Tythes >? Where ſhould they have had Barns for 
them, who were ſo little maſters of their ſelves > What ſe- 
curity could they have had, either to gather or keep ſuch things 
from rapine and ſpoil? If in a Church and State ſo lately 
ſetled, ſo happily governed in peace, we have had ſo much ex- 
perience of plundering and ſequeſtration, What think you 
could have come to the Apoſtles and their primitive ſucceſ- 
ſors, if before the Churches peace, thzy had claimed their 
Tythes ? 

_ Charity of Chriſtians in thoſe firſt ages of the Church 
was ſo abundant toward thoſe that taught them , ( Gal. 4 
14, 15. ) that they needed not any other ſupply by Tythes ; 
but when that began to groy cold, 1t was but reaſon that their 
due to Tythes ſhould be revived, and their proper right clai- 
med and received. How long this charitable contribution con- 
tinued, it is uncertain, but as it decayed, good Princes by 
Gods providence in the overſpreading encreaſes of C hriſtia- 
nity, did well to make lays for the maintenance of Gods wor- 
ſhip; and for the ſame, what ſo good a way could they take, 


as 


gave them, though in ſeveral ages he put itinto-the minds of 
Councets to require them,, and of religions Princes to: make ca- 
ercive las, to bindtheir Subjes to pay them. 

6. Another cauſe of intermmfion' of their claim, was that 
high opinion of the devcuter Clergy of voluntary. poverty ; 
which dream of theirs, Gods providence made ufe of  tomake 
their perſons: venerable,, and their doctrine of more eſteem 
among the Gentiles,, when they ſavy that their teachers aimed 
not attheir ovn caſe, ſafety, honer ar enriching, but anly ſa- 
ving of ſouls. 

7. Laſtly, Fear of ſcandal. cauſed,not only St. Paw to forbear 
his claim, and uſing his juſt power 1 Cor. g; 12. 2 Cor..11. Þ2. 
but others alſo. Hence probably it came to-to paſs, thatſo- 
litile mentiari is made of Tythes in the primitive age of the 
Church, or the exaRtion of them: ; yet we mult remember 
that St, Par! ſaith ; it was notthat he had not power to have 
uſed his right, as: he plainly ſhes ;. 1 Cor. g. 44 6, 79 99 1% 
It, 2, &c. So that if it be granted that in thoſe ſeveral ob{tru- 
ions, for ſome ages we neither” read of any claim, or uſe. of 
Tytaes : What can our adverſaries hence infer ? No uſe or 
claim, ergo,. no jus deermand: > Neither read we of any uſe: 
of the Sabbath, in all the hiſtory of the Patriarchs recorded by 
Meſes, or of any Prieſtly or: Prophetical funRion, neither 
taxing the negleR, or exhortingto the uſe or obſervation there- 
of ; but.canwe reaſonably conceive, that theſe: ancient Saints 
either ſo long omitted the ſanRification of the Sabbath, or 
Prieftly exerciſes of 'Rehgion ?- no- uſe, therefore no opinion 
of the right. What think you of the 4o years intermitting 
Circumcifion ( whereof we have before ſpoken ) did thar 
take away all opinion of the right ? 

--weekly Offerings for the Saints, cc. | for the poor Saints : 
What argument is this againſt Tythes > Good Chriſtians noiy 
relieve. the neceſſities of the Saints, where colle&ions are made 
for them; Doth this impeach their duty of paying T'ythes ? Nay, 
but this eught ye to dr, and net to leave the other undone, EM 
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-T bis way of contribution contizmed inthe C harch, oc. | how 
long, it is-not uncertain ; but certaitily-the Pamphleter was not 
well adviſed, ro ſay that it comtinued till the great perſecution 
under Maximinian and Driecleſian about the year 304. before 
which time his vouchers, Tereullian, Origen and C Jprian were 
dead ; which appears ( ſaith he) by the writings of 7ertul- 
lian, Origen, yprian, Tertulliay flouriſheth about the 
year - : 08, then \vrote he againſt Marci9n : Origen flouriſhed 
about the year 232. and died about the year 252. And Cy- 
prian was croivned with Martyrdome ( by Exfcb;ns computa- 
tion) inthe year 259, in the erght perſecution under Valerian, 
as other Chronclogers reckon. Dyocleſian cauſed that long 
and bloody Perſecution, which was the tenth in order, Your 
ſelf confeſs in your next Paragraph ſave one, that Cyprias lived 
about the year 250, Now ſuppoſe that the ſpecified contri- 
bution did continue till the year 304. how can that appear by 
the writings of Tertull1an, Origen and Cyprian ? Did dead 
men write for: your Afſertion ? But learnto bring your un- 
truthes cloſer together ; and at leaſt to hold the Poets rule, to 
write fitta poſſibrt14 : poſſible, though not true things, 

By whoſe writings it alſo appears, that there was not the leaſt 
uſe or prattiſe of the payment of Tythes in thoſe former ages | 
Hence you would conclude that there ought to benone now, 
but that Miniſters muſt live on the abundant charity and con- 
tributions of charitable people now. To which T A anſiver, 
Shew us that charity of people towards their Miniſters now 


adays, and then urge their example again(t Tythes ; but while - 


you take from us all that you can, their example is improperly 
leaded againſt us, which you will not have to hold for us. 
Next I ſay, that by their writings it neither doth, nor'can ap- 
pear which you here ſay; and howv prove you this your ne- 
g2tive ?----T here was not the leaſt uſe or pratlice of payment of 
T 7thes tn thoſe former ages, beſides thoſe which we have to ſhew 
for the contrary, Know you not; that many excetfent: yyri. 
tings. are loſt, and ſo never come to our:light > -Like divers 
famous Cities mentioned by Strabo and other Geographeys ; 
whereof little elſe now remains, but the bare names : rexd the 
1 duſtrious Eraſmas his complaint , "in. the. end' of: Jerow's 
Catologue 
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Catalogue of Eccleſiaſtical writers, where after-other expreſ- 
ſions of our -loſs of eminent Authors, he concludeth---Vermn 
bhic dolor extimulare debit onmes bonts addiftos amtaribus, ut id 
certe quod ſupereſt, tanto legant avidins, quanto minus eſt quod 
remporum T1114 nobis fecit reliquum ; moreover who knows 
not , that both ſacred and Ecclehaftcal, and other Authors 
wrote many Treatiſes, pro re nat, and as enemies of the truth 
gave them emergent occaſions of neceſſary defence thereof, 
without which moſt probably they had therein been (- 
lent : For what need they have written, or arm2d themſelves 
or others, when none oppoſed? But now datos, & non con- 
ceſſo ; Suppoſe that we read not in the writings of ancient 
Councels or Fathers any the leaſt uſe or pradtiſe of the pay- 
ment of Tythes ; What? Therefore no Tythes were paid in 
thoſe former ages? Nay, but you do not know , that all 
that which our Saviour Chriſt himſelf did, never came to our 
knowledg ? Many other ſigns truly did Jeſus inthe preſence of 
his Diſciples, which are not written in this book, Joha 20. 30. 
& 21. 25, There ſeems an impoſſibility of writing all : done, 
but not written concludes, 4 m9 ſcripto, ad von faftum, non 
valere argumentum. Again, in the writing of the hiftory of the 
Creation, Moſes mentioneth not the Creation of Angels ; 
What will you ſay that Angels were not created, becauſe in 
Moſes writings we read not of their Creation? Nay, but 
Moſes ſaith Gen. 2. 1, Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finiſhed and all the hoſt of them, You may ſay, and that truly, 
in that general word all, are comprehended the particulars, 
| though not nominaliter and expreſly named ; for indeed omne, 
| of totums eſt, extra quod mhil eft ; and why, I demand, where 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Gal. 6. 6. Let hims that 15 taught in the word, 
communicate anto him that teacheth in all good - ris - that s, 
in all his goods, for he would not teach any to offer # rapina 
holocauſtum, to rob others to pay his teacher: and why may 
not the Apoſtles a//. comprehend the unſpecified particulars, 
Tythes and Offerings, as well as Moſes, all comprehendeth 
unſpecified Angels > By this it appears how feeble your main 
argument 15 to prove, no uſe or practiſe of payment of Tythes, 
becauſe iye read them not Ds Aa or paid in expreſs words 
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in the New Teſtamznt, and ſeldome in ancient councels of 
the firſt age of the Church ; yet ye will not deny Tyches ex- 
preſly ſpecified and paid ; Heb. 7. e Abraham paid T ythes, 
or gave atenth of all to Melchiſedech, 

Of Ambroſe you ſay, But his authority he produceth wholly 
from Moſes writings | And would you defire better authority 
then Moſes writings, which © hriſt the Lord of the Propnets 
citeth > See whither blind zeal precipitates men ? 

But you ſay, They impoſed their own opinion with ſo heavy 
Penalties | How were they their oivn opinions, 1t trom the 
Law given to the /ſrae/ites, they take ( as you confeſs ) their 
whole Doarine? St, Perer would teach you better,. That xo: 
propheſie cf the Seripture 15 of a» y private 1nterpretation ; But 
h ly men of God || ls, as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
And what ſay theſe mn of God as to this matter, more or 
leſs then God ſpake by the Prophets Moſes and Malachi, 
Te are curſed with a Curſe, ye have robbed me in Tythes and 
Offerings # 

You ſay T ythes, Eaſter, Pentecoſt | Now for another fi- 
eary : Our quettion 1s concerning T ythes, Whatare Eaſter and 
Pentecoſt tothat > Will he not bring the Poles Artick, and an- 
Arcick together if he pleaſe? 

But you ſay, 1t was not 4 general received Dottrine that 
T ythes onght to be paid | Nor as it ſeems by you, is it now 
1t ſufficeth us that the devouter ſort (as your ſelf confeſs, ) pave 
Temhs or greater parts of their amtinal encreaſe; And \ho 
knowes not that the better part of the people is very ſeldome 
the greater; ; 

Youſay, Fathers, Popes, Biſhops) Preſto : pretty Leger- 
demain: you ſhuffle in Popes,hoping as it ſeems in that company 
torender Fathers and Biſhops odious to the vulgar-;:but if we 
conſider the original of that name, Papa was once a name of 
honour and reverence, importing only Patrem: Patrie, a fa. 
ther of the Country ; and ſo was it long uſed in the better part,. 


Cyprian | 2. as ( ypriano Pape, ſo ad Cornelinum Papans. This uſe of that 
ep. 7-16. 1. 3. name continued until after the time of Gregory, /the laſt of the: 


200d Roman Biſhops and the firſt of the bad.) When Boz. 


Rome 


' 
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Rome ſhould be called Caput ommun Fccleſiarum, which his 
predecei{or Gregory gave tor the mark cf eAntichriſft, or his 
fore-runner, then was his Seat quickly exalted to Supremacie : 
not only above all Biſhops of the #eſtera Churches, but alſo 
to a claim of Superiority over King*, Princes and Peox le : 


\ hence the name 7 apa, Pope, began to fall into an odium \vith 


all thoſe who received not the marke of the beaſt, Rev, x >. 
But if Popes did in any thing declare or derermine Truth and 
Equity , would you eo ome, reject it > Remember that 
the Phariſees, Scribes, fitting in Moſes Chair ( theugh bitter 
enemies to the Perſon and Doctrine of Cariit ) were to be 
heard : Yea, If the devil confeſs Chriſt to be the Son of the 
moſt high, would you reject it, as deviliſh ? Nay, but con- 
fider tnat though the Devil ſpake 1t, it 1s the truth of God, 
which when Satan uttereth, he ſpeaks not his own, God hath 
ſo over-ruled ſome wicked men, as to make them inftrumental 
to that eminent good, which he, who can donothing but good, 
fore-ordained to do by them. See it in the example of 
Fr:das, the high Prieſts, Herod and Pontins Pilat , AR, 4. 
27, 28. 

You ſay, None of the firſt 8 general Councils of the 
Church, did ſo much as mention the name of Tythes | While 
nons contradicted, there was no cauſe why they ſhould ſpeak 
of them; yet were the iflue and determination of your con- 
troverſie put upon antiquity, Wwe could ſay enough thereof : 
We can prove that Tythes are more ancient then the layy of 
Moſes, who ſhews that Abraham paid them ; and you cannot 
ſhew them taken away by any law of God : why general 


Councels did not make Canons for them, ſome give this rea- Azobardus 
ſon, Nulla emm compulit neceſſitas, fervente ubiq; religioſa red by Mr. Scl- 
devotione, Fc. indeed the actual payment of Tythes was not den. 


exaced in the infancy of the Church of Chriſt, but reſpited 
until the greater intereſts of Faith and Obedience to the Goſ- 
pel were ſetled in a Church conltituted : yet Pan ſheiveth 


that there was much due unto him, 1n reſpe& of his Mi- 1 Cor. 9. 


niftry, but concluded that he had not uſed that liberty, but as 
the time, and preſent condition of the Goſpel required, ſuf- 
fered all things, that he might not hinder. the propagation 

G3 thereof ; 
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thereof ; and that he might ſtop the mouths of backbiters, 
Add hereto, that there appeared more probability that men 
of the world and Pagans , would more readily entertain the 
truth which coſt them nothing, and when the Miniſters. could 
not be ſuſpe&ed to preach for gain, honor or any ſelfiſhneſs, 
but only for their auditors Salvation, 

That which you ſay, That T ythes were never ſo much as 
vamed in the firſt 8 general C oxncels | makes nothing againſt 
their right; yet you may know, that though we avow not 
the Canons attributed to the Apoſtles, to be indeed the chil- 
dren of thoſe fathers , yet that the firſt of them are very an- 
cient, and neer the Apoſtles times, it may appear in that 
Dionyſins exiguns, who lived within 400 years of the Apoltles, 
tranſlated them out of the Greek, and received long, before 
Sr.Henry Sp:!- in the Eaſtern Church : See thereof the fifth © aron ; likewiſe 
mans large the Council Agrippinenſe is cited, Anno 356. Decreeing, 
Ty. Af that Tythes ſhould be called Dez cenſas, Gods rent, The Con- 
Y which City cilium Hiſpalenſe, or Spalenſe, as Garſzas citeth it, held about. 
you may ſee the time of Gregory 1, about the year 603. 1n afragment thereof 
Plin. lib.z.c.1, ſaith, On22e5 primitias & decimas, tam de pecoribus quan 
vers. lib:3. &c. 4; frugibus, dives ſimul & pauper Eccleſits ſmis reftt offerant : 
Bia, To. 4. The ſame citeth /Aal, J, and thereon ſaith, Sicat enim Do-- 

minus omnia dedit, ita de omnibus deciman exi ot, ut de fru- 
Hibus agri \&s6. fquis autem hec ommia n0n dectmaverit, predo- | 
Det eſt, fur,c> latro, maleditta que intulit Dominus Cain--con- 
geruntur, That is, all the firſt fruites and Tythes, both of 
Cattle and Fruits, let both rich and poor, duly offer ( or ſet 
out ) to their Churches ; for as the Lord gave all, ſo of all 
he requireth the tenth, as of the fruits of the field, &c, If any 
man will not pay Tythes of all theſe, he is a Thief, and rob- 
ber of God, and the curſes ' which the Lord brought on. 
Cain---are heaped upon that man, The ſecond Councel of Ma- 
Carran. Sum. tiſcon, eAnno 588. by ſome accounted a general Councel;. 
Concil.  ( becauſe therein all the Afetropolitan Biſhops met) ſaith 
Canon 5, Leges namq; divine conſulentes Sacerdotibus ac Mi- 
r/tris Eccle/rarum, pro hereditaria portione ongni populs pre- 
ceperunt, decimas frufinum ſuorum locss ſacris preſtare---quas 
lages Chriſtianorum congeries longis tempporibus enſtadivit inteme« 
FALAS + 
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ratas: #nae ftatuimus, ut decimas Eccleſiaſticas onmis populus 
inferat. That is, Divine Laws providing for Prieſts and Mi- 
niſters of Churches, have commanded all the people for an 
hereditarie portion, to bring the Tythes of their fruits to the 
holy places, which laws, multitudes of Chriſtians have kept 
inviolable a long time. Therefore ive decree, that all-the peo- 
ple ſhall bring in their Eccleſiaſtical tenths, Coxcil, 7 uro- 
nenſe held in the time of Charls the great, Az, 81 3. ſaith, 
Nonas ac decimas, quires Ecciefrafticas tenent, ſolvere refts- 
ribus Eccleſiarum ordinati ſum, It were eafie to add hereto 
many more Teſtimonies of ancient Councels ; but becauſe 
others have ſufficiently: travelled herein, I ſhall refer the Rea- 
der who is deſirous to be further ſatisfied, to the large work of 
the learned Sir H., Spelman, c. 20. Dr. Tilſley Animad, on 
hiſt, of Tythes, Preface and Catalogue ; enly let me have 
leave to inform them, whe know not what is the difference 
between a general and a provinciall Councel. In a general 
Council omnes provinciarum Epiſcopi convemebant : yet the 
forecited Councel of Mariſcon ordained, Ut quolibet triennio, 
univerſalis Synodus celebraretur ; which would not be intended 
concerning a General Councel in the firſt acceptation, except 
that Matiſcen Councel may be allowe1 for a general one, as 
ſome account it : for a Provincial could not preſcribe a Generat 
one, though the General might preſcribe the Provincial, 

The Provincial thus diftered from the General, in numbers 
of veices and ſuffrages, as in that it was of inferiour authoriry 
tothe General. But concerning this matter, I ſhall content me 
to obſerve, That 

1; No humane Conſtitutions, cah any more give credit to' 
precepts divine, on which all muſt ground, then many Torches 
can give light to the Sun, which can be diſcerned by none but 
its on light, ner can all teſtimonies or decrees of men impair 
the truth of God. x 

2. Teftimonies of men, are not to be valued by nymber, but: 
weight ; nor weighed by any,but the (tandard of the SanRuary, 
the word of God ; and ſo far forth to be received, as they hold 
weight therewith ; that is, divine truth. 

3- Chriſt promiſed his preſence, where two or three fans | 
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be gathered together 1n his name, whoſe truth is not limited 
unto, or by multitudes in Councels : As the little Mole-hill 
may as truly have the *un-beams ſhining upon it, as the valt 
Mountain ; ſo may few gathered together 1a Chriſts name, be 
as truly aſſiſted by the Spirit of Jeius C hriſt, as where a multi- 
tude are met together, Yet here are tivo Cautions very neceſſa- 
ry to be held: 1, That not'every aflembly which ſaith, /o 
here is Chriſt,is to be taken for ſuch as are indeed gathered toge- 
ther in the name of Chriſt ; but ſuch are ſo to be eſteemed, who 
ſincerely hold the truth of Chriſt 2, Though holding the 
truth of Chrilt with a comfortable afliſtance of Gods Spirit, as 
to their own particular Intereſt ; yet may they not preſume to 
make and give Laws for the Churches publick diſcipline: But if 
Chriſt be with them, they mutt ſhew it in their peaceable obe- 
dience to authority and order ; either actively, ( if with 
good conſcience they may ) or pathvely , if otherwiſe they 
cannot, 

4. We may note, that in the general Councels yenerable 
for truth and antiquity, ſome haye diſſented and depar- 
ted. 

. The major part have not always been the beſt, nor the- 


1 King, 22:68 leſſer the worſt : Ahabs Prophets \vere hundreds againſt one 


Elijah, and ſo againſt one Micarah, 

6. Generall Councels, thougtr exceeding the Provincial in 
number and ſuffrages, . yet may they not excel them in weight ; 
there may be error of many ( as may appear in the ſecond Ni- 
cene Councel,as 7, Decreeing for Images ; and the Councel 
of Trext, &c,) and there may be truth in few. The Apo- 
les in the Councel at Jersſalem were not many, but ſufi- 
cient to determine for the world, becauſe afliſted by the Spirit 
of God. 

. Provincial Councels as occaſion was offered them, De- 
creed that Tythes ſhould be duly paid ; which if the Gene- 
ral did not meddle withall, it may be conceived, that it was 
becauſe they had no occaſion thereof preſented to them by any 
complaint : and tney being then in purſuit of the enemies of 
truth, would not divert to the' care- of things thereto ſubor- 
dinate, and much inferior, 
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Theſe things laid down, the prudent Reader may be ſatis- 
fied concerning this argument of Councels, and perceive the 


 weaknels thereof, and the falſhood of that aſſertion, that theſe 


Councels did not ſo much as name or mention Tythes, until the 
Lateran Councel, eAm. 1119. and after a little payvſe he 
ſaith, An. 1180. Oh for the whetſtone ! 

== For the ſe of the poor | This ointment (ſaid Judas) might 
have been ſold for mnch and given to the poor, but this he ſaid, 


Joh. 12.6. Now whether the poor are here intended and 
mentioned for love and care of them, or malice to the Mini- 
ters, again(t whom you bring this argument, God knows, and 
all good men knov, that a S2crilegious perſon is a thief, I fear 
your Charity would be contented that any one ( the devil nor 
excepted ) ſhould have your Tythes, woutd he but ſend his 
Tything-Catts abroad for them, ſo that Minifters might be 
deprived of them, your work were done : If ſome Chaples 
HA artell would take the Churches eſtate to pay Souldiers, you 
would reſolve upon the-queſtion it were Chriſtian policy, But 
to your often repeated objeton,we ſay that there were. Tythes 
allotted for the poor,. diſtin from the Minifters Tythes, who 


| have willingly relteved the poor, and would do Qill, but that 


ou have ſo pillaged them, 'that you have ſcarce left themſelves 
read. 

You ſay farther---x0t any ( Councels ) that expreſly ſuppoſed 
them a dnty of common right, befor: the Countel of Lateran, 
held in the year 1215. | Were this ſo' much as probable, it 
would cendemn the Chriſtian world, and the Prelates of much 
defe& herein, We are too ſure that many are faulty herein 
now, . becauſe Satan hath blinded the minds of many, and (tir- 
red up ſundry 1mpoftors to write and ſpeak. againft the o:dt- 
natice of God for ſupport of the Miniftry, his_ defg'1 being 
to ſteal away the oyl from the Tabernacle lamps, that their 
light failing , his Kingdome of darkneſs may be advanced : 
but if now, Governors ſhould ſet out ſome more trict decrees 
for Mmifters, more eafie recovery of their Tythes then for-- 
merly have been, feeing the apdſtacy of ſo many ſeRarjes ; 
would thoſe decrees be any proof in future ages, that T ythes 

; ere 


p3g. 7% 
ot that he cared for the poor, 'byt becauſe he was a thief, cc, Mat. 26 9. 


The great Caſe of Tythes ſtated, 


Rom. 1. 8, 


were never ſuppoſed a duty of common right, before the year 
1659. or ſome following time, 

# ( you ſay ) were they free to diſpoſe them, were they 
pleaſed until the Popiſh Conncels reſtrained their liberty | Say 
now, bona fide, Were Tythes, due to Prieſts and Levites under 
the Law, or Miniſters of the Goſpel, ever free to be diſpoſed 
of by the people, in a ſetled ſtate of any Church conſtituted, 
where the people pleaſed 2 If you mean tenths for the poor, 
they are out of the verge of this preſent controverſie, and ſo 
you trifle: 1f you mean Tythes for Miniſters, and main- 
tenance of Gods ſervice, we juſtly require your proof ; we 
know that under the law God never allowed any ſuch 
liberty to his people ; neither can it appear in the Goſpel, that 
ever he left the Miniſters thereof 2 a leſs certain and deter- 
minate maintenance, then he did the Priefts and Levites z here 
now being the Miniſtry of a more excellent Teſtament eſta- 
bliſhed upon better promiſes ; and how elſe did Pax! avoiv his 
power therein, 1 Cor, 9. however in thoſe times of the Chur- 
ches troubles,he uſed 1t not ? 

You ſay farther---The 8/d Roman doftrine, that T ythes ought 
to be paid | And was the layy for. paying Tythes, old Remay 
dodrine? Was Moſes a Roman ? Or was Chriſt a Roman, 
who allowed the ſame in the Phariſees praQiſe > Rut, to 
take your meaning , with favourable interpretation of unad- 
viſed words; I muſt put you in mind, that the old Remay do- 
rine was pure, When S. Paw! commended their faith, and ſo 
it continued unto their latter apoſtacy. . 1 ſo much reverence 
antiquity, as to avoiw, that, quod antiquiſſimum, weriſſimum. 
To your following Allegations, I ſay, what laws and canons 
for Tythes among the Saxons determined, doth net proye that 
Tythes are not dueto Miniſters by divine right? And as to the 
reſt, I ſay, if they made laws to bind the people to obey. 
Gods moral Law, they did well therein : and concerning the 
people ſo bound, it 1s pity that they ( as we now ) neededſuch 
coercive layys to reſtrain their Sacriledge, a. 21 

To that whych you ſay, pag. 10. That nitwithſtanging the 
many Laws, Canons and Decrees of Kings, it was left to the 
owner to confer it where. he pleaſed ;] We anſwer to theſe tauto- 
logies, 


The great ( aſe of Tythes ſtated. 
logies; if they-wete. truz, thatiis' no wonder:if there, Was. 
no abſolute reformation at- once,! ſpecially :there- where :the\ 

oples great Diana, {ecular intereft, hath"a part. But now ; 
confider, Of what (trength is your argument, 4 faths ad js 
faciendi? They did ( ſay you ) leaveitto the owner, to con- 
fer it where he pleaſed ; ergo, it was juſt and lawfull ſo to.do.; 
that conſequence will 'appear -no:oriouſly faulty in other 1n- 
ances, For example, The people of Judah built them Hogh, 
. places and Images, " and\ Groves on every bjigh bill: yeag _ 
m Aſa's good reign, The high places were not removed : In * K'0g-t 5.1 4. 
that miſcellanie of Religion, 2 King. 17. 29. 32. ( to which 
may be added our modern confuſion) Every Nation made 
Gods of their own, . and put them in the houſes of the high places 
whiclfthe Samaritans had made, c, and made untothemſelves 
of the loweſt. of them ,, Prieſts of rhe high places, - So Jero- 
boam made Prieſts of the loweſt of the prople, which were not of * Chro.33.17. 
the ſons of Levi ; whoſoever would, he conſecrated him, and ke 
became one of the Prieſts of tht high places.” «And this became t King.2 2.38. 
a (into the houſe of Jeroboam, even to ent it off : he naade hins 
Prieſts - for the Devils, ' arid for the Calves which be: had 
made : 2 Chron, 11. 15. {Under him the/ people fell to 1do- 
latry; their fa& concluded it not juſt : and 1n the Prophet 
Malashies time, the people did not pay their Tythes 
and Offerings : Did that exempt them from the curſe; becauſe Mal. 3. 
there were multitudes of offenders ? iNo, noy- it brought it 
upon the whole Nation ;'-no examples of multicudes : ſhall ex- 
cuſe Sacriledge. og VN oparioed 

eAnd Pariſhes ( you ſay ) are but of late ereftion | What 
would not he mak? his ignorant Reader ſwallow ? Damaſus Page 10. 
ſpeaking of D:ony/izs who lived about the year 260. ſaith, 
 Presbyteris Eccleſias diviſit co cemmteria parochiaſq; & dizt#ſes 
conſtituit : he diſtribared unto Prieſts, Churches #nd:Church- 

:yards, and appointed Pariſhes" and Diceſes; : So alſo Platina Vit. Pontif. 
in the life of Dronyſizs teltifieth, 'in the/2d, Councel of Car- P19nyl. inir, 
thage, the argument of the 11 Canon is, Ur nullus parochiams _ | 
aliezam preſumat ggrvadere, That no man ſhould preſume to —q Concil. 
invade anothers' Pariſh: which Councel though but Provincial, © © -_ 
was confirmed' by. a general.Councel in 77alo* this was held C:fr20z. ſui... 
0, D 
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in Cypriezs time,. that ancient Martyr,.; Inthe-decrees of r= 


ban-in the. year. 2306.. it1s ſaid of lands dedicated and given t 5: 
the Church--- ipſ@ werores inditione (ingularum parcchiarnm, 5c. 
In; the Ansyran Councel, held about the year 308. approved 
by the Nexexe, it wa* decreed that Biſhops-and their Maniſters,, 
ſhould- endeavour utterly to root-out that devillith invention 
and art of ſortitedge-»-e parochrrs-ſu3s, - In the 3 Canon of the 
Councel. of. Axtioch, we read thus, S: qys prezbyter ant didco- 
ma, aut omnins. quitibet ex Clero parechiam propriam dereas 
wel omnino. demgnans ;n alia parochia, Cc, This Councel was- 
approved in the 11xt general © ouncel of Coaſtartinople, In the 


- Councel of Sardz, it was: ordained, Canon 18. 19, Thatno 


Bithop ſhould ordain a\Mainilter, ex al/4.perochia \yithout the 
conſent of bis Biſbop. Inithe Zaodiceay Councel, Canen 14. 


fee the like. It: were. eafie to weary the Reader with ſuch: 
proefs:. And isnotit a notorious falſhood toſay that Pariſhes. 


are but of lace erection ?+ Onething is here-confiderable, that 
when there were but fer. Chriſtians, Pariſhes were of much. 
greater Circuit. of land, then fince the: moxe. abundant plan- 
tation of the G 7 
of Pariſhioners,. many Chappels 6f cafe ereced, * have fince 
om of Parliaments been made Pariſh-Churches, ſubje& tg 
the Biſhops and their Dioceſles, -— + Fe 

The people ( you (ay) | 
yield ther obedrence | Net that God had ever ſome good corne 
among .- thoſe tares- I. conceive you: have 1o-:much faith. to 


believe, . ( if you believe that he-had in all ages-a'Catholick, 
ough- pothibly you have not ſo. much Charity as. 
| to confeſs that be had ſuch Excellent Saints then, as'are among. 


Church, )- th 


you now in this laſt and worſt of ages. 


You ſay, What before was owned for a gift, was now claimed: 
a4 debt | Shew, if you are 2 true man, ho ever owned it as- 
a'gift or free benevolence'of men, except thoſe who knew not,, 
or would not acknowledge the-divine. inflitution of Tythes :. 
we on them-as Gods gift, and therefore. as-'mans due to be: 
= unto us. God. made us. not your galmes-men ,. but in; 

12. 5:19; things: ſpiritual our-p 
ODE on Lard, i Theſ, 5.12. And ſohot tolive of your 


eoples rulers ; watchmen and guides ſet 


benevolence, 


olpel, vherein for the eaſe and accommadation- 


then generally being Papiſts,. did: 
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benevolence, but duty, as ſpiritual Parents; 'and ſhevv if you 
can, why that duty ſhould be leſs determinate anacertain, then - 
it Was wndet the laiv to Prieſts and Levites : that he ever.reſer- 
ved out 'of the reſt which he gave to Iſrael, tohimlelf and 
to his ſervice, never leaving it arbitrary to mans will or wiſdom 
to appoint, no rftto Meſes himſelf; And how prove ycu'that 
he leaves us to your will and charity now ? All acknowledg 
a La for paying Tythes to thoſe who ſerve about holy things, 
ſhe ws in any one Text of the Old or New Teſtament whete 


that law is repealed, or the whole of Miniſters maintenance 


left to tne peoples j leaſure ? ; 

Seeing (you ſay) themſelves in a ſnare | To you it ſeems that 
the ordinance of God is a ſnare; this diſcovereth your dange- 
rous condi ion, and is animpious expreſſion, 

a_n you ſay, T he 'Pope hath beex 1nperions, or in a great 
heigth of pride | Whats that tous? If ſo, it was his fin, for 
which he is reſponſible to. God, who, can make wicked men in- 
rumental to fome eminent gonad ; - as-1n the example of Judas 
( as to the paſſion of Chriſt for our Redemption and Salvation ) 
appeareth ; to whem ve may add the reſt, whodid therein that 
which the hand and Councel of God determined before to be 
done. And who can deriy-but that he might alſo work good by 
the Popes commandingsTythes to be paid for the ſupport of the 
preaching of the GUS to the then living eleR, Go power- 
full inſtrument of Salvation , however it. proved -a ſavour of 
death to many, poſſibly of thoſe that preached it, but obeyed 
it nof. | | 

Next you trouble your rexders about Canom-laws, and 7 a- 
rochial payment of - T ythes ſetled, What, ſuppoſe you-that no 
good could be. profeſſed, done or ſetled in that time, wherein 
error and \ickedneſs-had miſerably overſprexd a Church ? I 
ſuppoſe 7 will not onſecond thoughts conclude ſo ; when 
you mind not the propagation ef the Goſpel in 1ſrae/, when 


the Jews, Princes, "Prieſts and people generally perſecuted the 
faith of Chriſt, 

Next you talk of the poor 3 Fer whoſe ſahes ( you ſay ) Pag., j a 
T ythes were chiefly given ] If you mean that theſe ſpecified 
Parliaments did ſettle Tythes chiefly for the rehief of the poor, 

| ' D 2 you 


<A 
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you do but triflz ; knowmg that Tythes were ancizntly ap-+ 
pointed for ſeveral aſes, ' 1. Ornam:nt of Churches, 2, Fur 
the poor, '3., For love Feaſts, 4. For Miniſters mainte- 
nance, What ever Parliaments enacted, mult be judged by 
Gods laws : human lay is to our duty 4 mxnſura menſurata 4 
lege divina, whoſe endis the utility of menllff therefore to that 
ſupream power and juſtice muſt we look, and m that reſt, 
So that this your argumentis childſh and impertinent,, except 
you could ſhew that we take human Laivs and Statutes of Par- 
liaments, to be the ground of our right to Tythzs ; we ſay after 
that ancient Councel of Mariſcen forecited; God hath appoin- | 
ted them for our inheritance, or hereditary portion, | 
You ſay moreover, He that did not pa », nogreat puniſhment 
could they inflift on him, but excommunication | You mean-I 
fuppoſe that men could nat, you carnot be. ignorant of the 
poiver of God to puniſh the $acrilegious, who hath denounced 
Ma. 3. the curſe on them-: but was excommunication no great py- 
3: Cor. 5. niſhment, ir the Apoſtles ſence delivering to Satan ? Poſ- 
fably you account this puniſhment the leſs, becauſe herein the 
facrilegious were but delivered to their own Maſter... As for 
the exemptions you mention, we-diſhke them-as well as you : 
as little to your purpoſe is that which you ſay in your fol> 
|.1.c.7:c.8.8&c, loving cenſure of Popiſh imitation of Jews, which as to 
bb. c. 4. &c. thoſe rites which your D«rand” citeth'in his Rationale, we ut- 
terly diſlike.” : ; : 

Bat you ſay, Henry 8. being 4 Papift. &c. | One thing is 
remarkible, you uſe to call all Papery, which ſuits not with 
your fancy; If Hemry $8. did any thing according to Gods 
Will and Word, that is no more Pepiſh, than that was 
Devilliſh, which the Devil ſaid; Afar. 5.7. Henry 8, Was a 
Papiſt, and he made a Law; thitevery man ſhould ſet out his 
Tythes ; What is the concluſion yon drive to; ergo, paying 
of thoſe duties is Popiſh'; Poor Sophiſtry! You are not igno« 
zant that this were a Sophiſm; Nan cnuſ4 procauſa: His bei 
a Papiſt, was not the cauſe of his making that lacy for Tythes, 
but ( as your ſelf confefs ) becauſe he believed that Tythes 
were due to God and his holy Church. In that yorrcall that the 
Popes doArine,- ({ rrhich by your own: party is cenfelled to be 

grounded-. 
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erounded.on the Lav of God, ) you commend the Popes Do- 
ctrine, though with an intent to Calumniate ours, 


_— 


And you L1y, Firſt of 0: Varliam:at laws for T ythes,, and ag» 12. 


that npon which the reſt are grounded-| Here is ano:hzr goto- 
rious untruth > Was our Hepry. 8. before Athelſton , who 
reiznzd in this land about the year of our Lord 924 > Would 
you haye your readers believe that Hemry 8, made a Lav, about 
600 years before he. was born, and croivied King ? Was hz 
King of this 11nd before Edgar, lwving aboutih: year 95g? or 
before Cannmus,. who rggned here about eAn. 1015 ? or Wil- 
liam th: Conquzrer, Heary x. Henry 2. Henry 3, by Wil- 


In the gih. year of his reign, by that ſacred Charter made in I yvcs. 


the name of himſelf and his heires for ever, gramed all this 


. anew unto God, We have gramed, ſaith he, unto God, and by 


this our preſent C harter bawe canfirm:d, for us ard for our heirs, 
for evermore, that the Church of England ſhall be free, and 
« ſhaft have all her holy rites zxviolable, Magna, c, 1, Andrhat 
« this Charter might be-immortal , and liks the ſanRified 
« things of the Temple forever inviolable;1t yas not only forci- 


« fied by the Kings Seal, (the ſacred anchor of the Kingdome) 


& but by his ſolemn Oath,and the Oath of his Son,and th2 No- 


& bility of the Kingdom: yea , th. whole Kingdom - yielded : 


« themſelves to ſtand accurſed, if. they -ſhould at any timw.af- 
& ter impeach this grant ; and therefore in the 25 Edward 1; 


« 2 ſpecial Statute was made for confirmation of this Chartes; : 
«< wherein, among other things it 1s ordained, that the Bi- 
&* ſhops ſhall excommunicate the breakers thereof ; aud. the - 
<« very form-.of the ſentegce 1s there precrib2d, according to - 
& tyhich, upon th2 13 Mar. An. 1304 Edward 1. Bouface © 


« the Arch-biſho) of Canterbury, and five oth2r Biſhops. ſo- 


© lemnly denounced this curſe in Weltminſte:-Hall, the King * 
<« himſelf with a great part of th2 Nobility bing preſent: - 


&« Firſt againſt all thzm--that ſhould willingly and militiouſly 
&« deprive or ſpoile Churches of their rites. Secondly, . A- 


.<-ainſt thoſe that by any. art or*dzvic?, infringed the-lib2r- 
. , d © o 
; tes + 


| 1} 
liam Selden-c\ted as Liw-makers for th payment of Tythes ** of Tytbes* _ 


to the Miniſters > One thing out of the learned S. H. Spelman, = 
I defire the Reader to conlider ; King Hezry 3. ( ſaith he ) Large work of 


The great (aſe of 1: ythes ſtared. 


AR. 5. 4. &c. 


« ties of the Church ot. Kingdom granted by magna C harta, 


« Th'rdly, Againft thoſe that ſhow/d make new Statues againſt 


« the Articles of theſe Charters, &c, 

And novy conlider, you that nave Engltſh hearts to love and 
pity your Country : what theſe Pamph/erers aim at, Who lay 
{tumbling blocks before the peoxle, that” tnay may bring the 
curſe upon this N tion, which mult inevitably come upon it, 
( if ſacrilegicus hafids be permitted to take away the C hurches 
rites ) for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, Mal. 3. 

1f Tythes had no other ground, but only the laws of Prix- 
ces, and that they were not before the enacting of thoſe lays, 
and ſolemn dedications due ; yet conſider x. What came to 
Anauias and Saphira ; the Apoſtle told him, that whilſt the 
land remained in nis hands, it appertained unto him as atrue 

roprietor, and yhen is was fold and in m:ney,' that was alſo 
isown ; it was then arbitrary, and he might have otherwiſe 
diſpoſed of it; but when he had given it to the advancement 
and ſervice of the Goſpel, he made it ſacred, andalt due -to 
God and his affignes ; and therefore keeping back any part 
thereof, helyed to God: and if it were ſacriledg to take away: 
any part of that which had been dedifated to holy uſeg, by a 
mans own donation and dedication of the whole ; What 1s it to 
rob and take away from the C hurch that which God his ſelf hath * 
dedicated and conſecrated tb the ſame, ( ſuppoſe in money, 
olebe, or other land given toward the maintenance of Gods 
wotſhip, or Tythes ) on which came alfo a ſecond bond, by 
the Voiv, Oath, and free-will offering of the whole body of a 
rerublick in the repreſentgtive thereof, confilting of King, 
Nobles, Clergy and Commons lawfully aflembled in Parl- 
ament ? But ſome ſay. though our former Kings and Parli- 
aments were bound by their voiv and dedication of Tythes, or 
Lands given to the Church or Churches, becauſe chey lifred 
up their hands to God to give the ſame, what ts that to us ? very 
much 2 for lawfull vows of fathers deſcend and are obligatory to 
their Children arg poſterity ; and ſo in tne blefſivg to the per- 
formers, as we. may ſee in the example of the Rechabrres, 
Jer. 25. 18, 19. and in the curſe'to the violaters of the (2me ; 
therefoge becauſe J-ſhya and the Princes of 1frael ( though 
| | ceceived 


£L 


Q. =J* 0 _ 


| Generations, Out of a perverſe zeal, {ley them, Ged puni- 


Jemn curſe 1n the AQs of Mortmain.) might hereto be d, 
even from Heary $. who ( before his giving away T yth&, and: 


with on Comah, writethis man C hildleſs--=, The curſe ſo ma- Jer' 22, 36. 


and Mar dotn, whe 


which conſumed the neft, and deſtroyed the whole air. 
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by wy of irrifion, | Next I ſay, whatever they, or the Bohe- 
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deceived by the Grbeomtes, a people among th2 reſt.of the Ca- 
wenutes, devoted by Gods.owvn commandment, todeſtrution ) 
had lifted up their hands ts God, to ſpare them alive, they Fas 
were bound by their Oarhyſo to do ;; and {o were their Children: 

to ſucceeding Generations. So that when Saw/, after miny 


A—_ 


2 Sam, 31 1,1. 


d that fat. ever, in. Davids reign, Three years, year aſter 
year there cam? @" famine npon 1jracl, until it was revenged on 
the family of Saul, Many inſtances of Gods juſtice in this kind 
neer us of eminent great arid gy fanylies utterly ruinzd 

the main cauſe,” to men appearing, being ſacritkede, impropri- 
hon [ ythes and laying 4 grots fo bands thts defbrudtive 
-moriels: of: gl.be and other Lmds formerly dedicated With a ſo- 


thingsconſecrated to Gods worſhip unto impropriators hands ) 
proſperqus in an hopefull iflue, yet, as to allies, that doom 
was determined which:was prouounced by the Prophet Jere- 


ny years before ſolemnly and publickly imprecated, came upon 
divers of our principakNobility, and other illuſtrious Families, 
fe names I ſpare ; only I hint this, that 
all whom it concerns ,' may be warned to diſgorge. thoſe 
facred morſels, whioh-they yet hold, leſt they prove deſtru- 
Rive to them and theirs ; and that the Reader may-at once per- 
ive of. what validity all the zeſt of the like arguments are, 
wherevith this Pamphleter and his aſſociates endeayour to pu z- 
zle the minds of illiterate readers ; and that all may conſider 
what ſevere whips God yet holdeth over thoſe who hunger for 
ſacred morſels, You know the embleme, the Eagle ſnatchirg: 
up 2 piece of fleſh frat the Alter, to carry up to her neſt of 
young ones, With it carried a coal of fire cleaving to the fleſh, 


But you ſay, Some of our famous Reformers, did in theirs: 14; 
days, bear their Teſtimony againſt Tythggg&cc. | 1 anſwer, firſt 
I conceive that you call them. faxzoxs reformers, ironically, ard 


you cited, ſpeak againſt Tythes, is of rio more- «a 
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then- mans - teſtimony againſt Gods* Ordinance, Laftly,: that 
cne'Bermard ſaw . not all, it is no wonder, the molt learned 
knoz but in part now, that the ſun, from the rifing appears 
not in his full light at once, non? can rationally wonder ; and 
why ſhould we that th2 reformation was not perfected all at 
Once 6 
You ſay, Inyour following heads of recapitulation, He wil 
find the knowledg of thoſe things which be needfull } Yes, no 
doubt to confirm him in yaur errour 3 but there can benone- 
ceſſity of ſinning. = 4 

Tythes (youſay ) were paid te the. Levites, that did the 
common ſervices of the T abernacle, &c. how the payment of 
T ythes to Miniſters, ſucceeds the payment of Tythes to the Le- 
wvitess{( you ſay, we ) bad ned to confider } We conſider the 
A rule, 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. Which is, They which nj- 
niſter abut holy things, live of the things of the 1 empls : and 
they which wait at the altar, are partakers with the altar, Even 
fo hath the Lord erdaimed, that they which preach-the-Goſpel, - 
{bonld live of the Goſpel. Secondly, \we coul1ler, that de/chi- 
ſedech received Tythes, in the figure of Chriſt, the -King of 
Righteouſneſs and Peace : and that Tythes are due to'Chrif 
and his aſſignes, the Miniſters of the Goſpel, not as/a Levi-' 
tical, but as -a moral duty, belonging. to God, long before 
either Levites or ceremonial Law werein being; ; and therefore 
they continue under the Goſpel , becauſe mogal. duties. are 
vichtngenble. And it is obſerveable; that Melchiſedech met 
not eAbraham the father of the faithfull, with bloody Sacri- 
fice, like a Prieft of the Lwv, but with a ſupply: of bread and 
wine, the elements of a Goſpel-Sacrament, which the Mini- 
ters are to divideunto the people : That Tythes are-not Le- 
vitical or Ceremonial:y due,it may appear, becauſe _ 

1. They are much moreanctent then the Levitical Laiv, . 

2. Secondly ,  Tythes are poſitively declared to be the 


' Lords, and ſo to belong to his Minifters- about holy things for 


ever. | | 
3. Coremones ofthe Levnical-law were all ſignificative, as . 
of ſomthing to be performed by Chriftz for the warkof our re- 


deraption ; butſo are not Tythes, 


- 
oy 


4. Tything 


[3 
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4. Tything now uſed, 1snot after the manner of the L evit;- 
cal Law, but after the.manner of e Abrahams paying tythes to 


Melchiſedec, who was not of the tribe of Levi : So our tything, 


is now to Chriſt, who.was of the tribe of Judah, of which no Heb. 7. 13, 


man gave attendance at the Altar, 
5. The end whereto tythe was ordained, is. moral in point of 
Piety, Juſtice, atid Gratitude, 
Fuſt, Piet, for that will maintain the worſhip of Gdd. 
Secondly, Juſtice , for that isto give every man his due : 


Now the /aborer s worthy of bis reward ; and God hath ap- 1 Tims. 48, 


um in the Goſpel, as well as under the Law, 

Thirdly, Gratitude,for benefits receiyed of himzto whom we 
ow and offer ſuch thanks ; adde hereto,that theſe are to be paid, 
to incourage and ſuſtain the laborers in the work of the Lord ; 
as Hez.chzah commanded the people to grove the portion of the 
Prieſts, and the Levites, that they might be encouraged 1n the 
Law of the Lord, 2 Chron,31. 4. 

And we may here conſider , that in the Lewitical Law, the 
Lord had regard to proviſion for Goſpel Miniſters; for he ſaith 
in one of the branches thereof, — Thou ſhalt not muz.z.le the 
Ox that treadeth out the Corn ; which the Apoſtle applieth to 


inforce payment of honorable maintenance of Goſpel Mini- _ 


ſers : Neither was that equity new, neither the Goſpel it ſelf : 
The firſt appearance whereof, Which we read of, was from the 


beginning, when: God ſaid, x that is, the ſeed of the Woman , g, 


ron tythes for a zeward or maintenance of thoſe who ſerve * ©r'9. 14- 


n-2}. 


C briſt —Mmade of a Woman, all bruiſe th y head ; that is, the Gal.4. 4. 


Serpents head, (in which his life and venome principally lieth,) 


This Goſpel-:promiſe lay hid: for ages and:generations, under gpheſ.z.9. 


dark and myſterious ſhadows and figures : So that though the Oe 26. 
X06. 4, 
"py 7 
& 18, 22, 1 


Law, like Tamars Zarah, as it were firſt put outthe hand , 


i 


which was before its. hirth, marked ith a $karletthred (blood 


and death ;) yet in ſome fort the Goſpel was firſt born, like Gen, 3. ry, 
Pharez., Gen. 38, 28, 29, 30. and Was, as the day light, by & 4. 4. 
little and little, toyyard the fulnefs of time (@herein the Sun Gal. 4: 


of Righteouſneſs ſhould ariſe to enlighten the World) mini- I*Þ 


fefted, See Ger.4g. 10. Numb 24. 17. 1Jai.7. 14. & I. I, 
20, 12. . Dan.g, Mich, 5, &c. and at the laſt clearly inter- 
+ odd """ſ preted, 


— — 


 —_— 
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Rom.s6. AY 
& 3. 2,3» 


xreted, 1 John 3. 8. For this purpoſe the Sonof: God was. mani 
eſted, that he might deſtroy. the works of the. Devil , ruine 


ng '* 35» death, and hell, And becauſe God would manifeſt this his mercy 


Hal. 13, I4, 


25. 


Heb. I 3-29. ; 


to the World, for the comfort and confirmation of his Elect in 
all ages, after mans fall, he ſill ſent cut ſome Interpreters and 
Preachers of his Sacred M ;ſtery, furniſhed with. ſuch means - 
as might every ways enable them thereto. and ſupport them as 
totheir humane neceſſities,  Andit is not probable, thar an al- 
wiſe Gd would {lack his hand,. and appoint a leſs certain, de- 
terminate, and comfortable maintenance to the Miniſters of the 
moſt excellent Teſtament. (the Eternal Goſpel) than he did un- 
to the Prielts of th more imperfet, which was to ceaſe and bz 
done away :+.*o chat the Goſpel-maintenance, as to the Moral . 
equity thereof., ,was- before the Lav of . Moſes, given many 
hundred years after the Goſpel-promiles. 

Your ſecond Obſervation; is , That amongſt the Jews, ns 
etward Lay . was appornted for the recouery 0 Sons : bm he 
that did wat. pay them, robbed God,.&c.) And think you, that 
robbing God, .againſt which the curſe of 'the whole Nation was - 
denounced, had. no puniſhment following it? * Think younot, . 
that every fin ſeparating betiyeen the finner and Gbd, the ſole 
Fountain of. Blefſednefs, was not. a ſufficient puniſhment to it 
ſelf in theguilt thereof ? And. do you concave, . that we are - 
now bound by IfFaets* Judicial 'Laws,,. any further than'ſome 
Statute Law-of this Nation makes them in force to binde us ? 
It ſeems grievous tdyou, that atly Liw'is made by govd Princes - 
and their great Councils fot recovery of ,Tythes ; "but for which,.. 
you and others of your Se, wauld venture on Gods Juſtice, 
asif it were a light matter, by the contempt of Divine Lays, | 
ta fall into his hands, ho is 4 comſmonng fire, ©, 

But know you thatit'is both lawful and neceſſary for thoſe 
who have Legiſlitive power in Republicks, of authority to ex- 
ecute Juftice, to binde their Subjects from -running into fin, . 
and pulling doyyn curſes upon their'Souls ; and therefofe to en- 
2 Laws. tocorfipel them by reſpeStive puniſhinents to obedi-. 


ence to Gods Moral” Laws: "As incaſe of prophanation and 
common ſivearing , for which the Land. mournerh, adalery, . 
murder, theft, opptellion, &6.- T ſuppoſe youwill altow, *. * © 


Yow: 


_w—_—— 
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"You ſay again, That Tythes were not for the Levites one! '>.] 
It is eaſily granted, Jerom on &zek, hb, 14,-cap. 45. ſheivs, 
That there were I ythes of four ſorts : Firſt, For the Levites ; 
Secondly, For the-Prieſts.; Thirdly, For Love-feaſts ; Fourth- 
ly,For the Poor, Which whether this Pamp hleter difſembleth, 
do he.may have ſomething to-ſay, though to no purpoſe, ex- 
cept fo trouble the Reader, 1 knoiv not. | 

You ſay again, That when the Levitical Prieſthood was 


.changed by the coming of Chriſt Jeſws, the Law for tything was 


alſe changed, 4s Paul writ to the Hebrews. ] Now Samſon will 
pull the Houſe upon his ovn head: That very Text which you 


cite, is point-blanck againſt your ſelf ; the Law (that is, the 
Ceremonial Law) was changed, therefore ſomething Was a 


pointed in its place: What, but the Goſpel and the Miniſtery 


thereof > And as the Office, ſo of the neceſſity of humane 
condition, reſpe&.muſt be had for rhe ſupplies thereof, whereby 
it may continue, There was therefore a change of this Lav, 


as to that which was Ceremonial, for example in the manner of 
aying Tythes tothe Prieſts and Levites, the place where, at 


Teruſalem , or other publick ſtore-houſes thereto appointed:; 


but not in reſpe& of the morality, or any branch thereof : So 
that the Prieſthood after the order of Melchiſedec, is not a- 
boliſhed, nor the Tythes to the ſame belonging ; as the Apo- 
file ſhews, Heb. 7. 8. ſaying, eAnd here men that dye receive 
tythes, but there be recerves them, of whom it is written , that 
he liveth ; that is,Chr:ſt. Sothen tythes (bill follow the Pfieſi- 


hood ; and ſo the Apoſtle makes a Prieſt, and areceiver of 


tythes equivalents : Inftead of ſaying, Menthat dye are Prieſts, 
he ſaith. 7 hat men that recerve tythes : And inſtead of ſaying, 
He that hives us a Prieſt, he ſaith, He thet lives takes tythes, 
As if in his judgment, Tythes and Prieſthood were as inſepara- 


ble in point of right, as Kingdom and Tribute ; and ſothepor- 


tion gue to Chritt, is-fbll due to his Aſſigns, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, ho are hisrecetvers, and in their Miniſtration in 


| his ſtead, 2 Cor, 5. 20. And:ſo hath Chriſt appointed, x Cor, 


9. 14. | 5: 
-.* But to your Ob;eRion, I ſuppoſe, your familiar, on which 


you'rely;-is known to you , except coming up. Jarm-like, 


E 2 | double 


C————— 
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double faced, you do not ſo well mark it : The one 15a Paro» 
logiſm , 4 difls ſecundum quid, ad dictum -ſimpliciter ; the 
other is your old acquaintance, Petitio principy : We ſay, that | 
changing the Prieſthood, ths Ceremonial part of the Law onely 
was changed ; but not the Law for tything, which is Moral, 
You ſay that, Pa#/ wrote ſo (that the Law "for tything was alſo 
changed.) Pax/s words to the Hebrews in the cited place, are 
theſe. ——The Priefthood changed, there ts made of neceſſity 4 
change alſo of the L aw. You corrupt the Text, by adding there» 
to (of tythes) ſhew us theſe words, —The Law for tything 
was alſo changed, either in that place, or any other writing of 
St, Paul, or in all the New Teſtament, - and we will: reſt ſatis- 
fied therewith, and never miore ſpeak for”tythes. Burt ſeeing 
you cannot, for ſhamz, and danger of theſe plagues which are 
threatned, Revel,'22. 18. leaveithat cauſe, which you cannot 
uphold without ſo many untruths, and falfification of the ſacred 
Scripture. 

You ſay, For the firſt three hundred years; while the pnrisy 
and (implicity of the Goſpel was retained, no tythes were paid 
among Chrifians.” If this were true, Whit could it make 
againſt our right to tythes?” The cauſes which hindred their pay» 
ment, are laid down in our anſwer to that which you objeRed * 
in your third Page, Alſo for that you ſpeak concerning the A« 
poſtles free Preaching of the Goſpel, to which I here adde, - 
that Origex, who flouriſhed about 226. or 230: in his v1. Hom, 
n Nauk. after many other forcible perſwaſions to pay their 
tythes, by that which Chriſt ſaid to the Phariſees, Thes ought 
you to have done, &c, he preſently addeth, — How therefore 
ſhall your. righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of Scribes and 
Phariſees, if 'they dare not taſte the Fruns of their Land, 
— Prinſquam primitias ſacerdotibus offerant & Levitis decime 
ſeparentur ? Cyprian, whoſe Martyrdom fell not long after, 


ſpeaking of the Levites tythes, ſaith, Q#e mrcratio & forma || 


1<lero tenetur, &'c. And he blameth Yiltor, for- appointing 
Geminins Aftorems his Attorney, becauſe he would not have him 
diftrated from: his Miniftry, and citeth theſe things as a De» 
cxee of his Anceſtors, The ſame Father in his third TraF, De 
fw1pl, Prelab, ſpeaking of the times before himy complaineth - 

: of-: 


5 Sew vw We 


-T hat Tenterden Steeple was the cauſe of Goodwin Sands : For 
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of Charities growing Cold,. —T wnc domss, & fundos venunda- 
bant, —Diſtributnda in uſus 11:digentium precia eA poſtolis of - 
ferebart : Ut nunc de patrimomo ne decimas damiu, —Sic in 
nobis emarcuit- vigor fidt : Sic credentium robur elanguit, . 
—T hen they ſold Houſes and Lands, and offered the price tothe 
eApoſiles to be diſtribuzed, for the uſe of the peor ; but now we © 
ſcarce give t ythes of our Patrimoes, —T hwus hath the vigor of 
Faith langiijked in us, ſo hath. the power of! Believers grown 
faint, Much concerning this hath bzen noted by others, there- 
fore I content m2 with theſe. two antient witneſſes ; but what 
now-would you hence conclude 2 Waat,that craft and impurity. 
brought in tythes among Chriſtians ? But that were a poar falla- 
Cy, Non canſa pro cauſa :- Such as the old man uſed, who ſaid, 


_—_— 


(laid he) juſt as that was building, they began to appear : But if 
inthe Primitive Church they had not the uſe of tything, under- 
ftanding Readers will conſider that which hath been ſaid there- 
in, perſecution every where raging,-could not ſuffer the people 
ts pay,-or Miniſters to receive their tythes, Yet no time can 
prevent Godin his reſerved right ; no uſe or praQtice of paying 
tythes, while perſecution hindred ; therefore there was no j#4 
1 re, non ſequitur. Tythes came into uſe ir Chriſttan Churches 
ſo ſoon as the owners their ſelves retained uſe and dominion in 
their Poſſeſſionsz except in caſe of Scandal at the firſt plant- 
ing the Goſpel, See 1 Cor, 9. 4. 1 Cor;12. 15, fc, 1 Thef, 


_ of 

That as the myFter y of iniquity began to work, &c;] Again, 7% 
here is a Fallacia non. cauſa pro cauſa, Say ſoberly, Think you 
that the working of the myſtery of iniquity was the cauſe of 
Miniſters Preaching of -that, which God had commanded to be 
dene? Or was that mens imagination (as you ſay) the ground 
whereof, you confels, was fetcht from the Lay of Moſes ? It is 
to be hoped, that your ſecond thoughts will be better. Your fixth' ' 
Obſervation is nothing; to the purpoſe, - and therefore deſerves * 
no anſiver, | Do " 

You ſay, That in the firſt payment of tythes, they were nat 
pat as tythes, but as Free-offerings, at the buunt y of the greer, 
Gs. Say now,-when, where, or by whom wetetythes + 18 
other-" 


Peg. 15;* 
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wiſe, than by Gods Ordinance, fromthe firſt mention of them, 
unto this pfeſent ; *and ſhey us, if yur.can, how identity ad- 
mits of diſpatity. Payment of t ythes, not paid as tythes ? You 
ſay, eAs Free-offerings, not as anſwering any Law that required 
the temh part, &c, |his hath, and will appear moſt talle ; 
meantime circular Arguments are #ſqwe ad rauſeam, tedious 
and abſurd tautologies, odious to the prudent Readers. Bt, 
Abraham pard tythes to Melchiſedec, and Jacob vowed a tenth 
to God, which no doubt, he alſo paid : Did theſe aQs of theirs 
anſiver no command, or motion of Gods Spirit ecuivalent 
Heb. 14, 13, thereto ? How then is it teſtified, that theſe died i» the farh? 
Can faith, as to pleaſe God, be without a divine precept ? 
If you would ſuppoſe, That Abraham gave tythes to Melchiſe- 
dec, as of meer benevolence to ſome giſtrefſed Prince, how 
think you came Jacob to vow a tenth, rather then ſome other 
part ? how ſogreat a part of the world, if not by imitation of 
Gods people conſtantly and religioutly paying tythes > What- 
ever you conclude of theſe, certainly they were not gmlty of 
bu a of whom God teſtifieth, that they died 1n the 
aith, 
4 It was not (ſay you) 4 received Doftrine, that tythes onght to 
be paid till about the year One thouſand and two, | It is eafie to 
anſiver, That with Unbelievers, the Goſpel which Chriſts Sa- 
cred Lips Preached, was a Doftrine not generally received, Was 
the Jews unbelief, which gave that holy Do&rive no better re- 
ception, any prejudice to the truth of Chrift > Heſaid of Johy 
Baptiſt, Matth. 11. 14. If ye will receive it, this ts Elias 
which was for to come: And again, Matth. 17. 12. I ſay unto 
you, that Elias & come already —': What if the Jews then 
would not, or Papitts now yill not receive this Do&rine, as 
Tom. 1.1.3. c. their learned Cardinal Fellarmize, whoafh'meth, That Ercch 
6 de TRI. and E/ras ſhall come before the end of the world, to oppoſe 
+ de gra-Prien. Antichriſt, and to convert the J:-ws, Doth mms unbelief any 
tom, £.14. Whit annul the truth of Chr'ſt? You ſee the feebleneſs of this 
your Argument, from the generality of mens not receiving a 
Do&rine, to conclude it not true, Your nineth and tenth Ob- 
ſervations, are to no purpoſe againſt us, 


( 


More- 
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 Moreovet you ſay, That tythes were brought in as a duty ow- 
z8g to God, and were ſo required and enforced, Cc, ] This may 
þ: an Argument againſt you, it is nothing againſt us. But we 
ſay more, What can any Lay made by man, have for ſo ſure 


a ground, as the Law and Commandment of God, upon which 


all Humane Lays and Decrees are, or ought to be grounded ? 
And who gives Divine or Civil property (as to juſtice inde- 
feaceable) but God, whoſe the-Earth 1s, and all the fulneſs there- 
of z From . him we.claim our portion. As for the Coercive 


Luvs of- Princes, giving us a ja 4d rem, we look upon Gods 


providence therein, and thankfully acknowledge their 
favors, for the preſervation of Gods worſhip, and our Miniſters 
ſubſiſtence. ; - without which, it is too evident, that many mens 
Atheiſtical confidence would embolden them w_ to ven- 
ture on the Juſtice of God, as they commonly d5, wika there 


are no witneſſes of their ſacriledge preſert : They have no Law- 


of Conſcience to hinder them, from taking: away what they 
can from Miniſters, | 

You ſay again, ,T hat till the 2” T welve hundred, or there- 
abouts, it was the common prattice, for every one to beſtow his 
tythes where .he pleaſed, | Suppoling it a free-gift, the owner 
had fair colour ſo-to do. - But were this true, as it is far from it ; 
what were the common prattice of every one,” againſt the Lay 


of God, more or leſs than a general Rebellion agiinſt hm ? - 


' And your ſelf in your next Obſervation, ſhe;y the miſchief en- 
fumg on ſuch arbitrary diſpoſitions; to wit, iriching thoſe 
lives of Drones, Abbe ys, and Monaſteries: And you alio cen- 


feſs, That all exemptions from i ment of —_ came from the - 
c 


Pope.' You ſay here, To beſtow this tythes ; as if they were 
alms of free benevolence, and notfduty by God injoyned : But 
we claim a right, -not depending on your charity,” knowing it 
too well. You are not ſo kind to the Prophet, as the Ravens 
at the Brook of Cherich, they brought him Bread and Fleſh 
the morning,” and likewiſe :nthe evemnug ; but you would rather 
ſtarve your - Prophet, and pick out his eyes.' Your fifteenth 
and fuxteenth Obſervation, ws conceive make nothing againſt 


.u$,*. 
Next 


Pſal.24. 1, 


I'2, - 


i Kings 17.6, 


= 
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Next you ralk of rythes, That they are the ſame thing, — 


ther claimed byan Abbey, or Impropriater, or a Prieft, and 


ſtand upon the ſame ground and foundation, &c.] That they 
are the ſame in materia ſnbjetta ; it is true, but to no purpoſe 


-urged : Would you intimate, that there is in the Creatures 
tythed ſuch an tnherent miſchief, as that quatenw ipſum, they 
- muſt needs be. evil, which are once tythed, whether taken by 


Gods Law, or by .man impropriated? If ſo, the madneſs of 
your Argument ſufficiently appears. _ Sacrificing fleſh to idols, 


x Cor, 10, 25, did notin St, Pax/s judgment, ſo pollute it, but that it might 


27, 28, 


P:g.r5. 


I$, 


be eaten, askijng no-queſtion for Conſcience ſake, That you 
mention an /npropriator,or a Prieſt, and tythes, tanding on the 
ſame ground. If you mean by Prieſt, a Minſter of the Gyſpel, 
and tythes 1mpropriated, you croſs your own Conceſſions, and 
the Dictates Gods, Law. Truly by your obſcure grumbling, 
you ſeem to be very angry, and that you would fain bite, but 
that you know that your Toothleſs Argument cannot hurt ug, 
And this, poſſibly ſo diſcompoſed the Amma!, that (as if he 
had forgotten on which (ide he is) in his ſeventeenth Obſerya- 
tion, .he doth ingenuouſly confeſs, eA Pare .of a Church de- 
clining to corruption, #nd error, clearly to be diſcerned and traced 
in that ; as the power of truth was loſt, ſs was the frutt thereof, 
which-cauſed ſuch earneſt preſſing to needful contributions ; ani 
when that wonld not ſerue, Laws and Decrees were made to force 
them : But in the beginning it wAs not ſo ; for while the purity 
aud ſimplicity of the Goſpel was retained, there needed no preſſing ; 
for their.charity then abounded, not onely to the tenth part (that is, 
tythes) but for greater parts, Antonu gladior porrt contempere, 
/s fic omma dixiſſet. : 

Next you fay, That the 7: ght of t hes was never cleared, 
even among the greateſt Papiſts. | Whatis that tous ? Tpſ# wji- 
deamt ; were ever all Caſes of Conſcience cleared among them? 
adviſe with your own Caſurfs. 

Further you ſay, /n all ages there were thoſe that withſtood 
the payment of them. | What then ? we know it to our grief : 

\Hereto you may cite this preſent age, . with.a—wirzefs our ſelf 


Al — 
Conclude 


- ud. ——__— P——_ _ - a Ms 
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Conclude now ' ( we challenge you thereto) but: conelade 
chtegorically, /W hatſoever hath'been withſtood by fome in all 
ages, is nibt.good of Juſt, The paywent cf 'Tythes to Mini- 

. fters, hath been. withſtagd by ſom? in all ages ; ergo, the 
paymit of Tythes to Mirifters, is not good ty juſt, 
"To ſuch' a concluſion your wedinam looks, if you deal ra 
tionally ; and if fo, who ſeesot the falſhood of your ma- 
jor Propofition, Which can heither'by-you, tior any Sophiſtet 
in the Wold be proved? For if that were univerſally true, 
that whatſozver hath been withſtood by ſome 1x all ages, is nor 
good or juſt ; What would become of the- holy Goſpel it ſelf > 
You know what the Jeng ove ſaid to Pant, As concermno this a &, 38, 1. 
SeB,we know that every where it it ſpoken againſ®, What truth was 
ever yet ſo evident to all men, thatit found no contradiRiion ? 
Blind Farpaſt will contend, that the room hath no light. 
Antiquity wilted not an e Anaxagoras [0 tiran nga as tO Fir, LaRant, 
affirm*that the ſnow is black ; of all truths, Satan will be 
ſure, that the Goſpe/ ſhall never want Adverſaries : ſome Jewes 
or other; to gaiſay the preaching'thereof, ind to withſtand 
the Miniſters, as 7 amws and Jambres-refifted Moſes; ſome + Tim. 3. 8. * 
tinkerly” Alexnder the Copper-Smith, - O' but ſome of the . 
Martyrs ( faitrour Antagoniſt ) antng other things, ſuffered * * 4: 4+ 
| #n flames, you lay, fo that, ſci. denymg* payment of Tythes. 

We anſwer, poſſibly a Martyr tmry not know all things, and 
therefore may errin ſome ; but till we maſtremember, that 
it is the Cauſe; not the Puniſhment, which makes the Martyr. 

Feiv are perfwaded, that either the Conclave which canonized 

Garnet, had power to make him a Saint ;' or that your Neoteric 

Satrits have authority or warrant from God to mnſaine the. 
Evangehifts, Apoſtles and \Diſcipterof Chriſt, by the holy 

Ghoſt arid (hnrch, ever fmee their timer, owned" for Sams Nm D 
and Of tnt We fear feaſt their next attempt ſhould be to _—_ . 6.5%. 
develt St; HM athew, SE 7 2. & Thomas, 8c. and to ſend Cor. 1. z. 
them out among - the vulgar,” by the naines of Mar, Far and >» Cor. 1.7. 
Tom: " Bittion faRtifie your llertion ud ſhow us any one #PÞ+ 3+ 1. &c. 
Marty” of Chyift; who ever ws of your'opinion, in denying 
the payment Tythes, and ſuffering death'for the ſame. O'S 

" Next you-demand,  #hether 4 perſon beve a time and le- PIE "5: 

F | gal 
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% gal properry.in, the temh part of atiather mans -encreaſe | Con- 
| cerning ſuch legality, hy the :Lajvs of. man, I conceive. you . 
make no. queſhon';- concerning” Utvirie Lay ,” if your quzre .. 
be,z: that u2on ; the-muter, is to. dqubt, whether God hath . 
property in mansncreaſes, or 'hath- pover and rightyo af- 

tign the ſame to whom. he will.? For the. ficlt part of ſuch a 
queſtion, I take.it tobe indiſpuſable, with all thoſe who take ; 
Gods Word to be their rule and guide ; he ſaying expreſly, -a// 


tenth ſhall be holy unto the 1 ord, YA: 30, 32. And con- 


M.l. 3. 


«ph, T 7thes are-to be paid, 
and t 


k-4 #4 4 


; 


The great Caſe of, Tythes tated. 


. God: himfelE gives,, makes (the Conyeiance, atid in; his holy 
. Word teftifieth, that: he. hath given ang, ſetled; as Inherifance, 
; and far fuch ſervice, :on:thoſes whom he hath appointed to mi- 
/Niſter! about holy things? Next we ſay,- that-you can have no 
. right in Tythes; that they ſhould become: yours either by pur- 
chaſe (for who: bath zright' to. fell Gods part, and that #-vits 


Donuino 2) Nor:by deſcent'os preſcription, | 


.., iT-hefir ft (:youſay );olams thrſe-to be due, jure divino, and 
produce, the 3 aw of Mofes for it,.&c. | What other mens opi- 


nions Are, of have been, cannot make our rightand claim by 
Gods divine donation byithe moral Law, void ; and therefore 
'we.trouble-not our ſelves-abour them. | 

. I bave ( you ſay again) diligently for two years and mare, 


 laboxres torerform myſelf, Ge. | Here you bring an argument 


from the time you+have fpent.in ſtudying this'point,' and im- 
plied unerring faculty of- apprehenſion. For if this were not, 
no time can profit to good information, Concerning the vali- 


dity of this rexſoy, 1 I leave.:to. others to judge, who better 


know-your abilities-of Art and Natute than 1 yet do 7 but-how 
give-m>leave to ak, what: Authors Rudied you ? ads pos © 
ſome, Who Were an the-fam2-error with-you ;- others who coulc 


have inform2d you better,” you condemn unknown ;' and be- 


cauſe your aim is to uphold a party, for th2 carrying ona ſecret 
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defign, you did not receive the.love of the- truh, and therefore 


cannot want ffrong deluſions; and ſo may you Rill be of :their 
form, who are ever learmng,- 4nd never able to come to the know- 
ledg of the rrmth, if you ſtudy to deceive your ſelf and others : 
which if it be notſo, I am confident that you may find enough 
in the writings of ſound and Orthodox Divines , | to: unde- 
ceive you if at leaſt you will not ſhut your eyes ; if the vail 
be laidovet your eyes, none but God can mxk2 you ſez ; whom 
we- prays; in-his good tim? toremovs2 If, : 
© . Youſpeak ag1n, of changing the Law by Chriſte, ] Con- 
cerning the change of -the Ceremomal Law, you have been an- 
ſvered ;, that change is gfanted you, without advantage to you, 
or apparent damig2 to us. S2e what hath been ſaid to your 
14” pag. Further we ſay; thit Chriſt. changed not the moral 
Lay, 1a any nz. jot, : or-.title:theref, 43 to-the morality of 
= | F 2 TY . its 


IF 6 
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| The great Caſe of THthes ſtated. 


Mand. 5, it; he proteſted againſt it, who is the faithful and truemit- 


»/?+ So that the precepts: thereot, having no. repeal appearing 
in all, Gods Word, binde for ever unto the worlds end. Shew 
us if you can, where the Law-giver ever repealed 'the Law for 
tything.. Bring us any one Text of holy Scripture, either ex- 


preſly declaring .it, or by necefſary*conſequence cancluding 


 1t : Whichſeeing you cannot dozabute-not the Scripture,making 


þ' 2zt, q. I p I» 
F._IM, 


' to (peak what you pleaſe, to: hold up your PE * Inaright 
v2 


uſe of Scriptures, we muſt carry ſenfe from t notbrims jt 
to them, Your pretending to an abſolute change of the Law, 
cauſeth your ignorant and-credulous Readers preſently tothink,, 
they are diſcharged from all duty to Moral precepts ; not con- 
fidering; that-1t muft continually binde. all men ;- and that the 
Ceremonial and Judicial Law were poſitive for a time; and -ap- 
pertaining to 7/7 ee/-onely, as determinationes moralium; which 
being changed, the Moral Law ftitt contihues. A diſcharge of 
hafince ereto granted, \vhat an: Harveſt would the Devil 
reapfrom theſe pernicious Tares, which you ſcatter in the Lords. 
field > and what unſpeakable- confuſion- would follow ?* what: 
out of Hell ). can- be imagined more - damnable ?- Confider 
zereforewhat deſigns of. Satan your captious diſputes carry on : 


Parum incer: You will ſay you intend no ſuch thing ; but it skills not with 


quo animo fe. 


ceris, quod fe» 


ci ſe malum 


&, 


changing preſuppoſeth a ſuffeRtion or ſubſtitution of ſome other 


what intent youdothat which is evil to be done. 

You ſay, Mich more colour had the-Quiriſters, &c.] Hons 
ſuauvis; a merry man, 1 trow.:. But I am not atileiſure to ex- 
change words concerning odde Crotchets, KEELER 

But ſay you, How doth: Goſpel-Miniſtry-ſucceed' to the Le. 
iter, &c,] We have ſnoken' hereof before, and ay more ;-. 
firſt, they ſucceed the Legal Priefthood, as they are Miniſters 
of holy things ; and therefore muſt-live of Chriſts- portion, 
which-is tythes, though their office -in ſome things differ; -4s 
ſhall appear in its place,” Next the Avofile will ſhewv you,” Heb, 
7.12. The Prieſthzod, (1ith he, being: changed, there is made. 
of meceſſity-a chance olſo of the Law : Where nore, that he 
ſaith net, that the Prie/thood is abolithed, but charged - So the 
Law in the Morality thereof, is not abcliſhed, but the Cere- 
monies, and things thereto: belonging, are changed. Now 


thing. 
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_ , in place of that which is removed : $6 the Minifters ſuc- 
.C | 


in place of 'the Levitica! Prieſthood ; and their honoraty 
and'maintenance accompanieth thetame, Nov the portion due 
to Melchiſedec's Priefthood, which is a permanent order, is 


tythes ; theſe being dueto Chriſts Prieſthood, are die toChrrfts 


Miniſters... As for your buzzing about.here and there, and no 


wher< teding, concerning the Prieſthood, it toon he 
alfred 


poſe. And what, ſay you, Was the P rimitroe Chure 
of for ſome hundredyears ?* After you have done trifling, we 


ſhall have it ; that the Church for ſomes hundreds of years ne- 
ver called for tythes > Your own Citations of Jerom, «Ambroſe, 
eAuguſtine; Fc. ſ{hew'this- to be orofly falſe 3: EXCCPT by fame 
»dxeds , you man onely- the: firſt three hundred , - where-- 
.1n the rage: of perſecution , neither permitted Chriſtians to 
pay, nor Minftersto receive their tythes'; concerning which, 


we haye already ſpoken, inanſiver to the ſame objeRion. 


You ſay again, #hat 1s this to the payment of tythes ?\ What Pag. 18; 


that eAbrahampaid tythes ? very much. Firſt, this imports 
a-right in Melchiſedee :o tak$ them, and therefore a debitmin 
Abraham to pay them ; who.baving a ſpecial dire&ion, by 


- ſome inſpiration, which' had the force of an injunftion, Abra- 
_haws's a&t was of duty, not arbitrary benevolence ; yea, by t he 


Moral Law, which before the exa& tranſcript thzienf on the 


| Tables of Stonz, was: the. very ſame with the Lawigf Narnre, 


which bound not onely Abraham, but all perſons retpetively, 
toall times and places, For, to:warſhip ' God 184 Moral, Pre- 
cept, though for the time, the determination therecf, as tothe 
manner hoiv, appertained to the Ceremonial, which being 


antiquated and changed into another manner of. worſhip under 


the Goſpel ; yet is fill the ſame inpo'nt of Morality, which 
bound and unchangeably. bindeth all: You poſſibly may ſay, 
A braham-yaid tythes but once ;-but there needs no other proof, 
that he conſtantly paid them at other times, as jvell as that once 
ſpecified to Melchiſedee , -becauſe God teſtified concernirg 
him, ſaying, Gez.18. 19. 1 know him, that he will command his 


children, And his houſhold after hn ; and they_(Fall keep the 


way of the Lord, to-do jaftice and" judgment; which is after- 
wards .mterpreted,' Dewt, 32 46. *Z doing” all tht words of this 


Law, 


l22, 9. 99+ 
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———— Lew. Agdc heceto ,. that-he: onely is good and/juſt, . who is 


c iy .ſo, ;and accogdingly. Jaceb allo paid tythes;; - becauſe 
ePWANTd of ahe Law, efally binding hy this duty of E- 
 quity and, Juſtice, bound-all men and ever reſpeRively to do 
the\tam2; hoy elle fell Abraham and Jaceb upon a tenth, 
raher then on a fifth, ſeventh,: or ewelfih pare? Without faith it 
15 amapoſſible to pieaſe Ged, asalſo to doany thing in faith, which 
, God.cammandethnot, © <1) ou Lk ao 
- Youſay more, that—few «re:yow left, who will orely ſtand to 
it, 4xd the gemerality axe »f. a comrary. minde.;\ | Few are now 
tefr: We may thank .your rage-for that, - But I denvind, doth 
. the appearing paucity of any., f ruths,:Profaſors difpatage their 
_ Cauſe ? Whatthen, thallwe thinkof Elmh arying, —-7 onely 
am left 2 Were:abere not zhen my thouſands: onthe Pro- 
hets fide, waom he.knew noi,of ? might itnot even then, have 
en anſwered to him, as Eliſka ſaid to his feryant,'2 Kings'6. 
. 6. -——Fear not, for they. that be with us, .are more thenthe 
that be with them? But, what you mean byztonely ſtand to it, "I 
know. nat, but daubt —rhic anphignt ludiniangs Mean you onely 
. ſtard te. ut, that 126 of recerving of 1 ythes, rid: ſowave and dil- 
claim all right, which in confirmation of the ſame; v@6d Princes 
and Par/ltaments, or Donations arid awed, of well- 
atfeFed men have given us, by ſeveral Laws\agid Adts;, in di- 
vers ages paſt ? That were fooliſhly and ingrathfiltyGone, ſo 
to value theſe grants, to,vhigh, you confeſs, yorrfelf bound to 
obey, Even for Conſcience ſake, | That the generality are againſt ' 
Right.and Truth , 1 do no more wonder > then that you 
are-— Fas 
And ſo (you ſay) the greateſt part of the people of *England 
deny 1 ot te be due by Gods Law, ] Tothis, _ that hich 
;mmediately precedeth, Tithink nomoreanſiver then this necef- 
Cary ; if fo, 1t is the more ſhamefor them. © Concerning'the 
end of paying tythes, you have been anſivered : -.AsFfor Impro- 
priators, they are out of the verge of our preſent quMtion, which 
concern; the Minitters portion ; yet here ie may uſe the ſaying 
of Bomface, Archbiſl.op of \CMHentz, in his Epiſtle to Cxth- 
bert, Archbiſhop. of, Canterbury.” Our complaints (faith he) 
hereef, are not mmch. untikg' to a ders: barking at therves and 
; ne 096 ' robbers 
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robbers breaking opth , digging through / drifling his Mites. 
hanſe. —Oma defenſioms 'auxiltatores yo) habeat,* forbmrind: Speim. Cencil, 
rans ingemiſcat, & lugeat': Bzcauſe he Eanndt have halpersfor's decrer. prg, 
defence, - yet growling he will grumble'and whimper:-*! 5-2 01: 339 

And this (you ſay.) {eaves ever y man free to grve to-bim that 
teacheth) 1 am ſure you are not 'very* free to give to hini'that 
teacheth z- and for all this preceding Msſcellany, you leave usiin | 
doubt, what you mean by, ſrhi3 leaves? this ' what ?your ure 
ſolate conclufion,- and cofifuſed reſglutic ri > -Do theſe:aibkeifor 
your dream of the Caftle inthe air, Competent mainttnarct for 
Mimſters,. and that arbitrary, voluntary contribution? If you' 
mean 'vvlumary, to import -will;ngly performed, as all:good 
rwerks mult be, we accotd.' ' Pan Preached the Gol, el willitig- 
ly '; that act of Preaching Was avoluritary a&t of Paxl;, yetwo \, cory, 16, 


' had bzen unto him, if he had not preached'the- G»/per, beoadſe 4 i7. 


diſperſation of the Goſpel was committed} unto him | 
.. Concerning thoſe you ſpeak of, whe you ſay, are transformed Pog 19. 
as Apoſtles and\ Miniſters of Chriſt, who have the form, but 
want the: power, who teathfor filthy tucre, &6,| We may'take 
up the-Eunuchs quere !— Of whowi/ſpeaks he this ?' of biſelf/pa58. 34... 
or of ſome other man ? Where 1s the power of godtineſs on your © 
part, When you broach many falſhoots, ſertmg up impious 
dodrines of men, inftead of Gods oracles ? NÞn ſoles te reſpicere 
cum als maledicis ? Is 1t filthy luere in us-to require the por- 
tion which God hath appointed us, or itt you, who Would take 
itfromus?: Gods Word doth (evidently enough ſhew, to any 
whoſe eyes are not cloſed by prejudicare opinion, That, as there : 
was a Legal ſervice, to Which belonged a legwl maintenance, a 
Temple and an Altar ſervice; to which, God allotted Temple ' 
and Altar porttons 'or maintenance to them, who there ſeryed ; 
ſo;byitheſarhE Moral equity, -there'is a Goſpe! ſervice, preach-" 
18g, adminiſtfation'of Holy Sacraments, Fc, '- to:\which apper- 
tain the things,!'6r temporal perquiſites belonging to'the main- 
tenanceitheteof," which*18-1aid down in ſundry places'of hdly 
Scriptures ' See Gals; 6; Prov51-6.” 1: Trm.;q. 19 NowiÞ 
there he a portion to:be ſet out. unts God, and tris Miniſters; out* 
okcall-ad@every the teiaporal g80ds of every one mired in) 
the Goſpd, \according'tothe ſunt'and purport of theſe” FROns 
wilt oly - 
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hely Scripture, and no certain 


—. 


ton'.or maintenance for Mi- - 


niſters, .þ8 found. in. Gods Word, but tythes.; then are tythes, 


Be the, porziqn-and mintenance allotred by Gads Word' to Mini- 


2rs for their. ſervice : But there is a pation. to be ſet out to 
God and his Miniſters, out of all the temporal goods of every 
one inftructed in the Goſpel, and to other determinate certain= 
ty: for - Miniſters. maintenahce, mentioned in holy Scripture-z, 
Ergo, Tyzbes are the principal portion allotted: by Gods Word: 
to Miniſters. for their ſervice : And no reaſ6n- can our adver-. 


Caries alleage, to'make it probable, that God would have Gof] 


pel- 


Minilters means' of ſubliſtence, leſs. cettain and definite they. 
the Prieſts-and Levites mzans was under the La. .To conclude, 
a-Layy' fot payment of Tythes, for the maintenance ' af Gods 
publick worſhip, all confeſs ;; ſhewv us in all Gods Word;where 


that Law Was ever repealed, | 


Bur you fay, He always took care for ſuch as he ſent. forth, 
and the y ntuer wanted, Ge.) And what reaſon can you ſhew, 
why. they now ſhould ? | I preſume not to ask, why ſomany.of. 
Chrifts faithful Miniſters. have "of late been driveninto great 
wants, 'and ſo ate (ill ?. Your, device- of competent maintenance, 
doth here but corvis. hiamtibau 4{ludere» They who. wereſent out 
by Chriſt (you ſay) reaped the fruit of their labor ; What proves 


this,-but that they ought to do ſo (till ? 


Concerning Churches, which you ſay were gathered; we ſay. 
youl-ought.to conſider, a. great difference betweer-1a:ferled or 
conftituted-Ch::rch, and that. which in the Primitive Age of 
the Goſpelz; ws ſetling, and thereto beiconftituted 2 Therefore; 
that which ws thew-done, cannot reaſonably preſcribe a main-- 
tenance for Miniſters of a Church conflitmed, There was, be- 
ſides pefſecution, unadviſed:zeal of yoluntary poverty: ; a Bird- 
as rare to befaund in'this age,aga:Phenixor black Swans 'There 
was danger &f/ſcandal given ;3-we.know.narie-now;/except taken, 


not” given, in requiring ous; Tithes, of ſueh: as 


v5 CERES 

 Herewith (ſay you) /tt ,onr; y1ow called. Charabin be proved, 
&c,] God: be blefled,; we have 2 more. juſt-and certain; proof” 
then your” [e264 rule to try our Calling by/;-Chriftſaying, By. 
this (hall allen kmomythar ye arg my Diſerpletz fe youw love one- 


his 


Azother 4 | aid Kot: the reſt, * The: Laborer-a5-mortbyrof hit hire ts © | 
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| took not Tythes: you have 
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This is appointed us by the Lord of the Vineyard by God, ont 
of his own reſerved part;; not-contracted for, or arbitrarily de- 
termined by man. This we underſtand, that which Cod knew 
to be a proportionable honorary ; not that which fickle man 
fancieth to beſo, This is no mercenary wages, fuch_ ( as your 
own patty conftels) are upon Covenant, Compact, Agreement 


or Promiſe, Now 1t cannot appear that ever the 4poſt/es rha 


in- 


tenance Was grounded on Covenant, Compa&, Agreeement, 


Promiſe, &c. but on Gods Providence and Ordinance. 


Mercenary wages 1s definite, particular as to the fum a- 
greed on betiveen party and party ; ſo was not the Apoſtles 
maintenance mn any of the Charehes, to which they preach- 
ed: Yea, ſay you, for their Prexcling was free, Why they 


eard formerly , that they had 


maintenance from the Chwarches, is above all diſpute ; but 

ou Would have us preach freely ; that is, taking no Tythes : 

cauſe in the Primitive Chxrch, Charity aboundirg, you ſay, 
it appeareth not that Tythes were paid: To which, we ſay, 
be you ſuch firſt, as thoſe Chriſtians were to their Teachers, and 
then talk of gathering Churches, and our ceaſing to take 
Tyches, . In the mean time, you cannot reaſonably require us 
to leave our good Way, ſeeing you will not leave your evil one, 


of ſharking Miniſters, 


Wages 3s or ought to be proportionable to the merit of 
thoſe, that ſerve by Covenant ; but the maintenance of the A- 
peſtles and Mimfters Could hot, can not be ſuch : for they, Mi- 
niſter Spiritual things, and reap Carnal, And now, Wh 
quarrel you our receiving theſe ſupplies of the World,to which 
we Preach ? And from what part thereof ſhould we reafo- 


nably expe&to reap, but from that, on which we ſow? God , 
| hath determined that we ſhall live of the Goſpel, which 


we 


preach according to the equity ef the moral Lay ;- for this one 
and the ſame juſtice is to be obſerved in the Law and Goſpel, * 2x. q. 108. 
The | School-men well note, - that the Goſpel commands no *: 9: 19: 
other Moralities, then the ſame which the Lav commanded. 
.» And bere'( you ſay ) rulers ſhonld:have wiſdom, &c."] We Rem: 13-4. 
take you for a pretty Counſeller of State ; 'and the Apoftle ſaith 
of the Magiſtrate He beareth not the Sword in vain ; for h 
| G 
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the 


3. 


Cor. 9. 


-——_ — 


Judg 18: 7. 
Gen, is. 25, 
Ezet. 5.8, 


See alſo Ez'h. 


x. 9. 
2: Chron 24. 
AZ, 244 

i 
i: Tim. 5:13; 
16; 


>.Tjm., 2; 153 


. doth evil. 


wiſdom to direct it: And is that wiſdom which you here offer 
our Magiſtrates, for Counſel of State, to leave Chriſt's King- 
dom to. his. own rule? What to puruſh.no offenders To 
cry..to Chriſt. as thoſe rebellious Tribes. 1 King. 12. 16, See 
to thine own houſe David ? What would became of tuch in- 
active Magit(trates,. and ſuch a Laiſh? For defect of Juſtice 
in the due execution thereof, the 4 ord the Jndg of all the 
Earth, will ds right ; as he ſaith, becauſe. they had not kept his 
judgments —— | herefore thus ſauth the Lord God, behold, t, 
even I an againſt thee,. aud will execme judgment un th: midſt 
of thee, in the ;\'ght of the nations, So When j oaſh hearkened 
to wicked: Counizl, and did not juſtice upon delinquents, the 
Lord brought upon .Priaces and people the Aſſyrian Army, 


ſo they executed-judgment upon Joalh. Thus will it fill come 


to pals, that for want of. Mag:ſtrates.due execution of jultice, 
God will come, and puniſh both people offending, and Ada- 


giſtrates conniving,. or not puniſhing... And do you not mark 


what a parcel. of fingular wiſdonvhere 1s preſented to CALa- 
ſtrates ? nol: 

Neither. ( ſay you ) 1s his ſpirit dimmſhed, that it cannot, . 

or will not ſeid forth, and fit CMimſters for his ſervice, or that 


he needs. Unmuwrſues, Fs, ] That'God can fit teachers, even 


by infuſed habits of knowledg, nonedoubr ; but from his Pc- 
wer to conclud his Will, were but a wide3nference, His Spirit 
is not diminiſhed, he can make many Worlds; Doth this 
conclude that he yill > He can do whatſoever he wilt do z Will 
you thence infer, that he will dowhatever he can * He needs. 
no Univerſities 3| neither, did he in the days of :Prophets, yer 
had he than; his Ngia:b in Ramah,, 1 Sarhorg. 22,25, a 
School of Prophers. So had he in the Apoſtles times; | yer 
when the le1rned St, Paw/, brought up at Gamalels feet,. wrot 
diretions to Timethy, he ſaith, grve- attendance to Reading, 
E-xhortation. and Dafirine-; the fruit whereof, he preſently ak, 
Joins, for tn doing this, thog ſha't both ſave thy ſelf and thens that 
hear thee: ſo ſtudy to ſhrm thy ſelf approved nnto God, a work - 
man that needs vet be aſhanudrightly dividing the word of trath. 


4 i. £M._ Eo 4m . > 


his Ocdinance in the uſe of accultomed means? What then 


would—the brain-ſick Super-ordinarian not conclude againſt - 


Preaching of the Goſpel, and uſe of holy Sacraments ? 

\ Againit uſe of Univerſities, you bring an Argument, # fine : 
You ſay; Students go thither to learn Greek, and Hibrew, the 
original , that they may underſtand what Chriſt ſpake, and the 
Apoſtles preached, | Anddo you not think that were worth their 


tim2 and charge? What were all knowledge in the world with- 


out this ? But ſure you are not 1gnorant, that our Grammar- 
Schosls ſend few Students to the Zmrver/iries without a compe- 
rent knowledge of the Greek, ; neither that there are man 

other excellent things, befides Tongues, to be learned at the 
Univerſities, Asfor the Mother-tengne of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſftles, 1 ſuppoſe you are not tolearn that it was Syriac, much 
differing from the Greek, and Hebrew, both in character and 


form of words, I hereremember you, that the Apoſtles, after a as :. 


they had received the Holy Gheſt, as occaſion ſerved, and need 
required, ſpake all tongues ; but writ the Canon and Rule of 
Faith, the New Teſtament, in Greek; as the Prophets wrote the 
Old in Hebrew, If they that heard them ſpezk+in their own 
Language, could not underftand their Do&rine, but that it 
ſeemed fooliſhneſs to them ; If they had heard them ſpeak in 


unknown Tongues, would they noi ſay that ye are mad? But the | 


cauſe of their not underſtanding their Do&rine in their own 
native tongue, was, becauſe the judgment denounced, 7ſar.6. 9, 
Io, \V2s upon them; and hecouſe the Ged of this world had 
blinded their eyes, which believed not » So that the /:ght of the 
gloriow Goſpel of Chriſt could not'ſhine unto them, Knoyy- 
ledge of Tongues, none but the Ruvidly-ignorant will deny to 
be a ſhining light : Poſſibly a blinde man, or he that winks, is 
not benefitted by it ; but would: you conclude, tnat therefore 


. they whoare of entire ſe»ſor:es, and willing toſee, are, as you 


ſay, Nothing the nearer for it > What think you, thatthewi- 
G 2 dom 
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" The great ( aſe of Tythes ſtated. 


dom of God thought good to furniſh his Apoſtles and Diſci ples: 
with the gift of 7 ongues, and-interpretaiion: thereof ; was that 
a vain and fruitleſs Donation? Were they, who therevy had the 
mylteries of ſalvation written in Scripiures, brought home to 
them in their mother-tongue, xo xearer to the kyowitdge of the. 


| Goſpe! ? The Apoſtle faith the {am2, which Reaſon ana Expe- 


rience confirm, ——17f 1 know not the meaning of the voce, 1 
ſhall be to bim that ſpeaks, a Barbarian ; and h» that ſpreks, 
(hall be a Barbarian to me : Andare they not nearer to the know- 
ledge of the Goſpel, who underſtand the Greek, , in which it was 
originally written, then they who are ignorant of that Tongue ? 
Eg yptiaa darkneſs, quinceflence of duntery! Who ever hzard of 
ſo profeſied a Purple John, as you here perſonate ? What, was - 
the Scripture written in Engliſh ? or were the Interpreters 
thereof aſſiſted with ſuch infall:biliry of ſpirit, even in things 
leſs then fundamental, that they could not erre in any thing ? 
which if you hold not, you mult confeſs, that they who under- 
and the original muſt be zearer the knowledge of the Scriptures, - 
then they who do, and needs muſt take up that which they do 
know, upon truſt, Qm bexe didicit,” bene docet : And on the. 
con:rary,. he that never well learned, can never teach well: I 
may boldly :affirm, that the want of learning, knowledge of : 
tongues, and good arts have bred all theſe Schiſms and diviſions 
amongſt us, which render us odious and contemptible among, 
the Nations at.this day ; and that it was Satans maſter-piece 
again{t unhappy Eng/ard, tobeget a contempt of learning, by: 
emboldnirg a rude vulgar, to contemn tlie perſons of the Mini-- 
ters. 

To your O>je&ion again, we: ſay, That Gods Spirit needed. -. 
no Unvzer/ities to inſtruct men z. but all ſober men know, that 
they have need of #z:ver/iries, wherein they maybe inſtructed, 
What then ? God can make an Aſs ſpeak ; but ſurely it were 
not wiſely concluded, Gods Spirit 25 not diminiſhed, &'c. there- 


| fore wewill have no more #mwer/ities, but ſuch Teachers, as 


that dull Beaſt, ſhall ſerve our turns to make us-Saints of the 
new Edition;. And ſeriouſly, were all men'of your minde (at 
leaſt, of which you would ſeem to be) to take away our Zniver= 
ſuyrbred Miniſters, by taking away their ſe:led- livelihood, 
| neceſh:y. 


cy yu 
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The great Caſe of Lythes ſtated. 


neceſſity would ſo inforce, that ere long you mult be ſerved b 
ſuch animals, as Could onzly bray pare nonſenſe by the plaſit—, 
' Hoe Ithaci capinrt —, - Conſider whether this be not a Jeſ#- 
ztical plot, whereof I heard one of themfay, at the very begin- 
ing of our troubles, —T here # a de/ign ſet upon you,which when 
you h:ar, will makg your ears tingle, 

But you lay, Or C onſc:ences muſt be judge, who thoſe 1Mi- 
niſters are, Cc. | eAuditum adn ſſi r1ſrn teneatis amici | 
W hat ? Prcofeſled blindr1en challenging Prerogative to judge 
of colours ? Ambitious eAbſo/om did but witli, O that [ 
were-made a Judge in the Land — But you plead priviledze, 
Onr Conſcience (you ſay) mnſt be judge : And do you not lee 
what a Church and Miniſtry w2 were like to have, if theſe 
mn might be judges ? Think you that. they would allow any, 
but'ſuch as they knew were ſurely involved 1n tazir Herefie ? 
But now ſpeak clearly, and miſtake not Opinion for Conſci- 
ence : Opinion is grounded on probability, or that which but. 
ſeems ſo unto deluded mindes ;. but Conſcience, on the infal- 
lible. Word of God, in which can bz no faſhood.. She us 
now (if you b2 true m2n) that this 1s indeed your Conſcie1cz, 
and we will-go along with you : But excuſe us, if we ſubſc:ihe 
not unto ſuch dull and ſtupid opinions, for waich you cannot 
ſhe, that Chriits Miniſters were ever, in your ſenſe, made 
manifeſt, But you would have Mag ftrates puniſh, and reſtrain- 
the evil : We wiſh it ſo, but doubt that you would wine2, when 
you were under the laſh for Sacriledge ; and your Opinion could 
not ſave your 

You ſay, Would n2t this eaſe the Magiſtrate, and be more ac- 
ceptable-to God ?'| Toſo 1mplous and vain a queltion, it is- 
enough to anſiver, No. 


2 SAM.I 5.4; 


the (fay you) made him a Judge, Fc ?| He or they who Pax. 20 


made him a Magiſtrate and 4 reſtrainer of the evil. 

A third ſort (you ſay) plead for Decrees,Gc.] I amloth to' 
be expenſive of precious tim2, in examination of that which 
others plead ; and 4 content m2 toſay, . concerning the rubbiſh, . 
which you here ſcrape together, That thoſe things have been 
ſuiciently anſwered , by the learnzd and moſt induſt:ious 
Dt. Tilſley, Animad, on Hift, of Tythes ; towhom |I = 

We" | 4 d 
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Page 21, 


the Reader,who defireth further to be ſatisfied concerning thoſe 
things. | 

And then (you ſay) about that tine,” it came to be received 
and b:lieved, that tythes onght te be paid, Gs. | 1 cannot but 
think you diflcemble your knowledge, who ſay, That it was a- 
bour a thouſand years after Chrilt, before it came to be received 
and beli-ved, that tythes oucht to be paid, Origen, Cyprian, 
Terom, Ambroſe, 4uguſtine, &c, bclieved them to be due, 
and payable, or elle they would not have | leaded ſo earnetily 
for them 3 and you know, that theſe lived ſome hundred of 
years before the time which you mention : Confider what 
your ſelf haye confeſled, and for ſhame contradict not 
that. 

You ſay, That in England, as well as other Nations, ever 
man might have given his tythes where he pleaſed, till abomt t 


year One thouſand two hundred.] If that were irue, I could not 


but think it greatpitty, that they were ſo long ignorant, But 
muſt we till be troubled with your Crambe, and often repetitions 
of one and the ſame falſhood ? ſurety it is already nauſtoms to - 
the underftanding Reader. | 

: ——Pleaded for Humane Tight ] Tothis, and many things 
elſe gathered out of Mr. Se/dexs Hiftory of Tythes, I anſwer 
again, That it skills not much what others plead : God gave 
Miniſters the jm and right of Tythes, from that time that he 
had a Church : I ſay, Jw i» re, aright in Tythes, though 
Humane Laws may be ſaid togive them 7s ad rem ; that is, 
a Law and Cuſtom of Court, to claim and recover them as 
their right, To this, if Kings and Parliaments have contri- 
buted their power and authority, by Laws and Decrees ; they 
did juſtly and religiouſly therein : For therefore God put the 
power into their hands, well knowing, bow malicious Satan is 
againſt Miniſters of the Goſpel ; and how (in his ambition to 
bring men to his Kingdom of Darkneſs and Atheiſm) the ſub- 
til Impoſtor works (as you do) on the worldly mindes of New- 
ters in Religion ; who wouldly gladly be of the cheapeſt one, 
that they might ſpare their purſes, and the neweſt , that they 
might be in the {gſhox, Y 


by Now 


The great Caſe of Tythes lated. 


: Now for Statutes of Kings and Parliaments, ſuppoſe they 
have poiver concerning mutual Humane rights, ze, Aſenxs 
and 1#493.; God onely hath right in his reſerves : Sunm cngue, 
is the Rule of Jultice ; and © hrift ſaid, Give ro Czſar, that 
which is Cxiars; to every one that whica is his ; onely let 
Gods Portion be ſacred and ihviolable. We look therefore on 


Statutes, as e:tects of Gods mercy towards his Church, making 
Kings and high Poivers her Nwr/ing-fathers ;- and yet we ſay, 


that we ground not our Claim and Intereſt therein, God here- 


by uſed a Coercive power to reſtrain the Sacriledgious, b2cauſe: 


of the hardneſs of their h2arts, who regard not Gods Lays, but 
fear Mans. 


\ The Law(you ſay) doth not grueany man a property. ] But: 


ſure the Laiv of God doth ; of, and by which we hold, from 


whence ve claim our portion.. Andive further ſay, That if no- 


Humane Laiv, AR, or Decree, had been made for us on this be- 
half, yet had we a firm right to that, which-God aſſigned us by 
his Will, revealed in his Word: Yet we thankfully acknow- 
ledge, that we.ow very much tothe Lays and Grants of good. 


Princes, Magiſtrates, Conncils, and Judges, for our actual re-- 


Covery of our dues, Without which, it may too eaſily appear by 
you, and your party ; hal little comfort and ſupport, mens 
conſciences would atfordMinitters, notwithſtanding your pre- 
tended [ff cient maintenance for them, whoſe Judges you would 


appoint your ſelves: Was not T :cozi26 your Tutor, or one of Augvſt. Ep. 
that Sect, who ſaid, Lu0d wolumms, ſanftum eft ? or ſome Vincene, Cic. 
Protagoras, affirming, 1d cnique verum eſſe, qued enique videa- AN. 9 L4-- 


tur ? 


&c. ] We knoiw'not any of ours, whofſay ſo : Weſay they are 
due by the Law of God and Man, and recoverable by Humane 
Laws to God ſubordinate : As, Stante Repnb. 1ſraelnich, 
peculiar Rights and Intereſts by the Moral Law due and claim- 
able, were juſtly recovered by. the Judicial, which God ap- 
pointed as a ſ#b/id:#ms thereto, and Band of Obedience ; the 
execution whereof, was by men appointed to judge : ſo now, 
For Magiſtrates” are ſtill to execute juſtice according to thoſe 


You ſay, He that ſaith, they are onely due by Humane Right, Peg, 12, 


Laws, which by Statute or Statutes, are made Judicial to me 
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And if our Magiſtrates may jultly judge for me, I may as juſt 
ly claim and recover my right by the ſame Law and Equity: 
Adde hereto, That Councils may and ought to make Lays, to 
binde the people to obey Gods Moral Law, and by juſt puniſh- 
ments, appoint reltraints of tranigretlors thereof, that it may 
be well with them and their-chnildren : For, Salz popalr ſupre- 
ma Lex, This -may appear, if we con(ider either tirtt or ſecond 
Table ; As in caſe of prophanation and common ſwearing, or 
prophanation of the Sabbath, or agairſt Murder, Adultery, 
Theft, we have wholſome and neceflary Laws, Now if for 
the obedience to Cod, Humane Lays be good and neceflary in 
reſpect of one Moral duty ; why notin others? As, if for the 
maintenance of Gods worſhip in the quora parte of time by 
God reſerved, and thereto ſtill neceſlary : Why 18 it not ag 
juſt and neceffary in the quota parte of ourſubſtance, by the 
ſame Lay of Godreſerved to, and neceſlary for the ſame > To 
the matters ir your following Cavils, concerning Civil Rights, 
Miniſters Proprieties , and Courts wherein they have been, 
or ought to be recovered, you vainly trouble your Reader ; our 
daim being from Divine Lav, whereto all Lays and Courts 
ought to. be ſubordinate. | 

You ſay further, That the Att (pr Tythes) gives nothing, 
but commands what was before, | Herehn you ſay true ; For God 
ave them from the beginning, and man confirmed them in 
ſundry times following OR 7 

Next, you demand how Laws of Kings and Parliaments, 

Fc. binde the Conſcience ?] Your ſelf have formerly anſwered ; 
but the Apoſtle more definitively, ſaith Rem.13. 1,5, Let eve- 
7 7 ſoul be ſubjett unto the higher powers, --- Te mnſt be ſubjett 
(needs be ſubjeRt) nt onely for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
ſake : And St, Peter, Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance v 

Man, for the Lords ſake, And—-will this double band hold 
Samſon: if it doth, fin not againſt Conſcience, Satan-like 
endeavoring to ſeduce others , and dra them in ſociety of 
fin, 

T ythes (you ſay) be not due by the Law. of God. | This is a 
ſhameleſs begging of the queſtion,which will never be approved 
by us, or proved by you. - 

| ut 
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* But you ſay, ho hath ſer them up, the Law of man at 
beſt ? | Here 1s another begging of the queſtion at another 
door, as alſo in the following words, where you ſay, in the 
place where God diſanulled his ovn command, We offer 
here again to joyn iflue with you , and challenge you to ſhew us 
any one Text of Gods Word, whereby it appears, that God 
ever diſanulled or repealed tis Law of 1ything, For the reſt, 
if you could cite and urge as many Decrees. of Princes, or 
Acts of Parliaments againſt us, as you have cited for Tythes ; 

et no Decrees of men can Impeach our Right therein ; ſee- 
ing God by the Magna Charta ef his holy Word, hath ſetled 
it, for an Inhericarce upon the Miniſtry, 


You demand,: #/ho put this power ito the hand of man, to » "0, 


raiſe a compulſor y maintenance for CMinſters: | The Apcſtle 
will tell you, Kows. 12.4. The Magiſtrate 15 the Miniſter 
of God, 4 revenger to execute wrath on him that doth ewil ; 1s 
not execution of wrath a compulſery means, think you? Or 
is not Sacriledg evil in your Theology > That you further 
Cay, that the Mimſters of Chriſt never lookt for, or durſt own 
ſuch a way of proviſion, -We ſay, Firſt, That the maintenance 
of Miniſters ought to be willingly aforded them, not grudg- 
ingly or ſparingly, as alſo their miniſtration ; this is, as tot 
firſt intention of the Layy ; but if men will be obſtinate, 
Compulſion is a ſecond intention hereof, Secondly, Suppoſe 
that Miniſters did not own ſuch a way of proviſion for recovery 
of Tythes,before ſuch Acts of Parliament were made for them ; 
What hindereth but that they may juſtly uſe ſuch Laws, now 
Enacted and in Force ? 

You proceed | 


What Nanon in Europe, will mt ſay they 


have a Chriſtian CMagiſtracy ? | Do you not forget how great 
a part of Europe is under the Turk? Your many following 
impertinences ſhould have had no- anſiver, but that you ſay, 
heavy prmſhments are infiifted upon ſuch as cannot for conſcience 
ſake conform unto them : To which I ſay, it was never well fince 
mens Conſciences were tied to their Purſe-ſrings,and that opi- 
nions notſo much as probable, muſt go for Conſcience. Shey 
us Gods Word. for your Conſcience, and we will ſubmit to 
the ſame bond ; but we think 4 an abomignable 1dalatry, to 

ſet 
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fer up opinions of beguiled Men,. inſtead of Gods ſacred O»- 
racles. 

Concerning This day of clear And Sunſhine light ] We 
ſay, to the Law and to the i eftimony, if they ſprak_not Accor- 
drng to this word, it 15 becauſe there 1s no light in them, To 
this Law we appeal,. and willingly ſubmit ; Doth this ſavor, in 
you tender ſenſory, of the old Poprſh Spirit > Who ſees not 
your endeavour toTe-eſtabhſh Popery,though you ſo much ſeem: 
to ſpeak againſt it ?- And ney let me bord. cum vena, tel you, 
that either your hypocriſie,or ignurance is ſomthing groſs, And 
is this as youſay, 4 ſhame to our reformation ? Or is.the pra- 
Atiſe of you deformers a ſhame to Chriſhan Religion? Itis 
probable that you carry on the Jeſuits deſign of reduCiny Eng- 
landio darkneſs of Popery again, by decrying Miniſtzrs right, 
to a ſeiled maintenance, that by taking them away, you may 
remove the Candleſtick, out of his place, the light of the Goſ- 
pel from us, and then you may poſſibly bring many. to Pope- 
ry and Atheiſm, 1 mult needs ſay, that this perſonated Zez 
{ate ſpeaks much againſt Popery, but works what he can for it 5 
on whom I look as on T hames-water-men, with their faces one 
way, but labouring might and main, to carry their Paſſengers 
and Veſſel another, | | 

You add----wrre the Law juſt commanding T ythes, exc. | 
What will he not-queſtion; who doubteth of the <quity of the 
Law ? I hope you mean humane Law, which yet-is founded 
on Gods Laiv ; and have. you not learned of Socrates, to doubt 
of all things? Concerning treb/e aamager, or othet puniſh- 
ments which the Law hath appointed obſtinare tranſgrefſors ; 
T ſuppoſe you know, that the plaintifs charges of the Suit, com- 
monly exceed the dammage juſtly awarded him; towards his re= 

aration- therein ; ſo that even under the tender -hands of juſt 

udges, . the remedy is more burdenſome, than the diſeaſe ; 
theſe puniſhments therefore are but juſt. What injuſtice is it, 
think you, to force a Thief or Pofleſlot ma/e fide: to reſtore the 
goods of another man, which he hath injuriouſly poſſeNe:] him- 
ſelf of, and till deteineth ?: ' What'injuſtice c1n he in a legal 
reinveſting the true owner ?- And'in caſe that the infurious re- ' 
fulg_to ſubmut to the Lay, to compel him by ſome ſevere 
puniſhment : 
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puniſhment by Law provided in ſuch caſe ? And if this be 
juſtice in one caſe, Why ſhall it not be ſo in another kind of 
wrong or robberry ? Why not in caſe of Sacriledg, the 
worli of robberies, 1f in infertor thieveries?. @ O, but you ſay 
our conſciences tell us, that detention of Tythes from Mini- 
niſters, 15 no fin, What 1f a Thieves Conſcience. ( as you ac- 
count Cenſcience ) ſhould tell him, that had robbed you, that 
Realing is no fin ; Would you not purſue him, and proſecute 
law againft him? 1 doubt in your next ſcruple, your weak 
and tender Conlciences will tell you, that*tis a fin, to pay your 
Land-lords any Rent, or at leaſt their fin, to Diſtrain or Sue 
for any, though you can, but will not, fer your Conſcience 
ſake forſooth pay him any': And will not the next queſfon in 
your Schools, be whether 1t be laiyful 1» foro Conſcientie, to 
pay any Debt? 

--=To ſet out T ythes, &c., | Youſay,this is againſt his Con- 
ſcience j once again We require you to ſhey us any one Text 
of Scripture, prohibiting ſetftg out of Tythes ; that we may 
know, that it is Conſcience, and not Opinion, grounded on 
humane fancy, malice, greedy defire of enriching your ſelves 
by p'llaging the Miniſters,vhich moveth you to think ſo, 

You lay, —Thrs age ſo much pretends to reformatisn |—and 
every one Cries wo, wo, and he complain's, that help's to make 
it ſo, 

8 you not a chief pretender to Reformation >? Why then 
trouble you the ſacred peace of the Church ? And truly, 1 
fear, that it will come to paſs which you next ſay, that Papiſts 
( your honoured Patrones') ſhall riſe in judgment againſt you, 
and condemn you ; they own ſome Order, Unity, Govern- 
ment and Law ; they have ſome ſheiv of Devetion and reli- 
gious Charity ; but in our new Sectaries, I ſee very little of 
theſe, if any at all, Your following obje&ions 1n this Page, 
are but quarrelſom, captious, as to the preſent, net deſerving 
anſ'ver, 


You ſay----By conſcientious men, far more heavy than the Pag. 25. 


loyns of the Law | Conlcientious men,and Opinatours,are with 
you, convertible terms ; as Concerning abuſes in offices, we are 
10norant ; But what if there were ſuch things > What were this 
H 2 to 
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to our Cauſe'? You ſay nothing againſt thoſe wealthy Kerns, 
who by detaining Ty thes, begger poor Miniſters and their Fa- 
mili'cs, which we know to be true : In this, 'tis marvel, but 
Joba 16, 2. Ju think they dg God ſervice, 
| ' You ſay, he Pope himſelf hath no ſuch . penalties, ] No? 
what think you of his holy Houſe, forſooth, his Inquiſition. 
Preaching with fire and faggot? You lay, Tow write what you 
can prove by manito!d inſtazces, It may b<ſo in ſome things 1im- 
perunent ; and pollibly - you are acquainted with the Popes 
Ecclefiaſtical Courts, and (what ever you ſecm under your pre- 
ſent diſguiſe) are a right truſty Advocate for them, 
Youlay, Prieſts are ot able to pay temhs unto the Proteftor, 
&c, | What Prieſts you talk of , we enquire: We own not 
that tiile 1n any, but Chriſt, a Prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchiſedec, that faithful High Prieſt in things pertaining to 
God, Heb.2.17. And as we conceive, ancien: Councils, Fathers, 
Cracks. @. and the Rubrick of our Charch Liturgy, attribute that name to 
< zcilio. 1, Miniſters of the Goſpel, by way of analogy and alluſion to 
ep. 3. that, which was under the now-antiquated Ceremonies of the 
Law. So Irena, 1.4. c. 20. ſaith , —Sacerdotes autem: ſ1xt 
omnes Domum eApoſto!l1 — ſemper Attari & Deo ſervinnt : 
That is in reſpeSt of their ſucceeding the Lewitical Prieſthood, = 
and allufion to their ſervice, So Cap. 3. 32, Sacrificium Des cor 
comtribulatum ; and C ap. 33. —dncenſa Johannis 12 Apocal yp- 
ff, orationes ait eſſe ſanttorum : For, as Cyprian ſaith, eAdv. 
Tad, 1.17. the old Priefthood was to ceaſe, ut nov ſacerdos 
wemret, qu1 in aternum futurns efſet ; that is onely Chriſt, See 
Heb.7. 23. an elegant figure whereof immediately preceded: 
Chriſts coming, when Zachary, the Levitical Prieſt , was to 
come out and bleſs the people,he was dumb:For then God would 
bleſs his people by his Son Chriſt, the Eternal Prieſt, after 
the order of Melchiſedec ; who not onely auſpicated his preach- 
ing with ſundry blefſings, but aſcending into Heaven, lifting 
Miairh. 5.2,&c, UP bis hands, b/eſſed his Diſciples, When he was tocome into 
Lut.24.50-51. the World, the Prieſt, the ſon: of Aaron, could not ſpeak ; 
that by that ſign, God might teach his peopl e to expect another 
Prieſthood, and Prieſt, in whom not onely Jews, but all the. 
Gul.3.%. Nations of the World ſhould be blefſed : And this was alſo in- 


timated. 


ET 
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timated, in that the Lewitical Prieſts were after the mornin 
Sacrifice onely, to life up their hands, and bleſs the people ; 
but not after the CMixcha or evemng Sacrifice ; for in the eve- Maimon. rac. 
ming of time, God ſpake unto his pzople by his own Son Chriſt, de Ocar. c. 14, 
To our purpoſe again, the Lords 7 ab/e may be called an Altar ; fied-1. 1, 2. 
and praiſes of God, a Sacrifice, as it is written, By him there- * 13. 30, bf. 
fore, let u4 offer the Sacrifice of . praiſe to God continually : So will 
w? render the calves of our lips, Woſ. 4. >. So are all the Ser- 
vants of Chrij# Prieſts , not by propriety of ſpeaking, but as Rev. r. 6, & 
they are alſo called Kings, by analogy and repreſentation, Nor 5- 19. & 20, 
do I remember where Miniſters are called isg#s, Prieſts in the © 
Goſpel. Here it is neceflary to conſider , 1. How Miniſters 
may be called Prieſts, 2, How not, or wherein there appears a 
real difference bet;yeen them, and Levnical Prieſts, properly ſo 
called. | 
x. Inthat the Apoſtle ſaith, The Prieſthood being changed ; Heb.7. 1 
he implyeth , that the Office of Miniſtration in che publick 
worſhip of God 15 not aboliſhed, or taken quite away ; ſo that 
there is nothing ſubſtituted in the place thereof, but that the 
Office, as to the morality thereof, ſo continues as that Ana- 
logically, Miniſters of the Goſpel may in ſome ſenſe be called 
Prieſts. The Prophet Joe! makes them convertible terms, ay- Joel r, 17.. 
ing, Let the Prieſts, the Miniſt.rs of the Lord, Weep — : 
And the Prophet 1ſa:ah ſpeaking of the calling of the Gezti/es, Iſai, 66, 21, 
ſaith, Fog alſo take of them for Prieſts, and for L cvites, ſarth 86. 
the 1 ord, 

2. The Leviical Prieſt ſerved at the Altar, that is, Did 
there that ſervice, which by Gods Law. he was there to per- 
form : And ſo the Miniſter 1s to do that ſervice in the Church, 
which God hath, under the Goſpel, appointed and ſetled on 
him in his Calling thereto, and ſeparation from the people, in 
preaching the Golpel, Praying, Adminiſtration of the Holy 
Sacraments, and thoſe other Miniſterial FunRtions, which are 
peculiar to his Callmg, 

2. That Prieſts bad their certain and determinate allowance 
and maintenance: aſſtgned them out of the encreaſes of. the 
Earth (by Gods donation) for his ſervice ; never being left to yy. _ 
the curtehe, vor charity of Men, no not the faith Xfoſes to diſ- £ 

poſe: 


Per.1:5. 
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poſe of ; and ſo have the Miniſters of the Goſpel : In both 
which, it was and 1s{acriledge, to alienate, takeaway, detain, 
or change the whole or any part thereof, otherwiſe reſerved by 
God to his own ſervice, and afſigned to the Miniſters thereof, 
or to reduce the ſame to common ules. 
. I he Miniſters of the Goſpel fucceeding the Legal Prieſts 
In xv publick ſervice cf God, asyerſons in their Office ſacred, 
to which they are ſet apart, or ſeparated, AKom, 1.1. Gal.1,15, 
may not deſert, or be diſtracted from their Calling, nor impro- 
priated to any other. Thus, and in ſuch like reſpects, they may 
analogically be filed Prieſts ; as hath been ſaid, thanksgiving 
may be called a Sacr:fice, Pſal. 116. 17. Spiritual, nor bodily 
P[al.141. 3, or proper; as Prayers are Spirungl mctrſe, 1 et my prayer be 
direfted as incerſe in thy (i; br, and the lifting up my hands, as 
the evening ſacrifice ; and as | ſaid, the Lords Table, may be 
called an Altar ; not properly, but by way of alluſion to that, 
to which it ſucceeded : So may Geſpe! Miners be ftiled 
Prieſts. 

2. Herein obſerve, That the Legal! Prieſts, and the Mim- 
ſters of the Goſpel differ. 

I. The Legal Prieſts were to be onely of that tribe of Levi, 
and family of eAaron, Exod. 40. I 3, 14+ Bur the Mimſters of 
the Goſpel (if lawfully called) are limitted to no ene fock or 

— Family, but may be of any: *o that the Legal Prieſts were in 
ſome ſort, born to the Prietthood ; but Miniſters are ſeparated 
thereto: Therefore the Lord taking to h1m(elf, a people under 

Iſai. &6. 20221. the Goſpel out of all Nations, ſaith, And I will alſo take of 
them for Prieſts, and for Levis, 

Judy 6.37>&c- 9, The Levitical Prieſt was to execute his Funtion amone 

Dcut.3 2.2, the people of 1ſrae! onely : Then Judea like Gideons Fleece 
had the dew of Heaven, the Do&rine and Myſteries of Salva- 
tion, and the floor of the world beſide was dry ; as it is writ- 
ten, Pſal. 147. 19, 20. He ſheweth his Word unto Jacob, his 
Statutes and his 7 udgments unto \ſrael ; be hath nt dealt ſo with 
any Nation, And as for bis Judgments, they have not known 
them. And ſo Chriſts injunction bound his Difciples for a time, 

Mtth.1o. 5. Go not intothe way of the Gentiles ; but after his Aſcenſion, the 

& 28, 19, _ Miniſters are togo into all, or any part of the yofld, to Preach 

the 
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the Golpel to every creature ; Noiy the floxr hath the deiv, and Mak 16. 15, 
the fleece is dry, fince that blindneſs 1s come upon Iſrael, Now Rom. 11. 25, 
the ſtop of the parintion wall ts taken down ; and in Chriſt, there EPb-2- 
in» difference between Jew and Gemile, bond and free, "or BW 
3. L:vitical Prieſts otteredreal, external, viſible, material, * '*'*** 
proper, and bloody Sacrifices ; but the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel offer onely [piritnal Sacrifices, Prayers, Praiſes, Thanks- 
giving, as they are 4n holy Prieſthood, to offer np ſpiritual $4- 1 Per. x, 5, 
er1ifice, acceptable to God by Jeſus Chrift : For be hath made Reveh4. 6; 
w Kings and Priefts unto his Father. | 
. The Lewinical Prieſt was to officiate in outward Ordi- 
nances of a wor/d/y* Santtuary, which were ſhrdows of good 
things to come, Which Rites are noiv antiquated : But the A;- Heb.g. r. 
aſters of the Goſpel officiates in things ſpiritual and permanent ; ® *©: *- 
therefore the Levitical Prieſthood 1s utterly cealed, Theſe by os _ 
things which then prefigured Chrif to come in the fleſh, and r pe. 4. 'Y 
todie for our Redemption, after his coming and fulfilling all 
things fore-ordained,prefigured under the Layy, and foretold by 
the Prophets, are done away-and aboliſhed ;. asnot onely dead,. 
 buta killing letter, a minitiration of Condemnation : Before 
which, the Law killed #9» effect:ve, or per ſe, but occa/ſhone ay- Gal. g, 2. 
repta, non data'; by reaſon of mans infirmity, Butnov after > Cor.3.7,9; 
the Paſſion of Chriſt, the Ceremonial Lav is not onely Lex 1*X- 4.97- 
mortua, but in the profeſſion and obſervation thereof, ori. 3 
fera ; becauſe thereby Chr:/# ſhall #othing profit men; becauſe | 
ſuch Ceremonies hold out an expeRation of Chr:ft the Saviou? G © Ry RW 
of the ele to-come: Which whoever now -profeſleth,. is Am- ale 
richriſtian, tenouncing the true and onely Redeemer already 
- cone in the fulnels of time, and fo cutting himſelf off from- 
all hope of Salvation ; ehere” berng no other name gruen under a, FP 
Heaven among men, whereby we muſt be ſaved ; neither is there NES 
ſalvation in any other, Now: the preſent Miniſtry is of the. 
Ewerlaſtins Goſpel of Chriſt ; and the Miniſters thereof, are Revel,14, 6. 
Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, and his Deparies for the Goſpel on | 
Earth, who #5. a Prieſt for ever after theyrder of Melchiſedec 
who changeth not by Death ' an1 Succeifion, as the Levitical 
Prieft, but troeth ever ; andisa fanhful High Prieſt ower - 
7 PSs. Horſe 
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Houſe of God + Other Prieſthood, in propriety of ſpeaking,we 
FRO own none, 
by To conclude, we muſt conſider, that ſome names which once 
were venerable and honorable, have in proceſs of timz, become 
opprobrious and diſgraceful terms, as _ 

1, The word T yrant. Service in e/Enei, l, 7, tells us that 
with the Grecians, T yranm & Regis nulla diſcretio eſt, And 
WwonnebrTegor Smidas ſheweth alſo that it was once, Nomen melioris ominis, 
axciyo T0 0y0* ac levinu, until Dyonyſims, and others like, by their Cruelty diſ- 
{4et- honored it : Since, it fi;nifieth the worlt of men, becauſe of 

bad, the greateſt ; ſuch as Jerom deſcribeth, Tom, 1. ad Deme- 
triad, de wirg. ſervand, 

1, The name Papa, (as hath been ſaid) was once of great re- 
verence, until the eminent impiety of ſome ſo called, embaſed 
the ſame. 

2. Thename Mag, was once among the Perſians, an ho- 
norable title, as a!ſo among others, Sm1das gives wdyer, by 
61>b 3801, lovers of God : And Jeromſaith, Magi differunt 4 

maleficts ; aliqut honeſt1,Gc. ſuch for continence he ſpecifieth, 

Serv. in liv.q. L1h.2. adv. Jouin. Yet the Romans condemned Magic, pro- 

Ai. broſa enim ars habitaeſt, And Jerom in Eph, Proem. notes, that 
the Epheſian 1dolaters were given to wagic, Which ever (ſaith 
he) foll2ws ;delatry, This might beinſtanced in many great ex- 
amples. | | 

A Poſſibly, the Hebrew word IN was once alſo of honeſt 
fignification, which ſome learned men give by Caupona, a 
Viftualer : So Vatablus, Pagmnand Val. Shindler, after the 
Chaldee, John 2.1. 1 Kings 3.27. hegives this reaſon, ſpeak- 

ing of the —"_ Sz fuifſet meretrix, þi viri ad ullam nou di- 
vertiſſent; ob ſuſpiciones, & ſcortatorum advementium metuns, 
Johh,z. 11 The ſeventy whom the New Teſtament Writers, generally fol- 
low, becauſe it was then their Y#/1gar Greek, render it by aig. 
yns, meretricis, and ſo abeyas, meretrices, 1 King.3. deriving it 
from 7)! ſcorratus fit, but the Rabbins derive the word which 
we ſpeak of, from, [\?, among other things fignifying cibatas eſt 
in the Chalge : Tt may ſeem, that the ill behavior of ſuch Wo- 
men, had cauſed the word ſo much to decline to infamy, 
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5. Cercainly, that ſacred name of Frief, in proper fignifi- 
cation among the Tews, and in Azalogical among Chriſtians, 
by the rebellion of ſome- of them againit. God and his Chriſt, 
and their 1mpurity of example in the declining condition-of 
the Church, inthg mouths of the Y#/ger, from an honorable 
Ggnification became diſgraceful ; though thoſe of better under- 
ſtanding , Knew and know hojv to uſe it to the reverence &f 
Goſpel Miners, 


1 have thus much digreſſed for their ſakes, who do not, but Pug. x5. 


would underſtand theſe things , and now again toour adverſary 
and his courſe eloquence, | 

You ſay, Oh ſhameful Reformation | what compel a man 
himſelf to ſet out the tythes of his own goods, to maintain a hire- 
ling Prieſt, &c.)] The Orator would here ſay, Let this perver ſ- 
ne 7 be iu the equity of Greeks, Qui maledittis inſeftantur eos, 2 

ubeu de veritate diſſentiunt : Shameful Reformation | Hireling 
brieft1 O ſhameful ſcurrility | T ſay not eupiper @ Eive, or bona 
verba queſo ; poſlibly your canine eloquence *ryould 'break you, 
if it had no vent, For my part, 'I have ne liſt to bark again at 
ſs angry a Cur ; had Iany ſuch cuſtom or minde, 1 could ſay 


with Jerom, Poſſum remordere ſivelim, poſſum genninum ge#- 34 Dominen. 
rem leſs infigere. But I ſay onely confidet-with whom the Apo- -t 


file araigneth revilers, 1 Cor,6.10. and what is the root of fail- 
ing— Perverſe diſputings of men of corrupt mindes, and deſtitute 
of the truth ; and mark well, if in that glaſs, you do not diſ- 
Ccern your ovn Countenance, _-_ oY | 
- That you wiſh for, Old Prieſts, and old Eccleſiaſtical Conrrs 
(that is, Popiſh) I eaſily believe, that herein you dont dif- 
ſemble :_ But if there be any ſuch abuſes, as you pretend; what 
ts that to the cauſe of tything ? doth an abuſe. by man, in your 
logick cor:clude, a juſt canſe to take away the haly,uſe of that 


which hath. been abuſed? if that wereſo, hoy little good Would - 


be lefr.us of 5ll the Creatures of God ? and what cr»elty is it, Pag. a6. 


think you, ſeverely and according to Law, to puniſh obſtinate 
offenders,. who can, but will not let gothat, which they have 
robbed juſt owners of ? ; | ON 

Next you ſtomack it, that ſome fay Minſters have as good 
right fo the tenth part, 4s the owner hath te the other mne. | 
Lg £0: 444- + _ I Winch 
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which. is. moſt tru2 :-, Conſider for the better underſtanding 


' hereof.” | ,_ The common or civil right of men, which the 


Pug. 36, 
Mark. 5. 3. 


Laws of Nations give, and confirm to every poſſeſfor hoe fider, 
by purchaſe, diſcent, &c. this right to the creatures, a Twk or 
P agan may have, in that determinate portiorf which he poſſeſ- 
ſeth... ' 2... The divine right which man had in his Creation, but 
loſt in his fall, and utterly forfeited in-the firlt Adams attain- 
dot ; this was reſtored again to believers-in the ſecond «Adam; 


_ Chriſt ; of which he ſaith, 1 Cor, 3. 22, 23. All are yours, 


and ye are Chriſt : T his belengs only to the Ele. In both-theſe 
kind, 'we are. to obſerve, 1. a Right common to any, ſo all 
or any may have a cwil right to any kind of Creature. 2. A. 
Right peculiar to ſome as being ſeparated from the common 
Condition. by ſome ſpectal Act of Gods Providence, of which 
ſort are Tythes given by him, to thoſe,, who ſerye about holy. 
things, in his publick Worſhip : which being laid doin, it 
may appezr that Miniſters of the Goſpel have as good right to 
the Tenth or Tythe, as the owner hath to the other nine parts ; 
if at leaſt you. will grant that God giveth as good right, by 
his divine. donation ,.. as any. ſee. or. aflignment of man can 


make. 


it youſay—Tet am 1 not bonnd to parthem, Go, | True;.. 


” neither Laws of God, norman can bind you ; but that like 


the Mafterleſs Gadaren , polleſſed of the Devil , you break . 
Chains and Fetters, and no man can bind you.; but if divine 
or humane Law can hold, you are bound to pay, and that by 
ſuch a Bond, .as no- Laws, Decrees, Statutes or Diſpenſations 
of Man, can diſcharge you from ; but to ſpeak'to them, whoſe 
Conſciences tell them, that the Law of. God is, and ought to : 


. © be their rule. How poſterity ftands bound in-publick Grants, 


Donations, Voivs or, Covenants, conſider in theexample of 
Iſrael and the Gibesmtes, before mentioned ; how in private 
legacies and bequeathments., the Apoſtte will”inform you - 
Gal. 3.15. Though it be but 4 mans Teftament, *yet if it be 
confirmed, no man diſanulleth it, That is, no man ought to 
make it void. by any violation thereof ; but this belongeth to 


- another queſtion ; . our claim being grounded not on the aſſign. 


MERC or grant of, man,, but on. the revealed. Will, of God, who - 
| Ok, | BJ Fg: 
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commanded To give Tyther of a/l the encreaſe of thiit Land, oc, 
Namb, 18.2 1,26, 30. And to makg their Teachers partakers of 
alt their good things, Gal. 6. 6. Doth this bind men (think you) 
to pay the ſetled maintenance of Miniſters Tythes Predial, 
Perſonal, and Mixt ? Or are you refdived, to ſufpend'your 
obedience to God herein, until you be dejivered into theever- 
holding Chains of darkneſs to be reſerued. unto judgment? Bo 
well adviſed in time, for there will be no change in eter- 
nity. __. | | , 
nd doth your next Suppokition conclude it arbitrary,to work , Theſ,;z 
or live inordinately > Or were there not the ike propoſitions, © 
be xyeen Tythes and yearly valucs of the Lands, on which they 
orewy.under the Law, to any that can be pretended to? - What 
fober man- amongſt you , ever grumbled at the »invictie. of 
wealth > Whoquarrelleth at the largeneſs of a Lords Eſtate, 
who is a Peer of the Land, 6r a Gentlemans, or Yeomans; as 
too much for him and his Family, except ſome lawleſs, impious 
Leveller ? Thougb perhaps one of theſe Eſtates be fourty 
times'more than the-Minifters incom ; and poſſibly the Laicks 
revenue is ſpent in Luxury, Debauchery, or Idleneſs at leaſt, 
while the Minifter 15 envied, and grooged his portion of 
Gods bleſling,the Earths encreaſe, which he gives you withhim, - 
( that I may not ſay, for him ) the Miniſter I ſay, ſpending 
many carefull hours Night and Day. for your Souls. Edifica» 
tion, Comfort and Salvation—Swudat & alget—like Jacob 
over Labans Flock at Padan- Aran, im the day conſumed with 
drought, and by the froſt in the might, and bis ſleep departeth 
from his eyes, Gen. 31. 40. 

You ſay, eA. temh part of the encreaſe 1s generally mure 
worth, than the Land on which it grows | What have you. 
dwelt at Gerar,where Tſaac reaped an hundred-fold in a Year'? 
Or is it becauſe you' have little $kill mn the Georgicks > Iam 
confident, that this one untruth would yield you a Million by 
the year, if you could-make it true ; but wereit as you ſay,dig 
ever mych encreaſe of fruits make an exception jn Gags grant 
of them, as that the Tythes ſhould be hely to him and his ſer 
vice,. and paid to the Prieſts of the SanRuary,. or Miniſters of 
the Goſpel ; provided that they Ls not exceed ſuch, or ſuch 
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2value? Methinks in-:reaſon,the more bountifully God giveth 
encreaſe of thz Earth, the moze willing men ſhould be tocen- 
der him chat part thereof, which h2 hath reſerved (as it were 
a Lords-rent ). unto himſelf, and his ova ſervice; and hese 
excuſe me,. that I tell you your objeRtons feem_not muchun- 
like the d2clamation of ſome ull-contrived Ocrator ,.fo un- 
ditinAly hudled out, that neither doth the Speaker well con- 
fder,: nor the hearer eaſily underſtand what he ſaith, more then 
that, quod wwult, valde vult, 

Your following Cavils and -Ciſes, Paſturing. and Stocking 
Eand, may ſhey, that you have craft enough to beguile the 
Miniſter of due maintenance ;. but c#rſed be the decerver :.. and 
it were but loſt labourz. to teach others this skill, ſeeing that 
too \06 without your Magiſtery have enongh.,of. the knaye 
already. : 

Nexryeu talk, Of new -payment of Tythes, G6...) To which 
we anſwer, That. payment of. Tythes, 1s evidently as old as A. 
hbraham.; and for ought you know, as eAdam, To the reſt of 
your Obje&ions preſent; we ſay, eAbnſus xon tollrt uſum ; that 
which hath been abuſed by ſome, may yet- be returned tothe 
true ſervice of God again. So-the cenſers :of the rebellious 


" Ifratlites, made covers for the Altar of God; and truly the 


annexed reaſon is remarkable——For they were offered before the, 
Lord, therefore they are hallowed, Numb, 16, .38; And is not 
the ſame reaſon good for reducing Tythes ( abuſed to ſyper- 
Ritious uſes in former times) unto the preſent true worſhip of 
God, ſeeing they were hallowed, not by the dedication of a 
rebellious Corah, but by God himſelf ;. and that to. his own 
holy ſervice? And whatels means-our Sawour by the Parable 
of 'the ftrong; mans Fort, and- reprizal of all his.1mpropriated 
Veſſels; but Chriſts overcoming Satanz and recovering the bo- | 
dies and ſouls of his Ele&; from his Power and Captivity -? 
Body and Soul muſt periſh eternally, if that alteration which 
is wrought in the ſinner, by the Spirit.of SanRification, make 
him net acceptable and beloved of. God, as a+ſon, who was 
before his reconciliation by Chriſt, an enemy. - Hovv elſe ſaith 
the Apoſile (ſpeaking of many ſorts of pollution by ſin, —Sch 


: — ic, were ſome of- you; but ye are waſhed, but ye. are ſantlified, but 
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' feare._ juftiſird in the Name of the Lord Jeſws,, and by the Spirit 
of or God :-, Upon theaccompt of reducing that tog good uſe, 
acceptable to God, which hath been abuſeduntoevil, wercetain: 
our Churches, and O-atories,. and worſhip Ged i Spirit 4nd ix 
Truth therein , though they have been. in times of Popery, 
houſes of Idols, and Idolatry, ; 
- Toyour many following impertinencies, if ſhould follow 
you in your #;/de-Gooſe-Chaſe, 1 ſhould tire the patient Read- 
er ; therefore I onely.adde,. That thereis much difference be- 
tween tythes of Mines; Quarries-of Iron, Braſs,. Tin, Lead, 
Coles, and that which the Earths-ſuperficies brings forth, as 
Corn, Graſsz. Fruits, Wood, G'c. though by your leave, all 
theſe are increaſes of the Earth 3 and thzrefore tythable, Sir 
. Edward Coke, by you cited, limits his ſentence, with a T:{ 
they be ſevered from the Laxd : So that though notythe be paid 
of the Land,-yet are they tobe paid from-the Land. 
Your frequent talking of Popery, 1s but to mik3 your 1n- 
cautious Reader believe, .that you are no Papiſt ; . and that you 
"may inſmuate into-the peoples mindes an edzum: againſt Mini- 
{ters, whereas indeed in ſuch ſezming-oppoltion, you-do.yoar 
uttermoſt endeavor to brihg in Popery:: 3 | 

You further ſay, when 1 bought my Land, 1 bought nu-the 

txthes, Fc.) This you ſay, ſome object ; to which you fram- 
your anſiver : But we-require our: liberty - to anſwer for our 
ſelves. Neither. could -you, nor- any.man buy out God; part ; 
for that no man had power toſell you ; So that in your canvey- 
ance, there needed no ſpecificatior-of Covenant for,..or exema- 
tion from a tenth-pact of-th2 incteaſe.of-the Land, that b.1 'g 
preſuppoſed payable by Gods reſervation thereof. unto hi« ovn 
ſervice, What ever min buyeth or ſelleth, in point of com- 
mutative juſtice, Gods part cometh not within the compaſs 
thereof ; neither can it-be ſold | or alienated; -neither can any 
ſale or purchaſe of man le(ſen' or.impeachy his right, or any part 
thereof, which he-never granted to any but thoſe whom h2 a>» * 
pointeth to ſerve-about holy things. 

Next, you bravely ſay, / anſwer, that 1 have-alrea 
all-Land ic tythie-free, &c,) Indzed I think he meant it-- Mag: 
1i1 tahota 6251di auſis + Tell me now in ſadnefs, wit canfrge 
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"he earth from the charge of ththes,"bue that ſupream power 4E 
«God, who gave them for. an inheritance, unto thoſe- whom he 


'defigned 46 /Hj$ publick ſervice? Here we require /your expli- 
cation of this term, T'ythe-fret ; meari you. this in reſpe& 
of any Humane 'Law, - Ordinance, - Pravifion, . or . Preſcription 
-of Men thereto pretended ? Jf {o, it is tonopurpeſe, ſeeing, 
$3 hzth been ſaid; None but God hath power of giving or alice - 
"nating tythes.” Now; once againy we challenge .yau to ſhevv us, 
where God in hely Scripture, ever repealed his Law of tyth- 
ing. Further we ſay , that all the, habitable parts: of the 
Chriſtian world, which yield increaſe, . are tythable, and none 
exempted there-from, by Gods Lay; in which, if you bear 
our ears,. ith a thouſand beggings of the queſtion, you ſal 
never obtain tt of us. | 12919 YOT-Vo 

That youſay, ' T ythes are a'burden which the Pope laid ona," 
Is a fallacious-#flertion ; the Heathen -could here teach you, 
that quod in drvins rebus ſumes, ſapients lucroeſt : But Godlaid 
this Cuty on us, Which you call a b*7dez ; and this grant of his, 
no Ordinance or Law of Man (thoughgnjoyning the ſame duty? 
can more drown; than a Leaſe can a Fee-fitnple, ' Mans Laws are 
alterable, bur the morality-of Gods Law is not. 

Next you talk of Theeves and Robbers] Whom you mean, 1 
onely gueſs at, and ſay, Qs tulerit.Gracchos de ſediticne que- 
rentes ? Clodius accuſatmechrr—— What? great Theeves, make 
hue and cry after true mer? you Church. Robbers, fealers of 
tythes (of whom you ate at beſt, an abetter) are the Theeves and 
Robbers,in Gods judement,if there be'any ſuch on theſe borders. 

You ſay next, That you may by as good reaſon, be eaſed of 
your tythes, as of the Popes yoke,] Which is in effeHt to ſay,that 
you may as juſtly caft off Gods Law,as the Popes; is this Popery, 
bo ? The reaſon offered as-to the queſtion, it formed, would 
appear to be a fallasia non cauſe pro cauſa, Your Zazd,ycu ſay, 


WAS purchaſed when the Popes ant horit y lay beavy on this Lad. 
That being caſt off, you. would infer, that we may with as good 
reaſo off tythes which he commanded tobepaid : Yea, bur 
confider a ſuperior command and cauſe, I mean, a Divine in- 
forcing that duty of paying tythes (although tlie Pope had not at 
all coma andedfich payment) -and your fallacy i3 diſſolved, _ - 

You 
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'. Youſay, Firfttopreach that tythes are due, and hen te lian Fug, 29. 


them to Pariſhes, &c, | And why not ? Gods. Wor d warranting 


the one, and. mans juſt accommedation requiting the other ? | 


- Qace again I ſay, as concerning Partthes, there is.a parochial ox 
particular dueneſs of tythes,. or that of Pariſh2s,. to the Mini- 
iter there officiating in- Gods pu" lick ſervice: _ And there: is a 
o2neral ducnels of tythes,, that 15.to ſay,' of tythes to. be-paicto 
the body of the Maniftry ;'which-is by Gods providence diftri- 
buted into ſeveral. parochial Cures, where they are by-the in- 
creaſesof the. Earch, thence ariſmg ,.to 'be-maintained,. that 


they may taere preach the Goſpel, and adminiſter the holy Sa-- 


craments, &c..;unto the people there inhabiting, | 

. You ſay- again, T hat. t yahes were at firſt, , as charity at mo#t, 
As a freemil-offering of theowxer. |: -Fhis is- an 'abſurd falchood, 
and a ſham2leſs begging of the quettion ;, and you ſeem to diſ- 


pute 20x ad 1dem.,; but circularly, Speak plainly ; Do:you mzan,, 


that Mans charity giving , and not Gods Law commanding , 


brought tythes to. bz the Minifters maintenance ?- If: fo, it is: 


aparantly falſe, by Gods- ſeveral commnds- topay themto 


the Levitical. Prieſttzood ; wherein I ſuppoſe, you will not af- 
firm, that Mens charity*was the firſt, or principal moving 


cauſe ; or do you mean, that the freewil of man, in this buſi- 
neſs of tythes, preceded that command of God, as a cauſe the 
effe& ? or that poito Dez mandato, man did yield a free and 
chzarful obedience,..in paying tythes, as'God hd comman4J- 
ed ?. Which valuatary act, Was as. Pazls preaching of the Soſ- 
pel, ſuch as that wo hadbzen to him, if- he had nor done it ? 
Expreſs your terms and ſenſe,. andletus have no after-reckon- 


ings: We kno'y that Gods Children yield a chearfut and a volun- - 
tary obedience ; they.do their duty commanded,not moillingly, - 
- prudgingly, 0: of neteflity ;- and, that God loves and tewards > Cor. 9 7. 


chearful obedience;and ſuch are all acts of true Retigion,volun- 
tary,not:compulſory ; tne Spirit of Gogmaking us willing of uns 
willing ; ſocarrying about our wills, and affe&ions, as Aftre- 
nomergiſay, the prumem.mabiledoth the inferior orbs of Heaven 


LP. $2. 
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1 Cor 9. ps”; 


in their: Deurnal. motion from Eaſt to: Welt ,,' contrary -to their | 
Natural mation, yet by am admirable influence, Citre violents« - 


am; So we can adm tythes. pad by Gods ſervants, to. be, a 
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free-will - offeridg;, ' refpetin' offerentir, "but not ex parte 
precipientss 3 as if -man inſtituted , and paid them with<urt 
Gods Command for the ſame; and as if they were works of 

Fuperercgation, We know, that in every good which we do, * 
God worketh both velle & perficere : we acknowieds, that they 
are not tightly performed by any pure Naturals of 'man, but 


.of- Gods free Grace, both Jubems quod wult, & preſtant is 


quod jub:t, So Trad brought awilling. Offering nmo the | ord, 
ever y man and woman, whoſe heart made them willing, to bring 
for all manntr of work, which the Lord had commanded to be 
made by the hands of Moſes, But our Adverſaries would fain 
have it, that Tythes were but as ſome votive Obligation of- the- 
Owners, which they needed not to havededicated or paid, ex- 
cept themſelves pleaſed. This is the Witcheſs Herodias which 
they ſo ambitouſly rurfue, that they might once conclude an 
Arbitrary maintenance for Miniſters: and do but mark the 
Circle, to which tE:ts-msle 1s Conjured. Fain would they have 
Gods Ordinance undermined, and diffolved into ſuch /magi- 
miry Principles, as might-bear this caltle'7» the Arr, that Tythes 
ſhould henceforth; be'only what'men in Charity and Free-wilf 
would give their Miniſters. | Thank you” for you: kindneſs; 
gentle Sir, but get you Alms-men where you will, we are none 
of them. The Papiſt hath to@ much advantage already, in 
their large maintenance, opeti Preſſes for their Students Works, 
liberal Contributions for any advancement of his Cauſe ; while 
our Preſſes are too-much ſhut to good Studres, Contributions ; 
rare 1s Honeſty,and if - the Jeſuite could but yet more ciſcourage 
us, by trking away the remainder of Miniſters neceſiry main- 
renance by Tythes, his work were done, and 6+ Ava undone, 
To the reverend Miniſters, ] entreat leave to'ſay——/f the 
* be Preghets, and if the Word of the Lord be with them, let thems 
now make Interceſſion t the Lord of 'Hoſts , that the Veſſels 
which are left 1n the houſe of the 7 ord—70 zot to Babylon. 
4nd row limit them ( hat is Tythes) to Parrſhes, Ec.) 
That which you ſpeck,” miy paſs mufter among your Tmper- 
tinences, as to the preſent quettion ; concerning Parithee, I 
have ?lready ſpoken ; herel only add,” 'r, Thatthe'hrſtphce * 
cf Scriptyre mentionirg a Prieft , mentioneth Tythes piid 
| unto 


_- 


DW a oe ga nth 
unto him. 2, The firſt place-alſo wherein, Houſe- of God, 
or Church is ſpoken of, there alſo are Tythes,th2 maintenance 
cf-the Prieſt-hood vored-to God ; as ſome note by that name, 
whercby Pariſh-Churches were anciently called ; that is, 
ticuli—lapis iſte quem poſt in tuulrum erit Domus Det :' So Da- 
maſus in the life of Evariſtas Biſhop of Rome, Anno 11 7, 
faith—hic titulss in Urbe Roma diviſit Presbyteris : And the pj,ins. vic. v. 
N'!cex Ccuncil,s, 21, mentionth Pariſhes, as Carraza reciteth vx-ift. Ocu- 
the Canons thereof, out of the ſecond Epiltle of F#l/izs - So -brivs compu- 
that by thoſe divifions, the Congregations were aſſigned to ſuch '©*® At n» 96. 
and ſu.b Churches, and the Tythes thencerariſing, belonged ry 
to the "Miniſters there ſerving,as hath been noted;from Ga1.6.6. #30 et 
what the" Popes you ſpeak of - got of firſt-fruits, impropriate 
Tythes, &Cc. 18a loſs to our Clergy; and therefore not advi- 
ſedly urged by you againſt them, | 

T hat which you further ſay, that—MNo man can preſcribe ts 
have Tythes, &c. | Were ſomthing againft thoſe: who mike 
preſcription the ground of their claim, which concerns usnot, 
who claim from divine donation, 

Again you ſay--—many may preſcribe to be free from T yithes, 
or part thereof | Confider of what value preſcription can be 
againſt Gods unchangeable moral 'Law , and your ſecond 
thoughts will tell you, that antiquity of error can never make 
any good Preſcription. 'Chriſt yielded the Phariſaical glofſes 
' antiquity cn their fide, Math, 5. 21. &c. ye have heard of 
old time, that.it' was ſaid by ( or ts) them, &c. which he 
preſently corrected with his— bur 7 ſay #nto you, 8c, The reſt 
of your following diſcourſe ſavoureth firongly of your Gding 
with the Popiſh party : as. your ſtomaking the Title of the 
head-of the Church, which we underftand to be the ſuprezm 
Governor, under God, of inchurched men : neither is this, 
as you ſay here, The Kings new Amthority, as the head of the 
Church, For what ſay we more therein, than Tertullian many 
hundred years fince ſaid—we hozor ( ſaith he ) che Emperor | 

| - | « [I Scap:c, . 

as we ought — Ut hominem a Deo ſecundum — & ſolo Deo mino-. 
rem——Sic enim omnibus ma;or eſt, dum ſolo vero Deo mizor eſt, 
I conceive that you are not to learn that Cap#t importeth a Chief, 


Firſt, or Principal, | 
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Bat you: ſays T hat all Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Fc. wire no. 
longer to hold. of th: Pope, but of the Kinz ; and not to claing- 
their beneſices by Tatle FL the Pope, but of the King, by ver- 


, tue of that Aft of Parliament : and here the ſucceſſion from the 


Pope was cut off and diſcontinzed, &c. | A grief to all good 
hearts, think the Papiſts ; But why, ſhould this trouble you, if 
you be none.of them.? What is this to us, who acknoviedg. 
neither dependance on, nor Succe(ſion from the Pope ? 

You ſay more—- And. ſo alt their Right, Title: and Claim, 
WAs And.is at ar exd | What bzcauſe the Popes donation is at 
an end, muſt Gods alſo be inyolved in the ſame ruin 2* Hoy: 
wif that concluſion follow ?- The abaſe and uſurpation is- 
taken away, ergo, ta2 right uſe and juſt poſſeſſion mult down 2? 
Are Gods Laws, grounded on the Popes Decrees and Grants 2: 
I never yet heard that claimed by any of. you : And what iilde 
Logick ttands your diſcourſe uporr? C ountry-men, .open your 
eyes, and let not theſe Wolves in Sheeps-clothing any longer 
beguile you ;. the Fox: under a ſtupid Animal's skin, - enough 
diſcovers his appetite to catch Geeſe, and to bring you and your: 
Children intothe miſerable darkneſs of why ad =! the Tyran- 
ny thereof, Conſider before 1t be too late, how eaſily they. 
will do it, if by taking away the Miniſters of Chriſt from you, 
depriving them of lively-hood, they bring into their places, . 
Popiſh Prieſts ang Jeſuits ; if they get footing here again, their 
little finger will prove heavier than your Miniſters loyns were - 
to you; Tythes would not long ſufhce tnem. 

Next yout talk of Impropriators Claim by purchaſe,, Con- 
cerning one of them we only ay; as the Parents of the once- 
blind man anſwered the Jews, he 5s of age, ak, him, he ſhall” 
ſpeak for himſelf. Here we thank you for your ingenuous Con- 
felſion—-thoſe ( you ſay ) that ſold him { Impropriations ) had 
ne -co0d Title, neither can theirs be made good,” which is derived 
from them, ; | 

By which ( you ſay ) it doth plainly appear, that no man at 
this day,. can claim T ythe of another, ether by divine or hu- 
mane Right, &c, | If you ſpeak of Impropriate Tythes, we 
have nothing here to do with them ; If of Appropriate, ye 
ſay, if begging the quettion would ſerve your turn, we would 
at: 


hee en. _ 
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at once confeſs- attum :t de decimis : but you are here come 
to the ſame point of your Cirele, in evident begging the que= 
{tion, ſaying —19 mn at this day.can claim T ythes of another, 
either by Div1.e or Humane Right : pre clara verba, ſed werba ; 
W hat? Ceſar's, Vom, Vidi, Vici? A finzular faculty you 
ſeem to your ſelf to have ; no ſooner do you think a thing, bur 
it muſt plainly appear to beſo; but that. we ſufficienily knoy 
your quality of begging the queſtion, we might think that ſom? 
.miles glorioſms Were entred into the Scene, telling how man 
thouſand flying Enemies he fetcht down with his limed Bar- 
bolts, and flew in one day, To the next we-ſay, that we are 
'mot called to-.meddle with State-Intereſts; and concerning the 
Pape and his, we have here nothing to do ; only we-mark how 
the declining of the Pope's Supreamacy ſticks in your Sto- 
aaack, ©. . 
Now ( ſay you ) to plead for ſuch wages of unrighteonſueſs A 
You dare call Gods Donation, wages of Unri ren/eols : 4, "E1 
ing as they who care not what, ( though blaſpemy ) but hoiv 
. much they ſpeak. To that which you ſay, concerning Prieſts 
rece:uins womentAtions : I ſay, I know no Prieſt fo much 
favoured here, 1 know ſome reverend Miniſters who are. 
thich ( you ſay ) they may as well take away ( meaning Page 33. 
Gleb-land ) as their predeceſſors did the y s of 'e Abbeys 
and Monaſteries | Yet your ſelves confeſs, tMt they were the 
Hives of lazy Drones. We Wiſh that in their juRt diſſolution, 
they had been better imployed ; but affirm -that none can ju- 
ſife the taking away things conſecrated ro Gods ſervice ; but 
you couſtantly grum le at the decay of Popery ; we with that 
your vizard were pulled off, that ſpeaking bare-faced your in- 
cautious reader might diſcerne, on which fide you are, 
' Whaſe Tythes ( you ſay again) are often as much worth as Pzze ;Q. 
the Land } I once heard one, who being cenſured for repor- 
ting a groſs untruth, - replied, that he had told it ſo often, that 
his ſelf began to think that it was true, Bur I hope you here 
© ſpeak Philoſopher-like--ex 4l:orum ſentertia, not your ovn, but 
thers opinion. 
=== Forthwith throw away Tythes, &'c. | We thank you, as 
much as though we did, and wg think of your Motion. S 
N 2 ou 


_ 


- 


—  - I -— > — ———qc<—_—_— ————_—_ ——___ wa 


pe CENT 


_ WW 


65 


The great (caſe. of Tythes ſtated. Ds 


_———— 


—_——— 
= 


You ſay——So long 4s they continue, there can never be any- 
poſſibil;ty of  rai,ing maintenance in ſuch places ] If you mzan 
161 ng as impropriations Continue, &c, pr nos, alia pax effo ; 
if othzrwiſe, your argument hence derived, as to th2 taking 
away Tyches,. is very feeble, being a fallacia non cauſe, pro 
canfa, For what h nderance can-paying and receiving of 1ythes 
be- to thoſe places, where none. are payable as predzal, as in 
Towns and Cities, wherein are no fields ? Bur conſider you 
that fear God,what eAzariah acknowledged. 2 Chroz, 31. 10; 
Since. the people began to bring the Offerings ( with their Tythes, 
as appears there, v. 5, 6, ) We have had exough, for the Lord 
hath bleſſed bis people : which was according to that which 
God ſpeaks, Mal. 3. 10. Bring ye all the T ythes into the Stire- 


| houſe —and provi” me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, 


if 1 will not open, you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a. bleſſing, that there ſhall. not. be room enough to receive 
It, ' 
Next you ask concerning Towns and Cities, o: Lands Im- 
propriate, where there 15 no competency of maintenance by : 
Tythzs—Muft they never have an ab'e Miniſter > Have the 7 
9 ſhare in our Goſpel, becauſerhey have no maintenance > 1 an- 
ſer, the cauſe why ſuch a3.you ſpecifie have no gretter ſhare 
of our Miniſters pains, is not-ſo much becauſe they have no - 
maint2nance, ' auſe they will have none ; while Ga4aren- 
likz they valus their ſine, or temporal intereſts, more than 
tbe Goſpel. And. nov think you -that they do. not put the 
word of God: ſrons them, and judg themſelves unworthy of ever- 
laſting liſe 5 not only who contradict the Word when it is 
va but they alſs who take a courſe, that it may never” 
þ- preached unto them ? ' 1 ſpeak of them, who dwelling in 
populous Towns and Cities, will not agree together to levy 
ſome ſuch means for the ſupport of an able Miniſter, as may 
keep him alive, and enable him to the ſervice of God, But 
to paſs by this fault of Towns-men and Citizens, &c., we can 
juſtifie by thouſands of witneſles, that the: Goſpel hath been 
powerfully and diligently preached in ſundry Towns, by able 
Miniſters; where no maintenance was either raiſed by any Im= 
propriator, or otherwiſe could be by any appropriated Tythes, 
there. 
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there growing, I will add without any.reward of their pains, . 
either retribured by the auditors,or expzQted by thoſe preachers, 

You demund again — Have you not 4 more righteous Rule ? | 
What than that, which-Gods Word preſcribed ? This and your 
folloiving farrage /ibelli, may be ſatisfied with this anſwer, that 
it is a dingerous thing to account a mans ſelf more wiſe than 
Cod, and-a foo!tlly preſumption to endeavour any am2ndment 
of his Ordinances; needs muſt*. he- find his human wiſdom 
fooliſhneſs, wizo oppoſeth 1t todivine, Your objeRion from 
the inequality of paying, 1s vain ; for who can be ignorant that : 
there were mequalities of Eftates under the Laiv, or that every 
man was bound to pay according to that whica he had,. not ac- - 
cording to that which he had not ? Your following cavils are 
more ſuitable to the gallfull pen of ſome apoſtate Julian, or 
jezring Lycian than the writing of any profetled Chriſtian, 

-To that which you ſay, of Thrcw:ng away T ythes as anold 
relique of Popery ] We anſiver , that when you hive proved 
them to be ſuch, you may have ſom2 ground for ſuch a motion ; 
till then we fequire your patience, if we hoſd faſt Gods O:- 
dinance,and the Miniſters juſt'maintenance. | 

Further you ſay, Halt no-longer between two, 6, ] We muſt & chylus Ja- 
tell*'vou Sir, here = entitle us to your o'vn faults, as chat (em ebrium . 
drimken Poet /E£ſchylns did the noble hers Jaſon, and other), eh. _ob- 
Grecians to his on vices ; *tis you ho halt between Papiſtq uo vitio why 
and a Schiſmatical pretender to Reformation, So eAhab wouldri>ac ipſe pa- 
hive put the crime-of troubling 7ſrael, on the Prophet of the *'3 tragicus, eo - 
Lord: as for us, Gol knwws that our ſouls defire 1s to clerye en _— 
Redfaftly unto him and his ſacred Ordinances ; and we have}. = - "0 | 
not yet temporized ( as too many have done') God preſerving 
us in our ſuifering of hard things ; Is this halting with Sir Gre- - 
gory Nonſenſe? v8, | 

Next you talk of A more Goſpel-like way of naaintenance, &c.) 

To which *tis eafily anſivered, that not only you, but no Crea- 

ture, Men or Angels of Heaven, can preſcribe a more Goſpel- 

like way, than that which God hath appointed, and Chriſt ap-' | 
roved. 

The light which you talk of, we own not for ſuch, who have 
a more ſure word of Propheſie, unto which as unto li 4 _ ; 

net? 
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1 Pet. 2,16. 


nh i 6 dk place, we anend nil the dey den. —Fa 


thoſe 1gnes fatur of Mens inventions, We neither value them, 
nor find any cauſe to follow them, 

Next you ſpeak c& a way to eſtabliſh the Nation upon 4 ſure 
fondation of true freedom , as to the conſcience | . We lay, 
1, Uſe not your Liberty for a cloke of malitioulneſs, >, Be- 
ware that you be not of their number, of whom the Apolile 
ſpeaks, who when they ſpeak, great ſwelling words of vant y--- 


> Per. 2-18.15, —-Fhule they promiſe them liberty, they themſelves are the ſer- 


Jer. 15. 19. 


vants of corruption, 3, If you diflemble nor, but bear good 
will to your Countries freedom, and good conſcience ; we 
Cannot but pitty the ſeeming diſproportion between your 
zeal and knowledg, as we would pitty to ſee mettle in a blind 
Jade. 

As for giving content to ſeparate Congragations, our rule is 
the ſame which, God of old gave the Prophet — Let thers 
return unto thee, but return not thou unte them, And as for ſa- 
tisfying ſuch as are ſelf-excommunicate, and divided from the 


womb of the Church, we pitty them, but muſt leave them to 


Gods tribunal : for our ſelves we have learned of the Apoſtle, 


' Gal. 1.10. 1f 1 yet pleaſe men, 1 ſhould not be the ſervant of 


Chriſt, That on which you ſpend your Rhetorick about ccn- 
tention for Tythes, as if that were a ſufficient cauſe why they 
ſhould be taken away, 1s very childiſh, Tell me, have there 
not been, and fill are many bloody contentions about the prea- 
ching of the Goſpel of Chriſt? What, would it be a ſure 
foundation of true_freedom, as to the cor ſcience, to obey the 
command of thoſe Rulers, Elders and Scribes, Annas, Cai- 
phas, &c, Not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of Jeſus 7 
Is it your beſt preſcript for the cure of the head-ache,- to cur 
off the head? medice curateipſins. But ſeriouſly, your argu- 


ment is a fa/lacia accidentis, a-Wholſom way were for the Pen | 


ple duly to pay and ſet out their Tythes according to Laivs 
divine and hummne. IT conceive that no man would be (6 ;11- 
adviſed,as toſue for his right,if he might have it without trouble 
and charge of Lay; | Wy 
That you. ſay, Paying unreaſonable, &c. | You ſpeak lik: 
your ſelf. But doth paying Tythes h1nder Tillage, and the ſtaff 
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of bread as you pretend? Here is again another fa/lacia ac- 
cidentis, if that b2 tru which you lay ; of a fallacia nm cauſe, 
pro cauſa, if falſe, It is not paying of .,Tythes, which is the 
obltruction to plenty, but m2nsunb-lief 5 God himſelf Caying, 

Prove me now if I will not poor you out a bleſſing, &c. Of "EW 
what kind ? OF the encreaſes of the Earth? And what is 02 
the condition to which that prom'ſe relateth ? Is it not paying 

Tythes, and leaving their Sacciledg ? 

Let no man (ſay you ) henceforth think it ſtrange,c&+c, | We 
ſhall not think it ſtrange, that ſome men refuſe to pay Tythes, 
while there-is a Devil to tempt them to Sacrileds ; nor wonder 
that ſome will pay Tythes, becauſe we. have a good God, who 
though he juſtly permic miny to ſtreng deluſions, that they 
may periſh, yet will he preſerve his eleQ,. and encline their 
hearts to obey his Lays and Odinances, that it may bg yell 


with them, and theirs. 
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Hs thas' ariſered theſe cavils, T propoſe the enſuing 
 & concluſions to the good readers conſideration, 

7. All are bound to do the moſt high Lord God homige 
and ſervice, of whom it is written, H1#% only ſhalt thos ſerve. 
This is a rule ſo evidently juſt, that the very heathens in their *'* 4: 
tyyelve Tables of their Luv ackno'vledged it, on this ground, Azor.l.6. c.63, 
that God is the Lord,and diſpeſer of all things, For as School- Cic: de'eg.l. 2. 
men ſay,. the Law of Nature cannot be extinguiſh2d, as to its **®: 4: 44: 6+ 
firſt Principles. Now there is no Nation of the World ſo im- 7 Darn's 
mane and barbarous, but: that it believes there is a God, who ef. comd oh | 
created, and ſtill governeth this Univerſe: So that the b-utith ma p-iacipis. 
Poticins for his ignorance of God, was efteemed a kind of Pa- _ 
radox in Nature, a Prodigy and Monſter of Man-kind, GoJ's ya 
Word teacheth-us, that he wuſt be worſhiped, but, as his ſelf 
commandeth in it, which is his revealed will ; as *tis written, Mic- 6.8.'- 
He hath ſhewed thee O man what is ecod, and what doth the Lord + 


require of thee. 
3: We - 


"0 


—_— 


The great Caſe of ; Ththes ſtated. 


Mar, * 2. 21- 
1 Chre. tg 14+ 


— 


2. We muſt be faichfulf” and true to him, whom rye adore 
as our God, the ſearcher of hearts : not encroaching upon any 
part of that, which the holy Word declareth.( as a reſerved 
right) to belong unto the Lord our God, 

3. Waat ever carnal reaſon, or wiſdum of the fleſh pre- 
tend, or ſuggelt.to the contrary ; we mult duly and willingly 
render and-pay unto him all his Rights, and Luties belonging 


-unto him as a ſupream Lord-of all: As it 1s written, Grve- #xto 


God the things that are Gods ; wich when we have truly done, 


Pal. 115, 16.\ve muſt acknowledg with David, Of thy own hand have we 


given thee ; all is thine : The earth hath ke given unto the chil- 


dren of men ; only reſerving to himſelf,as it were a.ſmal Zords- 


rent, as an acknowledginen: of his *overain Dominion, 

4. The things which God hath ceſerved, as a Tribute or 
Rent to himſelf, are, . x. Either of the tim? meaſured-unto 
man for this preſen; life ; out of which he hath reſerved a Se- 
venth part, or a Sabbath and-holy reſt, that we may be enabled 
to&ubſiſt and ſerve him ;-Wwithout which we cannot be happy. 

2. Or of the bleſſing and encreaſes of the Earth ; out of 
which, God in his bounty, feeds, clothes, every way necel- 
ſary accommodates us in our humane neceſſities ; only reſer- 
ving unto his own ſervice, little more than a tenth part, and 
that for man's good alſo ; that by ſuch means a Miniftry, able 
to edifie, comfort and enform him, concerning the Will of 
Godfor his ſalyation, may be maintained ; to which Miniſtry, 
be hath appoinced that his reſerved part, the tenths ; to thoſe 

- I ſay, whom he calleth to labour in h's ſervice. | 
3. Apart of the Earih, or-land which he hath givey man 
to Till, Sow, Plant, and yield Encreaſe : as he reſerved a part 
of our time of life, for our ſerving him, ſo hath he alſo a part 
and portion of our place, or the earth on which he will be ſer- 
ved; ( for without time when, and place where, there can 
be no humane Action ). That is , Church, and Churches, 

Houſes ſet a part from all common aſe, to his ſervice and-pub- 
I'ck worſhip accommodate. So was there a Temple and Sy- 

nagogues for {ſrael, and Churches among Chriſtians, even 

from the Primitive age, 1-Cor. 11. 22. Alſo, to the Levites 

there were Cities appointed, out of every Tribe ;' Num. 25. 
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23, &c. even 4$ walled Cues with their Suburbs ; their other 
revenue keing generally provided for them, by Tythes, Obla- 
tions, .&C: out of the whole Land beſide,  Novy,. our Savior 
releaſed rene of theſe Rights, as to the morality thereof 3 that 
15, the equity of. his ſervants .maintenance, and neceſſary ac- 
ccmmodation, in his-worſhip : Therefore he avowed the 
Temple to be his Fathers H+uſe-; and the.Prophet ſaith, From 
the riſing of the Sun,-even to the going down of the ſane — in 


John. 2. 16. 
'Masl. 1. 11, 


every place, incenſe ( that 1s.Prayers of the Saixts ), ſhall be x v. 8. 


offered unto my name, ſanh the Lora of Hoſts. So Chriſt de- M :t, 21. 13. 


clared himſ:1f -to be-Lord cf the Sabbath ; and ſo alſo, is he 
Lord of that portion of the Earhts encreaſes, reſeryed-to the 
| wages Worſhip of God.: and in.caſe of detention thereof 


e ſaith expreſly -Ye have robbed me———;1; T ythes and 

Gfferings. | | | | 
5. 1 he Law had three-branches.: The Moral, Ceremonial, 
and Judicial, The firſt whereof, was and is the rule by which 
all perſons, at all times, and 1n all places, are to compoſe their 
lives, -as to God, winchis the ſubſtance of the firſt Tile. The 
ſecond Table preſcribeth the mutual duty of man to man. T he 
Ceremonial Lavls . PIEieriped ſeveral religious Rights, accor- 
ding to Which, would have his 1ſrae/ to worſhip him;until 
the fullneſs of time wherein Chriſt was to come in the fleſh, 
and fullfill all tHoſe things for mans redemptien , which thoſe 
rights prefigured, and under which God's people were tobe 
exerciſed and trained up all the time. of their minority, as a 
Child -under a 'Schootmaſfter , *1n expeRation of a- Savior and 
Redeemer to come, The. judicial Laiy appertained to 1ſrael, 
for the well government of them, by adminiſtration of civil 
Laws, for the peace, welfare and tranquillity of that people : 
therefore theſe are often joyned together in holy Scripture, 
Precepts , Ceremonies and Judgments, The firſt whereof, 
appertaineth.to:the right fo:ming of holy manners. The ſe- 
cond to Rights ard. ſacred Ceremonies, determining thEman- 
ner of Gods worſhip for that- time, The third, to the civil 
government of the people. And theſe three are as it were the 
nerves, of every well governed Stare.; holy,Manners, religious 

Worſtip,. and due execution of Juſtice, ; /,. - 

L © 6. Divine 


> Mal. 3. 
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G:n, 2. 24, 


Heb. 10, x. 


Azor. inſtic. 
I, & 25. 


- 6. Divine poſitive Laws or Inſtitutions , bound ,--as did 


moral Preceps , though with ſome cohſiderable ditterences. 
come poſitive Las were binding only to ſome particular per= 
ſons ; as that, Gem, 2.16. Of the tree of kxowledg of good and 
evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it : this bound ( as to the'precept ) 
only Adam and Eve, who vere but one fleth. - Some poſitive 
Law, as they were tem-oral, having their beginning and end- 
ing in time, thoug they were binding to a multitude, or nas 
tion, yet were they not lo to all men, as Circumciſion, raiſing 
up ſeed to the diſeafed brother, &c. which bound-7ſrae/ re- 
ſpeRively, until Chriſt came in the fleſh, that the trueth- of 
the promiſe concerning his being of the Tribe of 7#4ah, and 
family of David might appear in that diſtintion of Tribes; 


So the- many Sanctions'appertinent to Priefts and Leyites, the 


Service and Rights which having a ſhadow of good things then 
to Come, were to ceaſe \vhen the truth was come, and had 
accompliſhed all thoſe things, which were thereby prefigured. 
So the judicial Precepts were poſitive for the time; while 1/- 
raels tepublick contimied, and ſo yyere binding, and Hiill are 
as they have their gtound -in moral equity. To theſe are re- 
ducible thoſe precepts prohibiting Mariages in certain degrees 
of Geſangitity, which pofitive Lav maketh inceftuous, then 
commencing when mankind was encreaſed unto multitudes and 
ſocieties of men, which could not bind in the family of Adam, 
ſuppoſing God's Ordinance for the progagation of all mankind 
by one main and one woman. - 

For the Ceremonial Laws, they bound not before their in- 
Ritution ſignified to 1/ree/ by the divine Lawgiver ; neither 
do they, becauſe they are not poſitive unto this time, There- 
fore that opinion 1s erroneous and dangerous, vv 'Ch ſaith Aa- 
ture lex & ratio depoſeit & precipit, ut Deo Sacrificia offeranus, 
quibus peccata noſtra expienous. For ſacrificing was no Law 
of Nature, but a' Poſi:ive Law; the Lay of Nature yyas as 
the. Original to the Moral, which was a tranſcript or duplicate 
thereof ; and there was a poſitive precept for eAMbels ſacri- 
ficing,' without which it could not have been acceptable to God, 
as done in faith ; but now in propriety of terms, 'offering 


Sacrifice for expiation, 15 no More juſtifiable, than. Circum-- 


cifhon, 
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cifion. Chriſt hath by: his own oblation. pf himſelf once of- © 
fered, perfeited for pver  thens that are ſaxctifyrd—yow where Heb. 6.16 
remiſſion of theſe (that is fins) 15, there is no more offeriy for 5 4 
Fn, Theſe Laws arg: nov not only zz2rtue, but mort: ere; 

not only dead, but. a killing Letter, Whereas the moral Lay 

(in all negaave precepgs thereof ) binds Semper & ad [emp:y. 

And the Affirmative ( as may be ſeen in the fourth and fift pre- 

cept ) bind ſexper,, though nat ad ſemper... .So\ve are all our- 

life timz bound toſanRihe the Sabbath, but we are not bound * 

atall tim?s of our life ſo tq do, becauſe it 1s not alyays the Sab- 

bath or Seventh day, .and we: are not bound to any impoſſi- 

RR ISS 23 yr] og fn 

-| 7. The Ceremonial and Judicial Laws,as pofutive, had ſome 

. mixtures with morality, ;.-and. the moral had ſomthing Cete- 

monial or Poſtive for a time.;. 'which was the reaſon why the Er*: par:im 
fourth precept was alterable, from the ſeventh day reckoned 7 orale & par- 
from the: Creatien, to the Seyenth day from Chritts Reſiirre- g's pownp og 
Rion. ,..The moral precepts, | as fumply, ſuch, are unalterable, roo. ;. 2m. 

and incliſpenſable, as. to all times, places and perſons. Nei- Alens.parc.4. 2. 
ther did God ever &ſpeaſe with the morality of tis own Laws : ,,,, 

Neither d Chriſt,in any-one jo or tittle diffolye them ; What- * þ 

ſoever ſeems contrary, is but expoſitory in the reſult ; as Chriſt * 
doing molt of his great works on.the Sabbath, was no diſpenſa- 

tion-with the fourth precept, but only an interpretation thereof: 

ſhewing -that works of neceility and mercy, are works of the Luk. 13. 15. 
Sabbath, So God commanding 7ſrael to barraiy of the Egyp- & 14: 5: 

trans, and take away: the things ſo. borroiyed ; by that AR of Exod. 11, 2. 

his juſtice doing 7/74e right (-he being. the great Judg of all Gen. 18. 

the World) in giving them their juſt wages,for theirunjuſt ſer- 

vitude-( which wages the, Egyptians detained from them ) doth 


'but Interpret the eigth Commandment Thou ſhal nat ſteal; 
'Thatis, not by any.means take avay another mans goods inzits 
domino i. e. bone. fides poſſeſſore. Now fir. we muſt conſider, 
That due wages belonging to. //rae/, in point of morality , 
which ſaith the labourer, :s werthy of bis hire, was in the E. 
#yptiaxs hands, Who thereforeywere thereof but male fidej poſe + 70. 7: 
Filfores, from whom. as-from a thief or uſurper it yas legally 
'tobe recovered ; that might not be done without warrant from a 
19 L 2 competent 


Jenn IT 


_— 


76 The gredF( aſe of Tythes ſtated. | 


- — ll 


>" 


competent Judg , therefore God's watrant empaired them. ſo 
z,Chcon,tg.6. tq do z as theientence of thoſe who now judg ſor- God, may 
warrant alabourer, orſervant to recover his due hice, or-yages 
unjuRily decained from him. Secondly 1t is conſiderable, 1 hat 
we may not take from him; who though of ſome other Nation, 
is yet united, in the ſame bonds of community and amity with 
Exod, 13. 18,.the republick, of which we are a part ( waictuthe Egyprians 
Numb. 14.3, from that time were no longer to be ) except 1n-caſe of legal 
11, &c. procceding,or lawfull-boſtility; wherein as thou maiſt take arvay 
Deut- 17.16. the life of an enemy, ſo maiſt thou his goods z-burt in an unjult 
09 War, the murder, or latrociny is double injury. 

$8, In man's fall, ſome moral Laws were to his underſtanding - 
more unextin&"than-others:So were the precepts of the firt-Ta- 
ble-which concerned our duty to, and-worſhip of God, more 
obliterated than the precepts ofthe ſecond Table, which con» 
cern the maintenance of humane ſociety ; as, Honour thy father 
and thy mother : Thou ſhalt not k:;11, Commu adultery, ſteal,&c. 
The very Heathens knew, that ſuch-things were unjuſt, impi- - 
ous, and deſtryRiye to humme ſociery ; therefore they pro» 
bibited them in their 1.2 tables, or abridgment of their Lays ; 
and accordingly, ſeverely puniſhed the offenders. Towards the 
divine precepts of the firſt table, which enjoyned the due wor- 
hip of one true God, their unerſtandings were-more darkened, 
though even thereof they had ſome very ſlender remains by 
natural principles not utterly extin&, as may appear in their +. 
worſhipping of thoſe whom they took tobe Gods. 

9. The Scripture affirms not only that which-1s therein ex- 
preſſed rotidems zerbis, but that, alſo, which by neceſſary con- 
ſecuence followeth the true ſenſe thereof ; as appears in that 

Mat. 22. 29. Which Chriſt ſaid to the Saduces, 77 erre,n2t krowimng the Scrip- 
RR. Wherein ? * In that which God ſaid unto Moſes, I am 
Fe 3- 2+ he nd of e Abraham, and the -God of” Tſaac, and the God of 
Jacob, Why, here's not a word or ſyllable concerning the re. 
ſurreion of the dead, concerning which Chriſt there ſpake ; 
true, if we confider expreſs Words ;' but from neceſſary con- 
ſequence itfollo'veth, 1f God be the God of the living, and: nat 
of the dead ; then Abraham, Tſaac, and Jacob, are:not ſo 
dead, but that they All live With God in- their Spirits, and 
IR therefore 
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therefore- their bodies ſhall riſe again to: be with God,..the God 
of the living, which they not underſtanding, knew not the 
Scripiutes and Power of -God to raiſe the dead, in the Scrip- 
tures declared. This may alſo appear in that which the Ca 
thulick Church believeth concerning the ſacred Trinity, which 
is no W:1cre. named 11, holy Scripture totrdems Syllabrs, but 
-certairr conſequence from thence proved. The ſame alſo we 
/ ruſt underſtand concerning Baptiſing Infants, and the obſer- 
vation of the Chriſtian Sabbath, and ſo of paying Tythes to 
. Goſpel Miniſters, &c, 
10. . God's precepts be they never (@ ancient, having no re- 
. peal. appearing..in- holy Scripture, are ever binding, unto the 
end cf the World, .and no man can with any ſecurity of con- 
ſcience attempt ts free himſelf from the bond of any duty im- 
poſed by Gods moral layy at all, or. from his poſitive precepts, 
without clear evidence of the layvgivers will for the ceſſation 
thereof. | 
11. No moral Lay: of God is temporary. as concerning 
the future ;.- but as it bindeth every man without exception, re- 
ſpeRively, ſo doth it ever bind. Such is the Lay of tything, 
which is enjoyned in the firſt, fourth, fifth, and eighth pre- 
- Cepts of the moral Lay ; as will appear in its place, 
1-2. No man, councels, or authority of men, may diſpenſe 
with any one precept of Gods Law : Chriſt diſavoweth any 
diflolution of it by h1mſelf, in the leaſt jot, as to the morality 
thereof. Therefore it isa fit, and ſuch as ſhall excludz a man 
from the Kingdomof Heaven, to attempt it, though with con- 
ſent of many, or- molt ſuffrages of. men, under any pretenge 


by, Joba 5.-- 


whatſoever, So When God faith, how ſhalt not make to thy 


ſelf any graven Image, What will it avail the Idolater to plead 
before his Tribunal, that a great part of the people ſay, that 
Idels are Laymens books ? Shall their diſtintion of 'd«tia and 
latria excuſe them? What that ſome tbink-th2: Sabbath pe- 
 culiar to the Jews, and therefore that it ought tovaniſh away 
with the ceremonial Law > What that ſome think that Chri- 
ſian liberty freeth them from Obedience, to their eivill Ma- 


gleeer and that it was proper to the Jewith policy only. ; 


% 


e impious.. Nicolataxs. thought fornication no ſin-; or | 


that -- 


a 
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' federates ? t 


[that Chriſtian Liberty freeth them from Gods Law, forbidding 


all uncleanneſs and filthy luſt ? 1f all Nations and people thould, 


-or poſſibly could diſpenſe with theie, or any one precept of 


Gods Moral Law, ſuch conſent could not amount to more or 
leſs, than a general apeſt«ſie from God, and. his ſacred Lay. 
What if people and Narions ſhould cry don tythes ; as when 
the Hanes, Goths, and YVanaals, invading the Weltern parts 
of the Chriſtian World , Tythes and Churches were pulled 
down, Univerſities, Colledges, and Schools of good learning 
were overthrown, as out adverſaries would fain have it now : 
Could all this do any more, than make their outrages more 1n- 
famous, - hateful to God and Man, and more odious to all poſte- 


ities, to whom their deteftable and unhappy memory fs 


come ; and for preſent, themſelves: inttrumental to pull down 
Gods curſes md plagues upon themſelves and their Countrey, 
unappy in the birth and breeding up ef ſuch prodigious miſ- 
creants ? | 
1 3. Nocombination or conſent of multitudes, may change 
or alter Gods ſacred Ordinances, under any pretence of Refor- 
mation , or of more convenience or bettering them by any 
means. ' The vain and impious dream of 'ſom2 competency for 
Miniſters maintenance, inſtead- of tythes, is meer rebellion 
againſt God and his Laws, no better than an high-and mad pre- 
ſumption to corre& his wiſdem, re&ife eons, and 
attempting to controul and amend his Decreed and Sacred Or- 
dinances, oblikely' cenſuring them as defe&ve or erroneous ; 
which is an acme and heighth of more than Zaciſeriay' reſo- 
lution, heſaid, Sinuls; ero altiſſimo, 1 will be like the moſt high , 
but, upon the matter, theſe (ould be ſupra altrſimmnm, above 
the moſt high, to controll -and alter his Decrees. Had the 
Jews attempted to have changed the maintenance of Prieſts 
and [evites, in the whole or any part thereof, by God ap- 
pointed and declared ; though they had given them more than 
the value of their tythes and offerings, in money or ſome other 
kinde of commodity: Would God have connived any more at 
ſach ſacriledge , than at the rehellion- of Corah and his Con- 
hey would have changed Gods Ordinance in the 
authority of Moſes , and Aaron and his ſons Miniſtery : And 


can 


—— 


—_ —— _ 
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can we reaſonably conceive , that for ſuch. as now attempt to 
take away the Miniſters, and Gods publick worſhip, branch and 
root ;. the Earth hath not yet more back-doors to open for ſuch 
Conſpirators, that they may go doivn, body and ſoul, alive to 
Hell 2 Be adviſed, it 4s the ſame God till, and therefore it is a 


dangerous undertaking to m2ddle yyith that, which he hath ap- yes. « ; 8, 


pointed, reſerved for his on part, and aſſigned as an howorary 
£0: their ſervice ; whom he calleth and defigneth thereto, not 
whom the atlembly of Corah would ſubſtitute and ordain to 
ſerve inthe Sanctuary. And nov 1f you will reſt on the A 
files ſentence, Goſpel Mimfters, in the change of the Lai, 
ſucceeding the Prieſts and Levites,mult likewiſe be maintained , 
not by an arbitrary allowance, - by the will of man, but by that 
which God appointed for them. So the Apoſtle applieth the 
ſame por al equity for the Miniſters of C briſt + The Prieſts and 
Levites portion Was tythes and offerings,&c. even ſo hath GoJ 
appointed or ordained , That they which preach the Goſpel , 

uld tirve_of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9g. 13, 14. To what relateth 
that (even ſo,) butunto that which he before ſpake of ? even 
as Legal Prieſts lived, or were mainthined by tythes and offer- 
ings ; ſo muſt Miniſters of the Goſpel be maintained by tythes 
and offerings. 

demand of our Competency-men, how, even ſo, if fthes be 
taken away, and Miniſters left to the peoples benevolence ? 
even ſo, mult Ggnifie nothing ſo : bur even ſo, by your wills, 
they who preach the Goſpel, ſhall have nothing except a m2als 
meat, when they will flatter you, 

' 14. Without all controverſie,there was a certain determinate 
allowance for Prieſts and Lewites under the Law ; and what re- 
ſon can be ſhewed, why ve ſhould conceive, that God hath 
not appointed as competent and comfortable means for Mini- 
fers ſubſiftence * What Scripture can be produced to demon- 
ftrate, or ſolid reaſon urged to m2ke it ſo much as probable ; 
that God who ſo diſpoſed of Legal Prieſts and Lewites, that 
they were, as I may ſay, fed out of Gods own hand andre- 
ſerved part, ſhould remit the Miniſters of a better reſtam2nt, 
and a better hope, to the unkinde hands of ummconſtant men to 
be maintained in a dubioms and uncertain condition of f ubſi- 

q* {tence : 
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Heb. 3. 2. 


&&. I4, 18, 


Jokn 7: 


Jotn. 18- 


ſence ? Would he have them under the Layv of Meſes depend 


' on his own' holy Providence ; and Miniſters of his dear Son 


Teſou, on men? .For you muſt obſerve, that though the q-10ta 
pars for Prieſts and . Levites, was determinate -in Tythes and 
Offerings , yet in the whole, or dividends thereof, it muſt 
needs ariſe more or. leſs, as God bleſſed their Land with en- 
creaſes, . much or-little. Add heerto, if God would not truſt 
the Magiftrates of his /ſrae/, no nor Moſes, ſo Faithfull a.ſer- 
vant in nis houſe, ſo dear, ſo familiar as he was with God, to 
leave the determination of the Prieſts and Levites portion unto 
him, bur limited him in every particular thereof ; Ho much 
1:\{s would he leave the Goſpel-Mianiſters livelihood, to the 
fidelity and diſcretion of any modern Truſtees, ſpecially in 
the declining age of the world , which he foreſay would be 


' More-uncon(tant to all goog, 1n the coldneſs of charity towards 


the end > The. face of the Skie, andgreat deeps, is vatiable, 
bur mens .minds are incemparably more fluctuant, Had the 
prodigious changes which.we have ſeen in this giddy age, been 
foretold us -; W ho could have believed ſuch a report? . The 
Changes, 1 ſay not in matters of {mall moment, or examples 
of obſcure condition, or men of yulgar quality, but of the moſt 
eminent in their kinds, There were changes in the primitive 
Church, when the moſt evident gifts of the holy Ghoſt flou- 
riſhed among Chriſt's Diſciples : one while the Lyſtriaxs were 
hardly reſtrained "from ſacrificing: to Pau! and Barnabas as 
Gods ; preſently they tone them, as the worſt of men, Nov 
the Phariſees emiſſaries report—Never man ſpake as this may 
ſpeaks; ere long the people would ſtone him as if he had 
been a blaſpheamer : now they make the ſtreets and Temple 
of Teruſalem ring of their Hoſanna's ; preſently they roar out 
their Crucify, Crucify, Truth begets enemies, where pride 
begets impatience of reproof. Ahab diſcovered the true cauſe, 


i King, 22. #.yhy he conceived that Michaiah prophefied no good to him, 


in ſaying, 7 hate him, They that have ſome appearance of 
Religion in taem, kno'v not all, and therefore may have ſome 
erroneous Opinions ; and though poſſibly they will hear, like, 
and love you, While you comply with their judgments'; -yet. if 
you diſſent, they preſently' bid defiance, - $0 the Galatians 


who 


=. 
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who received Paul as An eAngel of God, even as Chriſt Je » ; 


preſently took him for an enemy, becauſe he told them the 
truth which crofled their opinion, So the Jews hearing Paw/ 


ſay, that he mult be ſent far off to the Gentiles, gave hin ans , q 20k 


dience unto this word, and then lift up their woices, and ſaid, 


away with ſuch a fellow from the earth : for it is not fit that he 
ſhould lrve, Herod heard Joh» Baptilt gladly, and did many **: 
things, but when John reproved Herod: incelt, John miſt to 
Priſoh and die. And are not men as wicked now, as in thoſe. 


days? What hath been the cauſe of ſo much cruelty towards 
fruitfull- Miniſters and Preachers of the truth of Chriſt, but 
Auditors impatience of reproof ? And had ycu but the per- 
nicious liberty, Which you ſo much affe& to have, all Miniſters 
your Almsmen, Who ſhould with ſafety to his life and liberty 
roprove you, Who have been ſo impatierit of heating truth, 
though you have not yet ſuch a bond on Miniſtet's tongues, as 
you would have ? What Prophets could you hope to have, bat 


| ſuch as would AR with you, and in your-progreſs toward hell, 


have ready their-—go #p axd proſper? But you ſay, we are 
Godly people ; yea, your /"4 5h have rently well de- 
clared you fuch unto the World. *Twas godlineſs with you to 
ſpoile our goods, toſequeſter, and impriſon us : though we are 
\lent, theſe injuries cry at the gates of Heaven, and poſterity 
willl freely ſpeak of this yout pretended gbdlineſs. Oh Sir! 
but we ever held out the profeſſion of reformation : truly, as 
thoſe creſted pictures, which comming on ſhew Sain&, but 
oing off, devil. And what competent maintenance faithful 
Flindtters were like to have of ſuch Ptofefſors, but that of 
Ahbahs allowance? 1 King. 22. 27. Put this fellow in Priſon 


affiftion——here would be your competency ſor the Miniſters 
of Chrilt. | 

1+. Tythes and Offerings (as grounded on the Moral Law) 
are ks to thoſe who ferve about holy things of the Goſpel : 
for all, except Atheiſts and Semiathe:ſtical Antinonmans, con» 
feſs that the moral Law doth now as firily bind ( queed w11- 
evlum ) 2s before Chriſt came into the World to take away 
the curſe of the Law ; he oy not away eur duty thetein 


commanded 


Gal. 4.14,15 


and feed bins with the bread of affiiction, and with the water of 


CO USING 


83 *® Thegreat Caſe of Tythes ſtated, 


commanded ; he did notin reſpe& of our obedience, diſſolve 
one jot or tittle of the morality therecf, If therefore the mo- 
ral Laiy (till binds men to pay Tythes, it binds to pay them to 
Miniſters, whom God hath called and aſſigned to receive that 
his part reſerved and appointed by him for their ſervice.in his 
publick worſhip, and tonone other,. Chriſt repeating the fir( 
Commandment of the moral Law, enjoining our ſerving God, 
Mat- 4.10. Taith, him only ſhalt thou ſerve + Which another Scripture ex- 
Prov. ©. 9. preſſeth, honor the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and with the firſt 
fruits of all thy encreaſe : The quotam partem whereof he 
determineth by Tythes;which are therefore enjoined in the firſt 
precept in the moral Law, | - 
Likewiſe in the fourth precept for ſanification of the Sab- 
bath by Prayer,hearing the Word,&c, And how ſhall they hear, 
' Without a Preacher ? And how ſhall Minitters Preach without 
neceſlary means to keep them alive, ahd to furniſh them with 
accomodations neceſlary to the: perfortnance of their Mini- 
Rerial charge, - which 1s to give attendance to reading, &c, that 
they may both ſave themſelves and their hearers ; when they 
have not ſo-much as means to preſerve their lives, and to ſup- 
ply them with foed and raiment, much leſs to buy books ? 
Likewiſe, Tythes .are commanded in the fifth precept,. for 
1 Cor. 4-15. honouring of our Spiritual parents, who are to be counted wor- 
1 Tim. 5. 17- thy of double honor ; that is,, relief and maintenance, * This 
wot is the firſt-Commandment with promiſe, which the Prophet 
toucheth when he ſpeaks of ;Tythes and Offerings duly. paid ; 
this cannot be in an was. rl 4 competency, but in that which 
God hath appointed a definite ſetled maintenance, for thoſe 
that ſerve him in his publick Worſhip, which he never left in 
Law or Goſpel, ta,the will or courteſie. of man.. Now other 
definite or ſetled means for Miniſters maintenance, he never 
Declma cer- appointed any, but by Tythes, Offerings, and other like per- 
tam partem de- * © : ; ''» ſe | 
6.nx. Alenſ, Qufites appertinent to tnoſe who, ſerved in. the 7 aberxacle, 
p34kc.4.9. 2.m2, Temple, or Church conſtituted ; therefore theſe .muſt be.heir 
maintenance, If any, $I 


4 I : 
. i - 


his afſignes, (o are they \commanged in:the eighth C 
ment 3: Which-in the negative part. ſaith, Thow(pglt 


ommand- 
uot f{eal: 
and 


= 
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and God's Prophet thewveth, that taking away or derention of 
Tythes, is ſtealing : and the Apoſtle, . that Sacriledg 


der the Law : Why ſaith he elfe, Thos that abhorreſt an 1d»l, 
committeſt thou Sacriledg > If there be nothing now ſacred in 
the time of the Goſpel, as ſome prophane m2n affirm.; How 
unadviſedly did Pas! ask that queſtion concerning a thing which 
is not in being, neither can b2? And if there be any thing 
amongſt us ſacred, Are not thoſe things ſuch, as God hath con- 
ſecrated and hallowed ?' And did heznot Conſecrate, and ſet 
apart from common uſe Tythes, for their maintenance, whom 
he appointed toſerve in his publick Worſhip? Now the eighth 
precept in the negative part, forbiddeth all taking away and 
detention of others right ; in the affirmative therefore it com- 
mands to yield, give andpreſerve what thou canſt, every ones 
right ; ſo Tythes belong to the eighth precept : and indeed, 
the end of ordaininz Tythes, -is evidently moral, as in point 
of piety, equity and gratitude, as hath been noted ; and that 
to which all men of all ages in the World, places and condi- 
tions, are reſpe&ively bound ; as well under the Ghoſpel, as 


; ( the Mil 3+ 
worlt thievery ) is found under the Goſpel, as it was alſo un- 22 * 


the Lav. And e Abraham and Jacob paying Tythes , had 


the word 'of promiſe, 79 Abraham and his ſeed, in the faith 
whereof, he Vas juſtified, before: he had received Circumci- 
fron, a ſeal of the righteouſneſs of the faith which he had yet 
being uncircumciſed, So thut the Goſpel was preached before 
( the giving of the Luy by Moſes ) ts Abraham, Gal. 3. 8, 
Whence it appears that paying Tythes is a Goſpel duty, pzr- 
formed, before their paym2nt under the Luv given on S:z4.; 
and «Abraham payed them, before the Levitical Law deter- 
mined them. In which determination, God didnot infer any 
neiv thing, or right of Tytqinginto his Church, but according 
to the neceſſity of the preſent ſtite thereof, ſo tegulated, and 
ordered Tythes for the Prieſts and Levites, to govern the peos 
ple by the Law, Which was their Schoolmaſter to. Chriſt ;; whe 
Ring com?, altered nothing of thz' morality of his Law, al- 
though 'the changeable rites, like outworn- 2arments and beg- 


getly rudiments, were then to be caſt off (as Foſhnas filthy Z:ck, 3, 4. 3 


garments ). and other habits. of ſanity, and religious Goſpel- 
OOO oy M 2 | worſhip 


R1m. 4. 95 


10, 11, 


The great ( aſe of Tythes ſtated.  _ 


worſhip to be put on with Chriſt the new Man, the ſame body 
his yg en.ire in every part, OE ION ſacred head 
Chriſt Jeſus, remaining the tame :. the Law tnen was given 
ts by Meſes Miniftry, but grace and- truth by Ghriſt, -- hywaag 
fetly fullfilled all that, which was prefigured in thoſe Cere- 
morues. And ye read, that Abel offered firiftlings of his 
Qui cre2idlt flock, and the fat thereof , he of Adaw's poſterity was primm 
obculir deci * were fidelss, before the deluge ; after which, the growth 
mas. Alens, of Idolatry, the firſt we read of paying Tythes, was Abraham, 
Part. 4. Ib. the father of the fanthfull. Now God was ts be Worſhiped, 
- 5 5 before, and after the giving of the Law, at all times, and by 
A nanrz ra. All perſens ; which the very Law of Nature di&tated to reaſo- 
cionalis lege Nable men ;_ and God's Worſhip ( ſuppoſing his Ordinance 
&&, ur D.us by the Miniſtry of man) could not be without Minifters to 
co'arur & ko- officiate ; neither could they ſubſiſt without maintenance, being 
_— - Alen. £:.:5te fleſh .and blood, ſabje& to all humane neceſſities ; to 
mY which when Chriſt the Lord of all, in the form of a ſervant, 
vouckſafed toſubjeRt himſelf, he was once neceſſitated to ſend 
to Sea for Tribmte-mony. Now the maintenance of his Mi- 
nifters,isthe maintenance of his warſhip ; and therefore Tythes 
are now as due to Geſpe/-Mimfters, as they were to Prieſts 
and Levites under the Layy ; for God is now to be Worſhipped, 
Jobs. 4. as he was in the Tabernacle and Temple at Jeruſalem; even; 
From the riſing of the Sun, unto the going down of the ſame ; for 
he is not the God of the Jews only, but alſe of the Gentiles ; even 
of all the Spiritual ſeed of Abraham. 

Laſily, Tythes are- God's own part, reſerved to the Mi- 
niſters bis : Therefore he complaineth, Mal. 3, 8. 
That the 
Krange to 
Can 


And wherein was his ſpoile? What Thief 
or come on him at unawares, who neither ſlumbers 
nor ſleeps ? Beſides, Irfinito, mbil pateff decedere ; Wherein 
could the robbery be, but in the hinderance of his Worſhip, 
and that by taking fram him the ſervice of his Miniſters, the 
Prieſts and Levites, who being deprived of Tythes and Of- 
ferings, could neither perform their charge, nor give atten- 
dance therein, for want of maintenance thereto alotted them 


by God ? | 
16, Saeriledg 


bw robbed him, though they made ſuch a crime © 
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16.Sacriledge is robbing of God by taking away,or inverting Mal.z. 10- 

to common uſe thoſe things, which bo 5 a Gods ſer- 
vice, holy uſes, or the neceflary maintenance thereof ; whe- 
ther they were conſecrated by God himſelf, as tythes and offer- Levit. : 9+ 8. 
ings, &'c. or by man , Gods Spirit conſenting and moving Numb.s 9.10. 
therete, Of tne firſt ſort, all thoſe things are, which areſyb- * 1#: 37- 
ordinate to his worſhip, commanded in ihe Moral Law ; of 
the ſecond ſort, are all-thoſe vorrve things conſecrated by man, 
to the ſame end and purpoſe : As moneys, for the preſent re- 
lief of the poor Chriſtians (with ſuch Sacrifices God us pleaſed. ) 
Alſo the araviuare, or ornaments, and rieceflary utenfiils of 
the publick worſhip of God in the Church, dedicated to- the 
commodation thereef ;  atſo Lands, on which- Churches now 
are, or the Temple or Synagegue were erefted (2s Anraunahs » Seam. 14. 18. 
floor which Devid bought, on which he built an Altar, and on &c. 
which afterwards , So/omen built the Texeple of the Lord at * Chron. 3. 1 
Jeruſalem ; ) as alſo thoſe parcels of Land on Which. Syza- 

ogues were built, or Churches now are : Underſtand thoſe 
Lad, durante uſu, Alſo Gleabland given by «Att of Mert- 


' main, and conſecrated for additional ſupplies of Goſpel Mim- 


ters accommodations and maintenance ; concerning which, 

that ancient Decree of Pi the Firſt, in the year of our Lord, 

One hundred forty and ſeven,. is ve-y conſiderable, which thus 

ſaith, Predia divinis nſibus tradita, rc, Farms or Count rey Carranz1. 
Houſes and Lands grves to holy uſes, ſonge men apply to humane, 

thas they may ſerve themſelves, taking them away fron the Lord 
God, to whom they were dedicated, Qued fiqurs preſi | 
ſacrilegus habeatwr,, & rent ſacrilegus judicetur : Let bins be "3b (acri- 
eſteemed [acriledgions , and bangers There) « ſuch, The woe , = IR 
Schools define Sacriledge thus , Eft ſacre rei violatio, vel &- dom. Ale A 
juſdem uſurpatio ; it 1s Committed —Canv res conſtcrata, velpar:.2. 

ſacro uſui deputata nſurpatur. And they ſay, All that is Sacri- 232. 9.99. & 
ledge, which 1s done ad irreverentians res ſacre. Snides thus, "5" 
©voovaile 5 ing ener, Qui ſacra diripit, ſacrilegs ft. ———— 
Ours thus, Sacriledge 15 taking away of things ſacred, or de x4.Chriftian, 
puted to holy uſes, or the maintenance or furtherance of Gods wor-1. 1. c.15. 


;p. Whether thoſe things were conſecrated by God himſelf, Polsn. Sync. 


y reſervation to his ſervice, and by expreſs mandate have ©) ns 
; | hallowed. ** 


—_—. tt... 


—_ tl... et 


The great Cafe of Tythes ſtated 


Mal.3. I0, 


Joſephus de 
Bel. Jud. |. 1, 
2 Mccab.c. 3. 


In Joh TraR, 
59. 


. FEA, 


hallowed to the ſame ; or thoſe things which man (as above 
noted) hath conſecrated ; whereof ſee Lewit,27, 14, &c.. So 
that alienating or detaining things lo hallowed, or returning 
them to common uſe, is the 11 of 'ſacriledge ; ſuch therefore, is 
ſtealing, detefition, or alienation of tyrhes' appointed for the 
neceflary ſupport of Gods ſervice and publick worſhip. 

17. The horridneſs of this fin, further appears by the ex- 
preſs curſe of God inevitably following , as: you may ſee ic 
denounced by his Prophet, even oh aWhale Nation, where 
ſuch a ſin-15” committed, and confived at by mzn ; and'com- 
monly this curſe is 4 f!y1ng Book; of the largett Folio ever men- 
tioned, The length row F 1s twenty cubites, and the breadth 
thereof, ten cubutes, This 1s the curſe which entreth into the 
Houſe of the thief, and it ſhall conſume it, with the timber there- 
of, and the ſtones thereof. And ſhill this puniſhment, ſo ſwift, 
ſo great, like a Spiders Web catch onely little Flies, andlet the 
great break thorow ? - Shall the little Theif come-under the laſh, 
and ſhall the ſacr:legrows eſcape the whip ? 

Fome have obſerved in particular examples cited, how ſe- 
verely it hath been revenged on ſome in all ages ; as on Pompey, 
Craſſis, Helindorus, Fc. read but our own eAmmals, and the 
may- ſufficiently enfotm you ' hereirs ; read vhat hath befaln 


 Tmprovpiators'; ſee what yet w1/ib!e Monuments of Gods juſtice 


in the conſumptions of goodly Monaſteries, Princes Palace F, 
Houſes of Biſhops, Nobles, - Gentry, to this day appear. 1] ſay 
nomore, though I could ſay much herein : Seldom doth the 
hoaſeef the ſacrilegions flouriſh to many- generations ; for as 
eAnguſtine (aid-,> comparing "private. robbery and fealing'of 


_ things publick: .Quanto vehenentiog judicardu ft fur ſacy;- 


legs; qui anſus fuerit, non undecungue tollere, ſed de eccleſia 
tollere > Out aliquid de eccleſia furatur, Tude perdito Compa- 
YAFHY. | | | a 
. Now herein;three things commonly beguile men,” *_ 
' 1, The 'multitude' of offenders, who' think, 24a trita, - 254 


* 2, -Becauſe they vainly conceive, *that if iti their poſſeſſion 
there bea fin, their Anceſtors from whom deſcended/theim- 
propyiation, muſt bear it ; not conſidering, that except they re- 
LNOU* 0 ſtore 


tore all that which they wrong 


is, Remember ye the Law of Moſes ; left I conze and ſmate the 
Earth with a carſe : The ſame Moſes, in-blefſing the ſeveral . 


 Urim, be upon thy holy One. They ſhallteach Jacob thy judg« Dau. 33. 8. 


. riſe againſt him, and of them that bate him, that they riſe not 


Orr emi _ 


fully poſſeſs; they ate guilty of 


the ſame fin. | Dee 

3. Becauſe they think that alienation of Tythes or Gleab- 
andy, is Utſ ut .treſpaſs againt-a poor: cMimfitr of a 
deſpicable: condition in reſpect of this world;:and poſſibly ſub- 
je&-to Tome: jul exceptions..in point afiabilities; or manners. 
But we mult knoyv, 477 Bei bl164 


Firlt, That multitude can give no;patronage to fin, it rather 
haſtneth. Gofls judgmentson offenders.” 
Secondly, . It cannot excuſe thee, that;a.ſm heth heavy on an- 
others/{qul,. if, thou,-becomeft guilty. of «lie ſame. - -:: | 
- . Thirdly, 'Whateverithe Miniſter be; (fir; be ftands or falls | 
to his own, Mages, ;  ſecandly,;[1n bis-Charge,::he 1s the Steward 
of Gods Houſe-z, 'Ang' in this matter of /paying Tythes, the 
Pariſhioner 1s not to reſpect, of what quality, and condition he 
i3 ; for the debt is due to the Mmſters Lord and Maſter ; > 
So that he receiveth it not in his .o\yn, but Gods right ; ſo that | | 
whether he be faithful in his ſervice, or not,he is not reſponſible 
to his fellow ſervant, committed unto his Charge, but unto his 
Maſter, with whom no doubt the accompt of an evil ſervant 
will be ſevere enough. 


. To conclude , 1t were happy if theſe who have ſwallowed 
down ſacred-morſels ;-weutd be perfwaded to diſgorge thoſe 
poyſoned bits, before it be toolate ; and that they would caſt | - 
out that, which they ſacriledgiouſly poſleſs, whether by power, | 
purchaſe, or preſcription, as--thoſe-Marriners of eMlexandria a @, 1.6. 

did their lading ; wiſely reſulyving, thatat was better that thoſe & rg. 38. 
things ſhould periſh for them,than with them 
The concluſion of the laſt Propheſie of the Old Teſtament, Mal.4. 4,6. 


Tribes of 1ſrael , ſaid of Levi : Let thy Thunmim and thy 


wents, and Iſrael thy Law, Bleſs Lord his ſubſtance, and ac- 
cept the work of his hands : Smut thorow the Loyns of them that 


again, 
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